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Qabus-nameh, one of the prominent works of Persian didactic literature, holds a
central position among Persian literary works owing to its formal elegance and
diverse themes. This text plays an integral intertextual role in the realm of Persian
language and literature by facilitating the acquisition and dissemination of religious,
social, and educational teachings. The profound wisdom and educational counsel
from the elders of Islamic-Iranian Sufism represent invaluable legacies that have been
passed down to significant Persian works through Qabus-nameh. A detailed
intertextual examination of Qabus-nameh alongside Sufi elders' sayings can
illuminate the influence of mysticism and Sufism on the educational framework of
Unsur al-Ma'‘ali Keikavus, the book's author, and provide insights into the intertextual
dynamics of Qabus-nameh and its intellectual sources. The findings of the present
study, presented in a descriptive-analytical manner, underscore the prevalence of both
implicit and explicit intertextuality in Qabus-nameh, highlighting its rich literary and
aesthetic merit. Furthermore, the abundance of social and religious educational
themes, as well as the emphasis on linguistic and behavioral decorum, underscores
the significance of social connections and interactions within Unsur al-Ma'ali
Keikavus's worldview and the intellectual landscape of Sufism. The attentiveness to
the teachings and conduct of the venerable figures of Islamic mysticism indicates
Unsur al-Maali Keikavus's steadfast commitment to drawing educational insights
from the key sources of this spiritual tradition.
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