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Research Article

Abstract

Introduction: In aspect of psychology, man is a social being and by making home, he objectifies his
existence. Therefore, in addition to its physical and climatic dimensions, the home is influenced by
many cultural and social components. The purpose of this research is to review the impact of the
changing level of social interactions in giving meaning to "home" and creating a sense of belonging to
it in Dariush Mehrjoui’s films, who represents the lived life of the people of the society in his films.
Methodology: In this research, "Ejare neshinha", "Mehman e Maman" and "Tehran Tehran" which have
collective protagonists with different attitudes towards "home™ have been analyzed by Roland Barthes
semiotics. Therefore, as a first step the totality of the narratives has been described from the view of the
effect of social interactions in meaning "home" in the lives of the characters of the narratives by using
library studies on the semantics of home in the field of phenomenology and observation tools. Then, the
scene which is the result of the collective activity of the residents and has an important role in unraveling
the problems raised in the narrative, has been selected as the unit of analysis in all of them. And the five
concepts of hermeneutic, semantic, symbolic, action, referential codes in the above semiotics have been
analyzed based on the confirmation strategy of three research colleagues in the field of sociology.
Results: The results show that neighborhood relations are the most important factor in creating the spirit
of a place in the studied films. Also, in the semiotic analysis of layers of meaning based on hermeneutic
codes, the body and material (physical) characteristics of the living place are shown as an important and
influential factor in shaping the social interactions of the residents. The implicit and symbolic meanings
found in the films indicate that intimate neighborly relations are the most important factors in creating
the spirit of a place, especially the sense of identity, vitality and psycho-social security in residents.
According to action and referential codes, the traditional houses and the traditional structure of the
neighborhoods provide more capabilities for the emergence of human-emotional relationships among
neighbors compared to modern urban structures due to their cultural-spatial system.

Conclusion: The linear analysis of Dariush Mehrjoui's thought in giving meaning to "home" shows that
as urban structures became more modern and the concept of "house" becomes more prominent than
"home" which causes social relations between citizens to fade, the display of traditions through explicit
and implicit signs and their impact on Human relationships and giving meaning to the place of life is
more emphasized in his films. Therefore, by examining the concepts, signs and semantic implications
in the mise-en-scene and stage design of cinematic movies, it is possible to study, analyze and theorize
about the impact of contemporary architecture on the society. These theories can redefine the Iranian-
Islamic identity of the society, and provide the possibility of constructive human interaction with the
place of life in order to achieve sustainable urban development.
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