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Abstracts of Articles in English

The Healing Pir: A Classification of Healing Types by
Sheikh Ahmad-e Jami Based on the Book Magamat-e
Zhendepil

" Afrooz Khodabandeloo

Ph. D. in Persian Language and Literature, IKIU
“ Seid Mohsen Hoseyni Moaakhar

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IKIU
“ Mahdi Fayyaz

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IKIU

In many myths, religions, and mystical traditions, spiritual power and healing
are intertwined. In the context of healing, a sacred individual with supernatural
and divine power tends to the ill. In Islamic mysticism, saints and spiritual
masters (awliya and mashayekh) have claimed the ability to heal. Sheikh
Ahmad-e Jami is one such spiritual master whose gift of healing is among his
most prominent miracles, as emphasized in mystical texts. In addition to the
high frequency of his healing acts, the methods he used were diverse and can
be analyzed from various perspectives. This research adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach and, drawing on mythological views and historical
records, examines two categories of healing in the life and legacy of Sheikh
Ahmad: frequently occurring and infrequent forms. The frequent types refer
to healing during the Sheikh’s lifetime and include physical healing, direct
healing, individual healing, and healing of physical ailments. The infrequent
types pertain to healings attributed to him after his death, including group
healing, healing of animals, and spiritual or psychological healing. Ahmad-e
Jami is said to have healed eighteen types of illnesses. His miracles included
curing the paralyzed, the blind, the insane, and treating suffering animals. He
employed seventeen healing methods, the most common being the use of
saliva, therapeutic touch, prayers, and repentance therapy.

Keywords: Mysticism, Healing, Sheikh Ahmad-e Jami, Magamat-e
Zhendepil.
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Mysticism and the Postmodern World: An Analysis of
the Representation of the Spiritual in the Novel The
Secret History of the Ancient Bahadoran Fors

" Abdolqaffar Rahimi

Ph D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, University of Hormozgan

“Faramarz Khojaste

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Hormozgan
™ Atefeh Jamali

The Associate professor of Persian language and Literature, University of Hormozgan

" Yaser Rastegar

The Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Hormozgan

The belief in a meaningful, spiritual world has long been a deep concern of
humanity. Despite significant social and epistemological changes in the
modern and postmodern eras, humans continue to look toward a mysterious
and transcendent reality beyond the material world. Postmodern literature,
with its unique characteristics, also pays attention to the representation of the
spiritual. Postmodern novels offer an appropriate platform to explore this
fundamental question: How is the spiritual represented in the postmodern
narrative world, and what dimensions and aspects does it take on? This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the qualitative content of
the novel The Secret History of the Ancient Bahadoran Fors. In this work,
mystical elements and religious teleology are presented, and with an open-
ended conclusion, the imaginary journey of the Bahadoran and other spiritual
seekers is interwoven toward an undefined goal. The return to the human
being as the sole refuge from existential suffering and confusion—symbolized
by the return to the master along the endless path of spiritual journey—guides
the reader toward a human-centered view and a form of secular mysticism.

Keywords: Postmodernism, Mysticism, Secular, Novel, Identity, The Secret
History of the Ancient Bahadoran Fors.
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An Analysis and Comparison of the Myth of Daena in
the Arda Viraf Namag and The Divine Comedy

" 8am Taheri Tari

Bachelor's student in Acting, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman

” Hamidreza Kharazmi

The Associate Professor of Persian of Language and Literature, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman

The beliefs and thoughts of a nation's people are reflected in its myths,
archetypes, and subsequently in its religion, gradually becoming part of its
cultural identity. Daena, as one of the spiritual components of human beings
and a goddess in Zoroastrianism, holds a significant place among the followers
of this faith. This goddess is mentioned in various texts and works from
different cultures, which indicates her elevated status. This study first explains
the concept of Daena in Zoroastrianism. It then proceeds to analyze and
compare the role and position of this goddess in two works: the Arda Viraf
Namag and Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy. The conclusion drawn is that
Dante, from the appearance of Virgil to Beatrice’s farewell, symbolically uses
elements of Daena and Chista, assigning Daena’s characteristics to Beatrice
and those of Chista to Virgil.

Keywords: Daena, Beatrice, Chista, Arda Viraf Namag, Divine Comedy.
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A Comparative Study of the Arenas of Poverty, Fear,
and Hope in Sad Maydan of Khwaja Abdullah Ansari
and Their Representation in Al-Ta'arruf li-Madhhab Ahl
al-Tasawwuf, Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, and Kashf al-
Mahjub

" Saeed Farzaneh-Fard

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Sarab Branch
" Rasool Ebadi

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Ahar Branch
" Narges Asgari Govar

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Ahar Branch

Sad Maydan (Book of the Hundred Arenas) by Abdullah Ansari is one of the
significant mystical texts that systematically outlines the stages of the spiritual
journey (suluk) for novice seekers. This study employs an analytical-
comparative method to examine the three arenas of poverty (Faqr), fear
(khawf), and hope (raja) in this work and compares them with Al-Taarruf li-
Mazhab Ahl al-Tasawwuf, Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, and Kashf al-Mahjub.
The findings reveal that although these concepts are shared across the
examined texts, their interpretations vary due to differences in mystical
approaches, social contexts, and the authors' intended purposes. Abdullah
Ansari categorizes these concepts with a structured, spiritual outlook.
Qushayri in Al-Taarruf li-Mazhab Ahl al-Tasawwuf addresses them within the
framework of ethics and Sharia, Mustamli Bukhari in A/-Risala al-
Qushayriyya takes a philosophical and theological approach, and Hujwiri in
Kashf al-Mahjub presents a blend of theoretical insight and practical
mysticism. This study demonstrates that mystical concepts in Sufism have
undergone transformation, with each author offering a distinct interpretation
shaped by the intellectual and social circumstances of their time.

Keywords: Abdullah Ansari, Sad Maydan (Book of the Hundred Arenas),
Poverty (Faqr), Fear (Khawf), Hope (Raja).
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A Study and Analysis of Female Characters in the
Shahnameh Through the Lens of Jean Shinoda Bolen’s
Archetypal Theory

" Fatemeh Fakoor

Ph D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Mashhad Branch

” Mahboobeh Ziya Khodadadian

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Neishapour Branch
" Seid Majid Taqavi Behbahani

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Mashhad Branch

Women in the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, depending on their individual
character traits, embody diverse historical, epic, and mythological
dimensions, and play various roles according to their personal capacities and
abilities. Through his art of characterization, Ferdowsi creates a narrative
framework that allows for the analysis of female actions through the lens of
personality theories. This study, based on library resources and employing a
descriptive-analytical approach, investigates the female characters in the
Shahnameh through the archetypal framework proposed by Jean Shinoda
Bolen. Bolen, drawing upon archetypal psychology and inspired by Greek
mythology, analyzes different dimensions of personality using archetypes
such as Aphrodite, Athena, Hera, Hestia, and Artemis. The findings of this
research indicate that within the narrative structure of the Shahnameh, the
manifestations of these archetypes can be identified both in the internal
dimensions and outward expressions of female characters. Tahmineh, as the
most complex female character in the Shahnameh, reflects a fusion of the
archetypes of Aphrodite, Hestia, and Hera. Soodabeh, with her traits of
wisdom, prudence, and intelligence, embodies the archetype of Athena.
Jarireh's actions reveal her family-centered tendencies, aligning her with the
archetype of Hestia. Furthermore, Gordafarid’s courage on the battlefield, in
contrast to Soodabeh’s cruel and hostile behavior toward Siavash, exemplifies
the archetype of Artemis in its positive and negative aspects, respectively. It
is noteworthy that, beyond these portrayals, Ferdowsi challenges the dominant
patriarchal discourse and offers a redefinition of female roles, presenting new
models of feminine identity within the epic tradition of Persian literature.

Keywords: Ferdowsi, Shahnameh, Women, Jean Shinoda Bolen,
Archetype.
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A Study of the Symbolism of the Fairy Motif in Amol
Pottery and Its Connection to Mythological Concepts
and Folk Beliefs in Mazandaran

" Seideh Mahboobeh Moghimnejad Hosseini
Lecturer in Art Studies, IAU, Qaemshahr Branch
“ Seid Mehran Moghimnejad Hosseini

MA in Art Research, Tehran University of Art

Mythological elements such as fairies have long held significant places in the
folk beliefs and traditional arts of various societies. Among these, in the
mythology of Mazandaran—and specifically in the pottery of Amol—the fairy
motif has symbolically emerged as one of the most prominent vehicles of
meaning. This study, through a visual and symbolic analysis of the fairy motif
in Amol pottery and with a mythological approach, seeks to uncover the
hidden layers within the visual elements of these works, layers rooted in the
ancient beliefs of Mazandaran. The findings of this descriptive-analytical
research reveal that the fairy motif in Amol pottery, beyond being a mere
decorative element, carries deep symbolic and mythological dimensions that
reflect the worldview, beliefs, and insights of the ancient people of
Mazandaran. These symbols—represented through images of birds, horses,
doves, and fish—narrate a profound connection between humans and nature,
myth and reality. The recognition of these motifs opens a new horizon for
research into the symbolism of Iranian traditional art, demonstrating that
Amol pottery, like a complete mirror, reflects the history, culture, and
collective psyche of a people whose myths still breathe within the hidden
layers of their art.

Keywords: Amol Pottery, Fairy Motif, Symbolism, Folk Beliefs in
Mazandaran, Mythology.
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