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The Relationship between Man and God in Nikos
Kazantzakis' Mystical Perspective

“Ali Bahadori

The Assistant Professor of Theology, Farhangian University, Zeinabyyeh Branch
"Leila Mohammadi Qotbeh

MA in Philosophy of Religion, Tehran University

The power of literature to connect civilized and cultured individuals across
different times and places is undeniable. For centuries, mystical literature has
served as a bridge for those who believe in transcendence and spirituality,
uniting passionate individuals who share common concerns. Nikos
Kazantzakis, a writer with a rich body of literary and mystical works, is a
prime example of these concerned and rebellious individuals whose mystical
literature is the focus of his writing. This article examines Kazantzakis's
mystical perspective, exploring his approach to the mystical relationship
between man and God through a descriptive-analytical method. The results of
this research reveal that, in accordance with Kazantzakis's spiritual
worldview, God and man have a significant impact on the creation of divine
works. In expressing the relationship between man and God, Kazantzakis
emphasizes love, liberation from worldly attachments, the conflict between
body and soul, human existential suffering, and inner confrontation with God.
He also views death as a transcendental phenomenon that leads to the
immortality of the human soul and its connection with God.

Keywords: God, Man, Mystical Literature, Nikos Kazantzakis, Love.
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The Functions of Farr in Mohammadreza Yousefi's
Adaptations of Shanameh; A Bio-Oriented Approach

“Zahra Parsapour

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IHCS

“Fatemeh Mohammadzadeh

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

The concept of Farr, as one of the mythological ideas, refers to the relationship
between humans and nature. Those who believed in myths believed that Farr,
or the divine power, exists in all beings, both human and animal, and causes
them to perfect their functions. In Shanameh, this power is sometimes
associated with animal symbols, highlighting the synchronization of humans
and nature in establishing order and preserving nature from the power of anti-
nature during mythological times. The present article, using a descriptive-
analytical method, focuses on the function of Farr in Mohammadreza
Yousefi's adaptations of Shanameh, written for children and teenagers. In his
works, Farr, in the form of animals such as a bird (Spida) and a lamb (Farhan),
creates order and saves both humans and nature from the elements of
antinature, such as Divan (demons), drought, and severe cold. The research
shows that Yousefi has presented Farr's animal symbols in a mythological way
for his audience with a bio-oriented approach. In these works, Farr is a part of
nature that fights against evil, restores order, and helps in the survival of both
humans and non-humans. In later historical periods, the role of Farr changes,
and it is placed at the service of political and social order.

Keywords: The Function of Animal Appearances, Shanameh,,
Mohammadreza Yousefi, Bio-Oriented.
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The Mystical and Mythological Perspective of
Shahrnush Parsipur on Women and Their Social
Position in Her Novel Women Without Men

“Solmas Pourtaghi Miyandoab

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, Mohaghegh Ardabili University
“Tooraj Aghdaie

The Associated Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Al-Zahra University
""Heidar Hasanloo

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Zanjan Branch
“Mehri Talkhabi

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Zanjan Branch

Mystical stories serve as a means of spreading awareness and promoting
spirituality in the realm of mysticism and human progress towards self-
transcendence. Numerous authors have focused on transcendence under the
guise of mysticism and spiritual experience in their works. Shahrnush Parsipur
is one such writer who views the lives of her fictional characters through a
mystical lens and portrays immortality in reality. In her renowned novel
Women Without Men, Parsipur employs mystical elements to create her female
characters. The objective of this research is to investigate the social and
mystical perspective of Shahrnush Parsipur towards women and their social
status, based on the novel, using an analytical-descriptive approach. The
findings of this research suggest that each character in the novel can be
considered a representative of a segment of women's society; women who, by
attaining self-knowledge and embarking on a spiritual journey, strive to
understand the truth of their existence and seek inner purity, immortality, and
truth.

Keywords: Mysticism, Contemporary Fiction, Shahrnush Parsipur,
Spiritual Journey.
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Analyzing the Semio-Semantic Functions of Masnavi
Manavi in the Story of the ""A Man of Baghdad"*

“Mahnaz Ravanbakhsh

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Roodhen Branch
“Shahin Ojaq Alizade

The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, South Tehran Branch
"Fatehmeh Emami
The Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, AU, South Tehran Branch

Semio-semantics, a novel approach, focuses on studying the evolution of signs
in discourse to comprehend the evolution of meanings. The objective of this
research is to investigate the semio-semantic functions that result in the
continuity and persistence of meaning in the desired discourse through the
analytical-descriptive method. The multiple discourse systems that exist in the
story of "a man of Baghdad" from Masnavi Manavi are formed based on the
interactive, perceptive, fluid, and phenomenal relationship with the world, and
the course of meanings in it emerges due to the subject's interaction with the
universe. The approach of this research is to examine signs not individually
but in interaction with a set of other signs, which leads to new discourse
meaning making. By disrupting the fixed rules of signs, Rumi transforms the
fixed form of discourse and changes the flow of meanings from a monotonous
and program-oriented state to a fluid state, thereby portraying a new world of
signs and meanings.

Keywords: Semio-semantics, Mystical Texts, Masnavi Manavi, Book VI
of Masnavi Manavi, The Story of A Man of Baghdad.
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The Genealogical Values of Vegetative Reason and the
Growth of ""Kin Plant™ in Shanameh Based on
Archetypal Criticism; The Case Study: The Myth of
Siavash and Kei-Khosrow

“Peghah Mahmoodi

Ph. D. in Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Saveh Branch

“Neda Mounzavi

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Kish Int’l Campus

The approach of archetypal criticism, which has its foundation in
anthropology, is interdisciplinary in nature. This method is particularly
prominent in the study of epic works, such as Ferdowsi's Shanameh, due to
the deep-rooted archetypes and mythological foundations present in these
texts. The collective unconscious plays a dominant role in great mythological
and mystical works, as evidenced by the presence of motifs such as the
repetition of cosmic processes, rituals, gods, and supernatural elements. As a
result, these texts, and particularly Shanameh, are highly suitable for the
analysis of archetypal elements. The purpose of this research is to investigate
and analyze the archetypal connection between plants and humans in myths,
specifically focusing on the stories of Siavash and Kei-Khosrow. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes Jung's critique
of archetypes to analyze the archetypal and genealogical aspects of the
vegetative reason. The findings of this research indicate that the "Kin plant"
(coral plant or Erythrina corallodendron) that grows from Siavash's blood is a
symbol of the archetype of human reason and plant descent of man, which is
manifested in the existence of Kei-Khosrow.

Keywords: The Plant Descent of Man, Archetype, Mythological Criticism,
Shanameh.
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Confrontation of Iranian-Greek Knowledge Systems in
the Narratives of Medea and Sohrab

“Amir-reza Nooripartov

Ph. D. Candidate of Philosophy of Art, IAU, Science and Research Branch
“Ata-ollah Koopal

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Karaj Branch
"Shams-ol-mulook Mostafavi

The Associate Professor of Persian Philosophy, IAU, North Tehran Branch

The current article aims to elucidate the similarities and differences between
two worldviews presented in two works, Euripides' play Medea and
Ferdowsi's epic Shanameh, by analyzing their discourse of power. This
research employs an analytical-comparative method, and the necessary
information was gathered through a library study and discourse analysis. The
study's objective is to identify the distinguishing points of these two epistemes
concerning the concept of power. The results of this comparative study can
serve as examples of common epistemology in the cultural spaces of classical
Greece and Iran and the dominant discourse in these two cultures. The
theoretical basis for this discussion is derived from Michel Foucault's ideas
and his concept of power discourse. The study reveals that while both works
share similar components in their episteme, such as destiny, death, love,
originality, and wisdom, their fundamental distinction lies in their approach to
accepting or opposing the discourse of God's (or the gods) supreme power. In
the story of Sohrab, Ferdowsi considers God's destiny as the cause of the
story's ending, while Euripides portrays Medea as standing against the
institutionalized tradition and even being willing to behead her children, take
the gods with herself, and ride gloriously on the chariot of the gods while
opposing the dominant discourse of power.

Keywords: Medea, Shanameh, Discourse of Power, Michel Foucault.
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