‘ Journal of Microbial World Orlglnal

Volume 17, No. 4, March 2025 Article

Presence pattern of genes related to ergosterol biosynthesis in colonizing
Candida albicans isolates from patients with multiple sclerosis

Hajar Mahmoudi ! Fahimeh Alizadeh %, Alireza Khodavandi 2, Maryam Rahimi Foroudi 3
Elham Pishgar *

'MSc Student, Department of Microbiology, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran.
2Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Gachsaran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Gachsaran, Iran.
*PhD Student, Department of Microbiology, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran.

Abstract

Background and Objectives: Multiple sclerosis is a chronic autoimmune and inflammatory
disease of the central nervous system that can make patients more susceptible to fungal infections
such as candidiasis, which can potentially exacerbate neuroinflammation. Candidiasis is typically
treated with azole antifungals like fluconazole. However, the increasing resistance to antifungal
agents presents a therapeutic challenge. This study aimed to assess fluconazole resistance and
identify associated resistance genes in Candida albicans isolates from multiple sclerosis patients.
Materials and methods. A cross-sectional study of 30 C. albicans isolates from multiple sclerosis
patients was conducted. The isolates were identified using phenotypic and molecular methods.
Antifungal susceptibility to fluconazole was assessed using disk diffusion and broth microdilution
methods following CLSI guidelines. The presence of ERGI, ERG3, and ERGII genes was
determined through PCR.

Results: Among the C. albicans isolates, 10 (33.33%) were resistant, 2 (6.67%) were
intermediate, and 18 (60%) were sensitive to fluconazole. The FRGI gene was present in all
isolates, while the ERG3 and ERG11 genes were only found in resistant and intermediate isolates.
In resistant isolates, both FRG3 and ERG11 genes were present at a frequency of 100%, whereas
only ERG3 was detected in intermediate isolates. A significant association was observed between
the presence of these genes and antifungal resistance.

Conclusion: The presence of ERG3 and ERGII genes may contribute to the development of
fluconazole resistance in C. albicans. Further studies on gene mutations and protein alterations
may aid in the development of targeted therapeutic strategies to combat drug resistance.

Key words: Multiple sclerosis, Candida albicans, ergosterol biosynthesis, drug resistance, ERG
genes.

Received: 27 November 2024 Revised: 4 January 2025 Accepted: 29 November 2025

Correspondence to: Alireza Khodavandi

Tel: +98 74332331101

E-mail: khodavandi@iaug.ac.ir

Journal of Microbial World 2025, 17 (4): 248 - 259

Copyright © 2019, This article is published in Journal of Microbial World as an open-access article distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License. Non-commercial, unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction of this article is permitted in
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

248




Loy S slss alome S B
VET Olss (V) (gl) p)ler ojled cpaiia L Ol'lglllal

| W’ YEA— Y04 Slmiv Article
0 033 8 GLaaslor 55 U g s 51 S g b las o L0 ) g (5 I
590Kl Jod 50 4 M Olsla 53 il St il

rjf.i.: fL@Jl fda‘,) o R L*'d.xsjl.»'- Lb,,l.o;a.ﬂkb daugd g‘da}wu b

el 33T ol (Ol ylemnS Aol ¢ ol o3 03,5 OLiils T 0Ll Gt o padlad 53T ol Gl Aoy (855 s s Sn 63,5 )l ol )IS (g smitils]

P

Ol Sl ¢ oDl NEIEHN Gled Al (8550 505 S 035 (5,55 éﬁh‘:.}l;r Ol ohleas

oS>

Ao 1y Ol il (Sas a5 sl (655 0 e oKis Sledl 5 saslo gt e (Solew 5 IS Lo ge it s adle
I3l omolias slassls b e bl Ypane i ae Ol s Sl 5 S LIS aha 51 B slassie
o S L lash b o) e sleda egr Sleos U Lagls cpl 4 Caslie 1580 Ll s g e Oleys 55U S 5B e
A plowil 55 Sl Lo sm Oy ) il bl sl 53 Cuoslie b a5 o (sa05 lulid 5 Ja3U 58 6 4 onslie

L Laaolr bl bl 55 MKl o go Oblens 5l oSl b oilS” aglior Yo 51 aaile 2y ol 55 ila ey s 55
3 Ohpeidy S ladss L JasbSs a o Bus canli 08 S s JsS00e 5 o858 glas) Sl eslinal
PCR s, U ERGII 5 ERG3 (ERGI lalj jsim o580 .ai L5, CLSI (gla Jandl ) gies bl o &l i shls s S
T

s () i VA bt (U)o Y cslie (XYY aglitor Vo ol 1L olilS slasgltor ) cLaasil
5 pslie glaaslis s s ERGII 5 ERGS sall &S Jl= s «uils s bl plas 53 ERGI 03 s g J 53058 50
Slasller s oS Jm s kizisls 5 pam Vool Glsl s b ERGIT 5 ERG3 03 53 coslin slaalir s ad Lol Ll a
13 3 s Cuslie 5 O al s sae i gwe bLSS S C3l BRGF g5 Ly

il aily i SN L Ll 55 J536 58 s a Caeglie bl 3 ol Saw ERGIT 5 ERG3 lalss 5 g 6 oSamets

Coaslie L ablie gl dddn Slys o Sal) anv i a0 Ll oo s DS 5 55 S s 2 e slams 2

.J&S&S&JJB

ERG 05 g 5515 o slin «Js s 55 3| s smr o pud ST 1L LS 5SSl o g0 1 salelS” llS

(FRA VAR VARIEN FARCIY F A VARVAT-RA PR A VEY/ANY e il s
e\J_a._.A e@)ﬂﬁwﬂ&ﬁ)\&)jj}waﬁdur%dub\ PPNV

U VJ‘)L&)! Lglu]:wfq.:bxl):& Sobew ml el M&ﬁb)ﬁ-ﬁ&a}ﬁ s Solow S 3 1 ULMJ)A
j‘é)obﬁ ﬁbﬁ‘b}) leﬁ\f‘Q):)leg""‘ Mjﬂ

] o . ) e Dl 35T ol (LS a s i S 3 05,5 145 (gl sl G
o=l s st Dseeme DUl 53 SIL e o Sl Sl D

khodavandi@iaug.ac.ir : 55 xSl oy VEYTYYTAN o) oo pals

J

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bync/4.0/) «slds <S5 gme o 5 251 o 2 b lie opl ool b gioms 08 s 5 G52 @ @
el e ol Sl Cl}_)‘} sbzal b ki (g5l b eslinal 455 0 .l 0l Lz Ly Koo (slis anldad s




OLan 5 o3l pde aangd 55 IS e gn Ollasy 51 sl el Ll 53 g 3851 s VE0T Olins s oolemr o5led eadin L oy S slos

ERGII 5 ERG3 ERGI J5 w8 )| s o b ko o 6lal3}
“ w\.w;- 9 (s_gu.a wu@/‘/.@.bge.)wl cj':ijls dl"’“‘:’u" BE
Jedse e Obley 3l odd (65l e (J53LS k0
3 ol Ceslie landlSe g S ke IS

g:,,.,;\ j:j;}" dl.ﬁ)) (_;LAJL{A‘) G‘)‘

b fgs 93l

Glaas sl 5l e Sha sl 3 G L LS (i
oslit ol (VY) gglas 5 5LSL Eash 4 bg s gl
Sl god 3l S Lol ol Yo g OF 3 i
Soslpmer 330l o ge a0 Sas Slaw Vo O35 5 Bl
Ses Lasl s wbiaos S oKaulesl 3 5 plulis
b ol 1 g g Lz gy 0 (I sl O o
e b3 S e SIPTCC 5027 oilsGll 1L ils” J 356 55 6
A g Ol S

Slas s it il Ll (sla il (sl (o
Sl Sl 553 s ple SIS Lo 3 1l (g
Aods esls oS (SDB, Merck, Germany) Sl S
a0 YV ogles js el Vi Oww LB e lis
LA 4 SSlrpm Vo (s e b sl

Glaalir SN Ll (slot e i st Lol &
CoiS b s e S Ay el LLlilS sl 655 508
JSial JS (55l ST 552083 5 ples 2 Lo o SDB
CiS eend 4w gy by Al Jixe (SDA, Merck)
JSis G S s Sl (358 0 5 oIS Wl S
CiS Lo 51 IS adsl lalis (6l il ey ok
Sl s eslial (Merck) il ,LST o5, S
sl 3 Ll g LSS edalin b 5B g S S
(LN LS o

ol .w’L@J/’/J:;,ULf&LA@U;,- s Lol (o
P b S el QST Ll 5 58 gl
I IS Glaagldr Dt sbas A ploil PCR

Ol bl s S csle $A-YE ode 4 SDB (¢,

Yo

sla) sl 5 S5 belse g sdomy Jolad 4 (goles

.(‘“}Y) Sl MU LBt L;h:?cd
ddse S i s 2 S e bl I SO
(= Bl s s ez Sl s S sl sie 5y IS
('_:_M_:_.A
o=l o3 (1) Lpd pslo s Slagals Gl o se ¢ onn)
o sill 8 s 4 el Ll 51 56 s sie (Ol

pﬁﬁb@\js&ﬁw( v;;JGng‘A.b'-Li&}'

Oblos Lile ¢ sl s Cind Ll s Clbos b b
5 bl glacssie slml 4 3B Gy ISl L ge 4 Y
slacs sae oS Wlesls OLis ) Sladllas (0 58) 35 0 oz
U N P NP VOVRCIN K RN TH [ S PR VR S
(8) S LA | e Ol 5 aniliS

s slasls b Ll Ll slalisie Oleys
-l sl bossls ol i e plomil Ja3UsS 6 asle s
It Uy, S s s P-450 035 S 4 42y
LAV 05d e (B Jshe Son s e 503 8 ol
6l_zs«_}j_f Ol 55 Jo3U S ols as T glin 55l 90 uls58l (Il
i ol Sl B S Olle U3 o354 LS
(V) 352 0 o gimen Sloss

Lol Ol aalidl Jold J 530S 5o a4 anslis lapunilSe
3 s> 3 MDRI 5CDR2.CDRI s sl
3 e 3 ERGII 5 ERG3 (ERGI Jo3 3| ERG a0
S LN ) ) el I e Sl (5 s S e
o ils” slaaslir 53 J53bS 56 4 cwslin (VL ¢ 5
s 53 oS S8l O3 SIS 2B 5 ST
GLals spim 638 s waslie 55 I S|
JLlilS o 635 S Slaaglr 53 I 2 Sl s b Lo 5
e Obles 31 Js3US 5 @ ole 5 pislie ilCIT
e S T S LI TS IS P LS Wel
6)>)JM‘}.>;JGL§LAC,J).?&Q)M{\JM‘&H\W
Lo LS, 3y 0 L5 o psls Canslie sladlSo



OLan 5 o3l pde aangd 55 IS e gn Ollasy 51 sl el Ll 53 g 3851 s VE0T Olins s oolemr o5led eadin L oy S slos

10-Y/0x) T 3 s e K s 56 s ST LLls
il S T 55 5kt g A e /e e
e 5 el 8- 1 sl el SIS LY (5 5l-RPMI-1640
sl s S s (Sigma-Aldrich) O T PRy
(SPL Life Sciences Co., Ltd., Pocheon-si, S als 41
G o/e¥IY0 51 dssbsS e Jbw glacd, s o3b] Korea)
2> Lty S A5 4 e 3 £ 55,5 1
GHS s S Cele YE Sdety o gk am 55 YO glos
5 JaUsS 56 sk SN Ll Jals e J 28 s
e O S b (g5l el el ke J xS
23 o= o Ol MICog cpans (8l A a3 S L s
£ dsb 53 (DA3200, DANA Co., Iran) 55 Eoly s S
bzl b 53655 5k MIC el a3 (iS00 a5t oY
CLSI sLa,liss bl s WHONET 2024 53l 5 5|
s S Vo aSals 5l MICog (et 3 g Bl o
4oy edd e eSS hss 4 SDA LS b (o)
S s a2 YV gl L5 5L SO s sl YE ol
O e 3l e &S JaSUsS 0 Sl g aS s el
S Sl e Pl s jase sbadshe 51/49/4
() 555 40 4l (MEC)
slaclis 5 ERG (slal o 55 ni (5
SLall Lpar S s sl ST LS
DNA (J53U 55 5 & pslie 5 ol slaglin 53 ERG
Sl slasl Gs sl @l PCR 5 2l sl bl
DNA il (gl (O] c3) DNA ol sl o
PCR S o , s eslizad LPCR LiSTy A3 eslinad
5 =l s sl Ol oS 8 0 lsten) O4lSten
A PCR waliyy 4 ol (1 Jse) ERG (503 sl ol
OF s 4 i3s 0 Sde sk 05380 251 25 2
Ay 04/ Wil Dl 4 egendos 45340 LI ST YO
£0 Sde 4y ywgeed 4z VY 5 BT Sl 4 g
55555, SN 55,81 J5 655 PCR oY yames (V1) 435

uﬁ)\}qufdajyuujd,bly)ou

Yo\

BTN PO - B WS RPCI LUI PRSP S WP
Verer 553) SDB cliS Lase 5o ladslir 055 550 Sl
DNA Clj_ﬁh:_w\ S 5l ool b (agds V=0 S rpm
DNA assla oS5 feadl siws silae 5 (0151 «05kew)
slafisy L DNA o) Ca S 5 CldS 5 7l 5l
L PCR oSty il v 55585 5800 5 (6 e 50 5 28l
DA 0 S 5 ISk 0 JSL PCR Sn s
ATST-ITSA) 55 Sy s sla youl s 5 (Ol 0518
55335 = SINLY 55581 J5 655 PCR Y gz . ol
s S a3y plulid 5 oL JIg okl 4 sed an S
Iyl LSty (sl s &S 0 & ST il

(YY) s
o SIS lasg il Conslin 5 Coilom oy (o
ol Caslie 5 sl Sl S USH
5 Uiy Sy hay ol Ll slaalar
i sl el s ol s Sy skl S
(CLSI, M27 M44S, 2022) o&la3l 5 b slas ik
S 5l Oleebl (gl 05 stes Siags iy 5o (10) Al ol
o SN Ll gladl i sioms CoiS (i o,
S rotims O gl g A ol SDA S aee (555
(s /posen Ik Y1) 01 23) w6 e o Jslas
Viable count s, L 5 Ad 4 e sl OV s Jsb
Ln (5705l 8 Sl S5 6 pee Demili s A5 AT
Sss o o3ls e S Sl IS g5l SDA S
+ (Himedia, Mumbai India) fjj/jjg.:d Yo Jssb S 4l
ol s uu)\;,gidm Sy Fe Sl T B Y/0 alols
SIS A gk a3 TV Glos s Cell YE Sl
G S (5 e S b ) ke a5 s
At eslinl e J S Ol e S il S
Slsle 3 b eslamal b J 5508 58 Hlad Al pie dlla s s

i s CLST (sla s olul ,: sSWHONET 2024

oy 3l esliadl L (MIC) ssylsil bl fslas



D 5 slsle aacgd 55 ISl L pe Olslagy 31 sddltor ol Il 53 U g n sS51 snss V0T Dl coslemr oplod padia Jlo das S slis

B 53 p<0.05 (s,ls sme CJM A eslaal gy Sl s
ool 1SS a3 Bl s LialosT poled ol ol a S
slatde=s pled ol ()« as.5) GraphPad Prism ..
A eslizal g bl

Laasly

5 S slaS s Al s plels
Sose S lads W Jols oS s plowil gl s
Gla S | S5 SDA CiS lases 655 » ool sale
sy Ll g s wils 58T oS dae 3 Sy
S eslinal Ly s POR S5 5 b 5l a8 le 4ol
e 45 A bl ITSA S ITST )6 Sl sy (sla mal
s (0 JS8) s b 0¥ b w gl S @
S 305 0Lz NCBIT oKL 3 sdslasa sla JI 5 BLAST
sla s 5 5l Gl el Llils & baalas oyl
PV235045 5 PV235044 x> slao,led S ab gy 0

A OO\ T |

ERG W05 s jasl o ) s

ej‘.\}‘
03 (' —=3) iy Js
(bp) J sies
ERG1 ACTAATGTTCCACCATTGGCTCT
Forward 84
ERG1 CACATGACCTTTGCCCTTAGCT
Reverse
ERG3 TCCAGTTGATGGGTTCTTCC
Forward 179
ERG3 GGACAGTGTGACAAGCGGTA
Reverse
ERGI11 TTGGTGGTGGTAGACATA
Forward 163
ERG11 TCTGCTGGTTCAGTAGGT
Reverse

)

(it ST gy 5T b Wesls 035 S i syl floei (G
A el G a5 S el S5 Sl 0 s
b SO bl e Sl eslinad LGl LU gleesls
ol 5 a5 0l 8oy amlin O ge3l 5 el ISy S
G 53 o Bl bl e el — i e s
S Sl pshlas See 5 O3 seted Sewd il
Golslime Sl anlos (Gl Sl 68 G gosT s a3

Y0 YA WY YA YT oY

adder

(Sl OYT aalsd 2SS 5 S Ll 4 Yo 53 TS SITST o )5 b sy (5t el s LPCR Jguamma 55505 2501 1) 05

I PP SN PP L S SR Pap POT KPSRPI M
ol IS5 4 Gl SG35 s sk
A ol 35 CLST 6l Jardly 55s 3 Sl 5155 S
Y oslie CMPT) Glis Ve oS sl LS i ol s
s el (1) i VA 5 Bl i (SUVY) wlis
VYA G vAY0 o baaglir ol 3 35l 5550 MIC «als
oy Jeds Osasl g ite m s e S5 S

Ol G Golsbae ol aS sl LY S s w0 b SS

YoY

Ol Oseks Sws Pn b o Sds Conlam e
J3U S 5 4y lSCN LS slaaglr ol oS 5l
o A 5 pglie (80 b VY calir Yo 51 5 0350 i
0Lz WHONET i33le 5 Llond g 35 333 sl (/20)
LYY pslie slaalir sl 790 Oloabl ksl o5 sls
i 5y VAL £V elas glanlis gl 5 708/F
23 patde glosls (Y JS) Jasb st i Sl ~
s SSs pslie slaglir 4S5 sbay ol 0L Cueslie (5 S



L 5 eslpde angd 55 ISl e Olas a.\.il.x?wti.,l/—/ygyuﬁj: s S 5l g VBT Olis ol ol padas Jlo e S slos

e Dl (S )l l s Rl ST s
Wl o 5 Golbew U ul5hl (Cigde AL ase

A=) 555 Sbys cns
Gab 3l ERGII 5 ERG3 (ERGI \aij ;s> sz
= PCR N pamms 5,585 S0 bt o plnl PCR 505
L 5l 1 5V AL ol L bkl 8T 5 s
(0 |3 sls oLz ERGII 5 ERG3 (ERGI s\wiss sl
IbllS Glaaglr alas 53 ERGI 05 oS sls Lis e ST
5 ERG3 sl &S J s . cuils jpam (N 00) LuilSS]
AOAE edalie Laul gl 5 slie slawlis s WS ERGI
B S S PP RCIP FriPC RN PR AR JC W S LR W
Dl s e 5o polie slaglir Ole 5 W0) gl
5 ERG3 05 55 ;a pslie glaaliz 53 (p<0.0001)
il gas glawllr s mils > /) es Ol L ERGIT

A plulis ERG3 05 s

Heat map plot of disc diffusion susceptibility test (mm)

Clinical Isolates of Candida albicans

I33LS 6 4 ole 5 laul s cpslin (slaagli s MIC
clile Bl Osesl cnl pesdle (p<0.0001) 3,05 355
wals (4 JSL2) 5,5 b |, MIC b5 55 (MFC) 2576
U Y o o p 350 ol ST LS glaalo= 53 MFC
Lz sl cpl (p < 0.0001) 55 2 e 2 0 85,50 VYA
Slils VEMIC slie 23l e sdle cslie slaasli oS sl
it 5l aalS sdasolis oS W g 58 6 SYL MFC
Ol (=l psdien .ol badi sl ol 53 J5L S5l
WDl phshlas S 5 O3y Sews (B 93 G Sles
S ol oLla o ol eslinad - s )
ot dalss S 5 Sl b s 53 0l 0w GBS O
ol e agls ooty Coslie plabis 3 g i S35 &l
O3smted S g S ol 4 Sl (S B
G ulgd s Caglin shhls glaalas oluls s

55 03l

Oiesd Sewws WHONET =

— Code

=
Antibiotic azole

Breakpoints
130 Number
%R

Yl

%S

%R 95%C.1.

%S 95%C.I.

20

Scatter plot of disk diffusion

10

Fluconazole

a0l sy ol 5 Ceaslie edusOlis 6,5 ol 55 05k Saws L) 4 eI LS glawlitor » 530,856 30 5ol = adi oY 1S

Yoy

el U336 6 4 el



OSas 5 0303 targd o 1Sl o po Ol 51 ot dlior UG LUl 55 g s 551 S s V60T Oliss el et et Jle s So (sl

Heat map plot of microdilution susceptibility (MIC, pg/mL)

Sy opiallsg ;Ko WHONET i

Code FLU
C.a PTCC 5027+ 0125 0.125 0125 .
C.al+ 32.000 32,000 32,000 Antibiotic
C.a 24 0.125 0.125 0.125 Breakpoints
C.a3~ 4.000 4.000 4,000 Number
Cas{IINEEIEE oo .
C.a 54 2,000 2,000 2,000 %R
C.a 6 4,000 4.000 4.000 100 DA
“ C.a7= 0.500 0.500 {1500 %S
£ Cos{UIINEEIIN 2w |
.3 C.a 9+ 32,000 32,000 32,000 %R 95%C.I.
C.alio 1000 1.000 1.000 %48 95%C.I.
Geom.Mean
MIC range

1 Isolates of Candida alb

l 1 50 :
g C.a 20 32,000 32,000 32,000 o =
‘= C.a2l- 2000 2000 2,000 = -
5 C.a22+ 1.000 1.000 2,000 b
C.a23q 2,000 2,000 2.000 il
C.a 24+ 0,500 0,500 0,500 . ! -
C.a 25+ 1.000 1.000 2,000 . -
C.a 264 1.000 1.000 1.000 N =
C.a274 2,000 2,000 2,000 N
C.a 28+ 1.000 1.000 2,000 -
C.a29+ 2,000 2,000 2000 :
C.a 30+ 2000 2,000 2,000 || R _ ; .
T T T .
1 2 3
Fluconazole

obss el s sl sdaslis o, ol SOy Sl cpdshls s S iy 4 el Ll slaali s Ja3US 8 30 5ol - 4z T IS

oy
Slacs e Jolse o Sage 3 (S ASSN LLLE Sass
I u_._,«.':_‘ U“QL LS‘)‘J :bﬁ‘ B ;aﬂaw)? ‘_;_-)L;
o=l s A gladle s el st cpl p e 55 e
Osloss el 531 ¢ sl i oS 58 o (sl 51 e3liz
slagsls 3 es xS eslatal 5 cwsls s slas los 4 D
ssban ok les 53 (6 R Ollew )3 ohsa (2 BAS
J530 S s s Ol ol 53 ol a8l 53l g 55 LG
QLA).) BE ﬁ)BM&b})‘J@})ﬁ)Sﬁj\éd‘rﬁb
Jlmll S o il gl 2 oL uls glacs e
SLa it (JbsS 5 @ pslie lagy s 528 5 5560
R abjj Jl_’>=." l—ﬁg;_’)_u w‘dj;'.‘s‘)ébg;)f

Clinical Isolates of Candida albicans

e U530 555 4 il a0l

Heat map plot of microdilution susceptibility (MFC, pg/mL)

Fluconazole

S Ll ol Js3U S5l 36 5ol atds it S
(MFC) 2852 ,6 e fslas oLl

Yot



D 5 slsle aacgd 55 ISl L pe Olslagy 31 sddltor ol Il 53 U g n sS51 snss V0T Dl coslemr oplod padia Jlo das S slis

Frequency distribution

Number of values
N
o
1

o =

T
ERG1

ERG3
Bin Center

o
=

T
ERG11

)‘ WLL_.J/‘ /./(3,(455.,\.2 sj:.:}ls LSLA“-&I"\’ BE ERGI]}ERG.’)’ FERGI1 J}J;M)f)\ e 5 L; .]a.::ja LSLAQ)" L;’U‘,)'B @)}5})}& LS)Q‘ 0 VL-<.~4

g el S e i 3 Sl (Ses ERG3
s (Yo )4) Wb ansls a8 Coeglae Jilshl 5 g il
L LIS (6 1S 51 3 aS Cl onls 0L O, Ken 5 Hoseinnejad
slads Ol Sinlsl & e bdssl (o ,me 3 ilSST
SoalS Lol il ol & 353 e ERGII 5 ERG2
(1) ol 0352 ol pon J 55U 55 5 a0 il

S ilSIT L LS sddio 35 4lS )l W0 ol Eags s
ASd el LSJ}TC"'? 33 Al Jed po 4 Sas Oljlegs )
o B sl tasn b Ol el a5 s S 3 s s 5
S 3l OLL O )Kes 5 Zarinnezhad a3, ol Gl
e ol o131 L s 5o 55 Sl Lo 5o 0 Mt O ey
o=l V) sls 555 s 55 B Ol 55508 51 6 SV
SLasls B pan 5 gl e ind B3| ezl Laasil
o Ohlams ol ol LAl L eyl s diS o sS
S o Aol B glacs sie

(B el 31kl sla g, 5l eslizad L
LS sicd o5 IS Glanlis 51780 45 A5 jasis
Spsi ol S g pslie Ja3UsS 4 s IS
Ol 53 J3lsSslbay nosls Cwslie &5 s o 0L
Jed e Oblamy 53 o354 (il 1Ll Slas )i
ol g S bcd Gl b s g ISl

A5 e sl ) 5 2B Caslie et

Yoo

S A Jed e 0 M Ol

25 IS o S 5 SO US54 o)l el
o2 b Obles D5 o3 as (el 2B Glacisie Oy pe
e s w a8 5 IS L se 4 O b o]
A sl s e IS S e slag ol e SV b
lasls OLis Sldlas (VY50 58) den o)l (slacs yis
= 5 Il ol 5 ISl e g 4 Vs Olsla &S
ol e Al e el nl s 00 el e
slaaisS Sl b bes b glacisie 5 Ol slS
35 LI LS 515 Canglio b b 5l (LS
e Ohle cnl 3 o Gloys by Jg5US 58 il
i e Sl Sew g)ls b i O RalS ST s o
Wl s 5 oben @Ad Al il (i sie AL e e

O=8) 558 Sbys cunSs
05 JolssS el 4 Cuglie oS Wilesls OLiS ) Slalllas
Sl igr el e LV @ Ll 5 o el L lilS
e L s e g0 Ol Ol 53 Sk ( (S55
Al S laaman b il s O S
e g et 53 &S ERG Slal5 S Llesls GLE b o
Lol pasls cawglie s Nﬁ:l: Lols i Js e S
SIS US J s &S ERGIT 05 Ol ol 3L i .(VA)
SalS e Wil e el Dltes=\E I Y s
05 Olm 03 o® Orapen 355 Ja3UsS 5l 4 ol



OLea 5 o3l e anngd 5y ISl e Olas 5 sl SIS 53 I 5 1 58 51 s s VEY Olies o)l o)lad e Jlo das Soo slos

33 Grme OB ERGIT S Ans o 0L gl ool o5l
SIS0 J s &S ERGI1 05 505 J530 58 b 40 Cuaslie
S sl Lol G ool Plaes—VE J zuiY ﬁ}-?
Wil e ERGIT Oy el 531 L s g 5 0355 o o eues
() a2 culs JalS 4 e
PS03 rl e el gl e 0 LS sl rasy
o dd Jo3UsS 58 4 2B Sl falS 4 e oS Liles S

(T570) e

S S 4o

b s ST Ll 5 55 sl gt s b
Sla el s G Sl Jodgo 4 De Ohles o
Glozmy Cmeal ;555 G0 plelid 5 Cuslie J oS s
Ja3UsS sle 4 Cunglie a8 5ls QLIS Ja g5 ol slaal s )ls
05 sz L Ol blijlessa 3 Al Lo 5o Olslegy 5
s Sspb g prbse il el a5 LB ERGII
3 ool cslie G L i Sl gls Sl
AT Ol ol 3 alisoten b ki o G805 ile o
Sa (§ S s a8 sl OLES L ol @L:J s
n s a5 e Ja e S s b i e gla0)
S Sos il edle sd e 5 S5 Sl bl
b 503 S bl J 5L S5 4 cslis sla il
oS 5, Sl Jad e w0 D Olles 53 b a0l s
LS S s )b sl sie datens

SIS b

Vo) Seds Bl s mokie Jseol ooy b s
ST LS zils S azaS 5l 3 4l 5 sl
(IR.TAU.SHIRAZ.REC.1399.032) I, d>lg oDl
A A

N ol

Slasl ool e e fols S SIS ales OB 5
s, dlie ol s 1 3le o3l 5 s el Ciu o iS55

..U\aéjs

Yo

e Gos PRk galles Sl gl agls 4 Ceslis
205 mld Cambos (s o Do (YY) o) 0 3
5 psbie slasslas 55 ERGII 5 ERG3 (ERGI $la0j
Jars ‘NLE» slLalis= s S sls oL @L:J A e el
53 &S M5 cils | ya> ERGII 3 ERG3 (ERGI &5 4
Laasl opl i glulis ERGI 05 sl laalo
eslis slaalir ;3 ERGIT 5 ERG3 a0 &S das e 0L
ool il s ouldS i Yol 5 sy e
ERGI1 0} o b3l ok slarmssy Ljls JssLss 5
YA Wilesls olis 1y Ja3lssS sl any Conslia
O SIS i slie i) 55 elie gl iass
OLLSan s Pfaller iass . Lles S 55058 15 JaslS b
Js30 S5l & L Ll slaw S s slie a5 sls GLES (Y1 YY)
(ol el il e 5 LB gba o gladle s
ol i3S 180 b shle S s Caeglis Ol S5 sbas
Lo 5 sl i ons Vs Conglia il53l ol ool
oalS g ol 52 &S G ERGIT A ) o Ol
S5 S OA) 2530 Jo5T glaoless s
JLasl 5l Wlss oo ERGIL O3 53 Siger 45 Klosls 0Lz
o sn ol ol LS (5 Sl hresVE 5T 5508
ol i B sl Sl 5 Js e Sl e s bis
Sla figr o8 5l OLES UL, g Fattouh s g5 343 o
2 e SOl A5 Gl Gel KI5 e ERGIT 55 G
i pslie glaals (0T Srags 55 s plewdl slié
Ll nl o8 il (6 mi I e S0 Ol JisU S50
= odke (YY) 54 ol en JasT slas)ls 4 Canlas 2alS
=i Sl e 5o gl SleleS 5 e e (0l
e b el sl Ol el (s a8
e T ol s cnslie 4 S S a3 1 ad s o
ERGI1 5 ERG3 a0} S\l w35 Siall (Y8) 553 o0
e S Wl g e La0S ul aS das e 0L asdlae ol s
o S Ol 5o ol Cwslie L s olull Gl



D 5 slsle aacgd 55 ISl L pe Olslagy 31 sddltor ol Il 53 U g n sS51 snss V0T Dl coslemr oplod padia Jlo das S slis

d‘.})v\j} ,&--J:'.
ST oLStils (3 Son 05 8 ol L Jhagn o
Losl oy mbdos S olKibosl 5 5l asly ool

J_S‘j_ﬁ U‘_i‘ u_.:}}i.mﬁ)\ 41:.») ] ol o (:L>u\ )‘J.:.Z

JJJ:& L;"J).L;jj&‘ij

c%l:.o oo

.J)‘Ju' Jj;.-j

Yov



OLea 5 o3l e anngd 5y ISl e Olas 5 sl SIS 53 I 5 1 58 51 s s VEY Olies o)l o)lad e Jlo das Soo slos

References

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Belousov AN, Belousova EY, Mysyk AV. Exploring the clinical impact of magnetite
nanoparticles in a multifaceted approach to treating multiple sclerosis. Arch Immunol Res
Ther. 2024; 3(1).

Mok N, Knox NC, Zhu F, Amold DL, Bar-Or A, Bernstein CN, Bonner C, Forbes
JD, Graham M, Marrie RA, O’Mahony J. The fungal gut microbiota in pediatric-onset
multiple sclerosis. Front Microbiol. 2024; 15: 1258978.

Kapel-Reguta A, Dus-IInicka I, Radwan-Oczko M. Relevance of saliva analyses in terms of
etiological factors, biomarkers, and indicators of disease course in patients with multiple
sclerosis—a review. Int J Mol Sci. 2024; 25(23): 12559.

Kettunen P, Koistinaho J, Rolova T. Contribution of CNS and extra-CNS infections to
neurodegeneration: a narrative review. J Neuroinflammation. 2024; 21(1): 152.

Nezam Zadeh F, Esmaeilkhani A, Sedighi M, Amirmozafari N, Rahbar M,
Soleiman-Meigooni S, Zahedi Bialvaei A. Latent microbial infections leading to myelin and
axonal damage in multiple sclerosis: a narrative review. Curr J Neurol. 2024.

Seyedjavadi S, Hatami F, Jahanshiri Z. Antifungal resistance in Candida albicans.
In: Candida albicans - Epidemiology and Treatment. IntechOpen; 2024.

Singh SK, Pancholi SS. Current updates on pathogenesis, systemic therapy, and treatment of
invasive fungal infections. Curr Drug Targets. 2025; 26(3): 203-220.

Faghih Nasiri Y, Momeni Z, Talebi S. /n vitro comparative survey of the effect of aqueous
and alcoholic extracts of Rosa canina hips on 7richomonas vaginalis and Candida albicans. ]
Microb World. 2024; 17(2): 84-95.

Khademi P, Ranji N, Rahnamay Roodposhti F. Mutations in hotspot regions of £RG/1 gene
in fluconazole resistant isolates of Candida albicans in Guilan province, northern Iran. Mol
Genet Microbiol Virol. 2017; 32: 241-245.

Elia§ D, Toth Hervay N, Gbelskd Y. Ergosterol biosynthesis and regulation impact the
antifungal resistance and virulence of Candida spp. Stresses. 2024; 4(4).

Majdi M, Khazaei Koohpar Z, Nasrolahi Omran A. Investigation of mutations in hotspot
regions of ERG11 gene in fluconazole-resistant isolates of Candida albicans in the west of
Mazandaran. J Microb World. 2018; 11(3): 258-268.

Pakbaz Parasto. 2019 Frequency of genes involved on hyphae formation of Candida albicans
in patients with multiple sclerosis. Islamic Azad University of Shiraz.

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI). Performance standards for antifungal
susceptibility testing of yeasts. 3™ ed. CLSI document M27M44S; 2022.

Khodavandi A, Alizadeh F, Shahinipor M. Relative quantitation of hyphae-specific gene
HWP1 expression in inhibition of Candida albicans biofilm. J Microb World. 2016; 9(26):
22-23.

YoA



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

OLea 5 o3l e anngd 5y ISl e Olas 5 sl SIS 53 I 5 1 58 51 s s VEY Olies o)l o)lad e Jlo das Soo slos

Esfahani MB, Khodavandi A, Alizadeh F, Bahador N. Possible molecular targeting of
biofilm-associated genes by nano-Ag in Candida albicans. Appl Biochem Biotechnol.
2024; 196(7): 4205-4233.

Khodavandi A, Alizadeh F, Vanda NA, Karimi G, Chong PP. Possible mechanisms of the
antifungal activity of fluconazole in combination with terbinafine against Candida albicans.
Pharm Biol. 2014; 52(12): 1505-1509.

Klimas F, Zatloka-Mazur D, Rusinski K, Zajac P, Pawtowski B, Sienkiewicz M, Potoczek
A, Zigba Z, Pudetko 1. Fungal infections: epidemiology, clinical challenges, and advances in
diagnosis and treatment—a review. Qual Sport. 2025; 38: 57928.

Pfaller MA, Carvalhaes CG, DeVries S, Huband MD, Castanheira M. Elderly versus
nonelderly patients with invasive fungal infections: species distribution and antifungal
resistance, SENTRY antifungal surveillance program 2017-2019. Diagn Microbiol Infect
Dis. 2022; 102(4): 115627.

Yu P, Zhou M, Yu D, Zhang Z, Ye S, Yu Y, Sun X, Li S, Hu C. Targeted regulation of
sterol biosynthesis genes according to perturbations in ergosterol biosynthesis in fungi. J
Adv Res. 2025.

Hoseinnejad A, Mahdizade AH, Erfaninejad M, Kermani F, Ghazanfari M, Arbabi
A, Bahreiny SS, Bozorgomid A, Moradi M, Haghani I, Abastabar M. Insights into the
structure, function, and impact of Candida albicans UPC2 gene on azole resistance; a
mini-review. Curr Med Mycol. 2025; 10(Continuous): 1-7.

Zarinnezhad A, Shahhoseini MH, Piri Gharaghie T. Evaluating the relative frequency of
fungal infections in the serum of patients with multiple sclerosis and healthy subjects using
PCR. J Microb Biol. 2021; 10(37): 37-50.

Kermani F, Taghizadeh-Armaki M, Hosseini SA, Amirrajab N, Javidnia J, Zaghrami
MF, Shokohi T. Antifungal resistance of clinical Candida albicans isolates in Iran: a
systematic review and meta-analysis. Iran J Public Health. 2023; 52(2): 290.

Fattouh N, Hdayed D, Geukgeuzian G, Tokajian S, Khalaf RA. Molecular mechanism of
fluconazole resistance and pathogenicity attributes of Lebanese Candida albicans hospital
isolates. Fungal Genet Biol. 2021; 153: 103575.

Zhu Q, Wijnants S, Feil R, Van Genechten W, Vergauwen R, Van Goethem O, Lunn
JE, Van Ende M, Van Dijck P. The stress-protectant molecule trehalose mediates
fluconazole tolerance in Candida glabrata. Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 2025: ¢01349-24.

Balabandi S, Khazaei-Koohpar Z, Ranji N. Correlation between ERG11 gene mutations and
fluconazole resistance in Candida albicans strains isolated from Rasht in 2015-2016 years.
J Arak Univ Med Sci. 2017; 20(7): 13-22.

Farahbakhsh E, Yadegari MH, Rajabi Bazl M, Taghizadeh Armaki M, Katiraee
F.Identification of fluconazole resistance gene FRG// in clinical Candida albicans samples
isolated from HIV-infected patients by reverse polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR).
Daneshvar Med. 2020; 19(5): 19-28.

Yo4



