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1. The Collective Unconscious 2. The Double
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A Mythological Analysis of the Twin Archetype (Anima)
in Sadegh Hedayat's the Doll Behind the Curtain

Mohammad-Hadi Morardi
Ph.D. in Persian language and literature, IAU, Sanandaj Branch

According to Carl Gustav Jung's theory of mythological criticism, within the
collective unconscious of every individual resides a female counterpart known
as the anima—an eternal representation of a man's feminine psychological
legacy across generations. Similar to other archetypes, the anima can
materialize and symbolize universal patterns in mythology and literary works.
One such instance where the anima archetype, portrayed as a female twin, is
explored is in Sadegh Hedayat's short story, The Doll Behind the Curtain. In
this descriptive-analytical study, rooted in library research and guided by
Jung's archetype theory, the author delves into how the archetype of Hamzad
or anima is expressed within this narrative. The research findings suggest that
the story's foundation rests on a mythological framework, with the anima
archetype, represented as a female twin, serving as a reflection of Mehrdad's
unconscious feminine essence in both constructive and destructive ways— a
pivotal element within the story's central protagonist.

Keywords: Anima, Archetype, Mythological Criticism, Twin, Carl Gustav
Jung.
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