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The Spiritual Journey of the Mystic and the Force
Schema in Masnavi Manavi and Nazm-as-suluk; A
Comparative Study
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The force schema is one of the important components in cognitive linguistics
that forms the basis of metaphor. Mark Johnson outlines seven types of force
schemas which can be used to examine the stages of spiritual journey (suluk)
in mystical texts. The present article, by using analytical descriptive method,
attempts to examine the types of force schemas and the process of their
influence on the mystic's spiritual journey in Jalal-a-Din Rami's Mashavi
Manavi and Ibn al-Farid's Nazm-as-suluk (The Wine Ode). The results show
that the compulsion schema can be studied in two lexical and grammatical
categories. Masnavi Manavi and Nazm-as-suluk include a motion schema in
which the mystic faces obstacles that act like a barrier and prevent the mystic
from entering the stages of spiritual journey (suluk). In the counterforce
schema, two forces collide strongly with each other, and the resultant of these
two forces leads to the creation of unity. In the restraint removal schema, Rimi
and Ibn al-Farid consider elements such as asceticism, purification and denial
of reincarnation to be effective in removing obstacles. In the diversion
schema, both poets have considered the exoteric knowledge as an important
factor in the mystic's lack of progress.

Keywords: Masnavi Manavi, Nazm-as-suluk, Force Schema, Compulsion
Schema, Motion Schema, Counterforce Schema, Restraint Removal Schema,
Diversion Schema
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