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Pouring Wine on the Earth: A Modified Form of Blood
Sacrifices

"Ayoob Omidi

The Postdoctoral Researcher of Persian language and literature, Shahid Beheshti University
“Ahmad Khatami

The Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University

The present essay delves into the practice of pouring wine on the earth through
a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon poetic-narrative texts from
Persian literature up to the 7th century. The research findings reveal that pouring
wine on the earth and sky was regarded as a form of magic in agricultural and
animal husbandry societies, performed to appease deities, invigorate the spirits
of the deceased, and enhance the fertility of the land. This ritual traces back to
ancient practices of pouring victims' blood on the soil in agricultural societies,
aimed at promoting the fertility of nature and sustaining animal-plant life. It is
evident in various cultures, with its evolved form involving pouring wine or
other liquids like milk, honey, and water onto the earth or graves. In epic texts,
this ritual is depicted as a tangible tradition symbolizing customary formality,
while in lyrical texts, it serves as a thematic device portraying battlefields, the
shedding of blood by warriors, and the beauty of sunrise. Within mystical texts,
this ritual undergoes a profound conceptual transformation. Given the
prohibition of wine, poets metaphorically allude to this custom in a mystical
context. In these texts, wine symbolizes divine love, representing true love and
its transformative impact on living beings.

Keywords: Pouring Wine on the Earth, Non-Blood Sacrifice, The Poetic-
Narrative Texts, Persian Literature.
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The Intertextual Dialogue between Qabus-nameh and Sufi
Elders' Sayings through the Lens of Gerard Genette's
Theory

"Ebrahim Danesh

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Mohaghegh Ardabili University
“Faramarz Jalalat

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Ardabil Branch

Qabus-nameh, one of the prominent works of Persian didactic literature, holds a
central position among Persian literary works owing to its formal elegance and
diverse themes. This text plays an integral intertextual role in the realm of Persian
language and literature by facilitating the acquisition and dissemination of religious,
social, and educational teachings. The profound wisdom and educational counsel
from the elders of Islamic-Iranian Sufism represent invaluable legacies that have been
passed down to significant Persian works through Qabus-nameh. A detailed
intertextual examination of Qabus-nameh alongside Sufi elders' sayings can
illuminate the influence of mysticism and Sufism on the educational framework of
Unsur al-Ma'‘ali Keikavus, the book's author, and provide insights into the intertextual
dynamics of Qabus-nameh and its intellectual sources. The findings of the present
study, presented in a descriptive-analytical manner, underscore the prevalence of both
implicit and explicit intertextuality in Qabus-nameh, highlighting its rich literary and
aesthetic merit. Furthermore, the abundance of social and religious educational
themes, as well as the emphasis on linguistic and behavioral decorum, underscores
the significance of social connections and interactions within Unsur al-Ma'ali
Keikavus's worldview and the intellectual landscape of Sufism. The attentiveness to
the teachings and conduct of the venerable figures of Islamic mysticism indicates
Unsur al-Maali Keikavus's steadfast commitment to drawing educational insights
from the key sources of this spiritual tradition.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Gerard Genette, Qabus-nameh, Sufi Elders'
Sayings, Social Interactions.
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Exploring Mythical Locations in the Tradition of
Storytelling (Naggali)

"Salman Rahimi
The Assistant Professor, Al-Mustafa Open University
“Zahra Gholami
The Assistant Professor, Al-Mustafa Open University

Place holds a deep, mythological significance that resonates with humans on a
transcendental level. The sanctity and mythological importance of certain
locations are recurring themes in myths, epics, and tradition of storytelling
(Naggali), often depicted through mountains, caves, wells, springs, crypts,
fortresses, gardens, and enchanted realms. These mythological interpretations
view place as distinct from its cosmic and material surroundings, elevating
ordinary objects and phenomena into sacred and symbolic realms. By situating
the hero within these mythical landscapes, they undergo personal growth,
spiritual development, and ultimately achieve immortality. This descriptive-
analytical research aims to explore the role and significance of mythical places
within the tradition of storytelling (Naggali), drawing insights from epic
narratives in the Shahnameh and other sources. Through analyzing the
mythological attributes associated with these places, the study reveals
mountains as particularly sacred locations due to their elevated stature and
proximity to the heavens. Additionally, other mythological sites such as springs,
castles, crypts, and gardens are often situated atop mountains, further
emphasizing their mystical nature.

Keywords: Place, Myth, Epic, The Tradition of Storytelling (Naggali),
Shahnameh, Mountain.
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Exploring Mythological Beliefs in Sistani's Stories and
Legends

Mohammad Fatemimanesh
Ph. D. in Persian Language and Literature, University of Birjand

Mythological beliefs are enduring perspectives that have played a significant
role throughout human history, shaping customs and traditions that influence
how modern individuals interact and form relationships. These beliefs hold
great anthropological importance and have influenced various sociological,
artistic, and literary domains, leaving traces in diverse human phenomena.
Central to these beliefs are indigenous and regional legends and stories, closely
tied to traditional myths, demanding serious consideration. This study delves
into the exploration of mythological convictions within Sistani's narratives and
legends, employing a descriptive-analytical approach. The findings reveal
prominent beliefs such as the concept of duality and conflicting forces, the
reverence for sleep and dreams, divine royal glory (farre izadi), the belief in
Utopia, and the sanctity of the deceased's remains within Sistani's tales and
legends. These beliefs underscore the deep-rooted connection of the Sistani
people with the ancient cultures of Iran and Scythia.

Keywords: Sistan, Mythological Beliefs, Stories and Legends, Mythological
Criticism, Scythians.
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Exploring Paradox and Its Relationship with
Mystical Experiences in the Sonnets of Rumi and Hafez

‘Sara Ghati

Ph D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Shiraz Branch
“Maryam Zibaee-nejad

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Shiraz Branch
“"Morteza Jafari

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Shiraz Branch

Paradox plays a significant role as a method of defamiliarization in mystical
poetry, particularly in the works of renowned poets such as Hafez and Jalal-al
Din Rumi who have been influenced by Islamic mysticism. They employ
paradoxical elements in their poems to convey mystical concepts to readers and
listeners. This research delves into the comparison of paradoxes in the works of
Rumi and Hafez, exploring the relationship between paradoxes and mystical
experiences in the poets' thoughts and ideas through a descriptive-analytical
approach. By identifying the differences and commonalities between the two
poets, it is evident that their thoughts share striking similarities. Both poets are
rooted in romantic mysticism, where they reconcile dualities to reach unity.
Their poems exhibit the four characteristics of mystical experience -
indescribability, epistemic quality, and ephemerality/passivity. Faced with
these ineffable experiences, the poets turn to the language of paradox to
communicate their revelations. While there are some differences, with Rumi
utilizing more synthetic paradoxes and Hafez employing semantic paradoxes,
these variances are on the surface level.

Keywords: Paradox, Mystical Experiences, Revelation, Hafez's Sonnets,
Rumi's Sonnets.
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Rumi and Jiddu Krishnamurti on Abstraction: A
Comparative Study

‘Maryam Mardani Varposhti

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran
“Hosein Hasanpoor Alashty

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran
“"Masood Ruhani

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran
“"Ali-akbar Bagheri Khalili

The Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran

Abstraction involves relinquishing all material and spiritual attachments to
uncover the ultimate truth. It is a fundamental aspect of Sufism and a central
theme in mysticism, as highlighted in various mystical texts. This essay
undertakes a descriptive and analytical comparison of the perspectives on
abstraction by Jalal-al Din Rumi and Jiddu Krishnamurti. The research aims to
identify similarities and differences in the intellectual frameworks of these two
prominent Eastern mystics. The findings reveal that Rumi and Krishnamurti
share commonalities in various aspects such as simultaneous recognition of
material and spiritual abstraction, disassociation from nationality or territorial
constraints, transcendence beyond reason and knowledge, self-negation,
abstraction intertwined with love, and abstraction leading to self-discovery.
However, distinctions emerge in their approaches towards reliance on mentors
and teachers, as well as their relationship with established religions and
ideologies. Overall, the shared beliefs between these two mystics outweigh their
points of divergence, underscoring the similarity in their epistemological and
experiential foundations. This mutual ground reflects the essence of true
mysticism.

Keywords: Rumi, Masnavi, Jiddu Krishnamurti, Abstraction, Mysticism.
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