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Research Article

Abstract

Introduction: Iranian traditional arts refer to some common concepts in different representational forms rooting
from the thought foundations of the creators of those arts. An analysis of pertinent philosophical topics reveals a
cohesive intellectual framework among the creators of these works, demonstrating how these arts developed within
a mystical context. The surviving Futuwat manuscripts from this era serve as evidence for this interconnectedness.
In professional craft systems, apprentices first learned self-purification practices and meditation from their masters
before learning their respective trades; this principle extended to architecture as well. Notably, when exploring
traditional Iranian arts, one finds that many works lack explicit attribution or are identified by names accompanied
by the pseudonym Fagqir, which translates to "the poor." This phenomenon ties into discussions surrounding
"artlessness". In both traditional art and architecture, artistic creation was not solely reliant on an artist's ingenuity
or creativity; instead, artists viewed themselves as conduits for divine inspiration and embodiments of profound
narratives from metaphysical realms. Consequently, they often labeled themselves as "artless" during their creative
processes. The impact of mystical themes on artistic production suggests that architects' use of "Faqir" may
symbolize their spiritual conditions; references to this term within building inscriptions resonate with concepts
related to "the state of poverty"” in mystical traditions alongside notions tied to "lack of artistry" within discussions
about traditional art.

Methodology: Therefore, a question arises here: Is there any relationship between the term "poor" used by architects
of Iranian traditional buildings and the position of poverty in mysticism? The purpose of this qualitative study with
an inductive approach is terminology of the term “poor” used in inscriptions of Iranian traditional monuments
examining its possible relationship with the mystical worlds. Additionally, it explores how these spiritual
experiences manifest in architectural forms.. Through qualitative content analysis and textual coding, key analytical
indicators have been identified; furthermore, by considering intellectual unity among traditional artists' discourses,
interpretations from poetic art have been consulted to clarify and contextualize architects' spiritual journeys while
examining the importance attributed to "poverty" within these literary sources.Then the indicators derived from the
mystic poems are validated based on the narrative interpretation. The term "poor" used in the inscriptions of
architectural monuments was then analyzed based on rational reasoning.

Results: Traditional architect (in the position of master) after the unseen intuition, has a "desire to meet again" and
to connect with his inner universe, and in his art, which is the memory of that meeting and the symbolic expression
of those transcendental conditions, in the direction of the methodology of this The path for the audience and the
architectural recreation of that visit is revealed.

Conclusion: According to the results, the surname of the architect indicating the term "poor" in the inscriptions
found in traditional monuments is related to the position of poverty in the mystical world, and artists of the traditional
world (masters) were mystics who reached the status of unseen witnesses and could see the mystical world. With
such spiritual conduct, the mystic architect made its architectural work a field for contemplation and reflection
revealing a world beyond the terrestrial senses.

Conflict of interest: None declared.

Keywords: Futuwwat Nameh, Artist’s Conduct, Unseen Witness, Poverty in Mysticism, Artlessness

! This article is taken from Ph.D. Thesis of the first author entitled "Disclosure of mystic garden in traditional Persian architecture (with
emphasis on conscience garden poem of Nezami Ganjavi)" under guidance of the second author and advice of third author at the Islamic Azad
University, Ahar,Iran.

2 Ph.D. Candidate of Architecture, Department of Architecture, Ahar Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahar, Iran.

3 Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, Ahar Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahar, Iran. (Corresponding author).
Shafizade.a@gmail.com

4 Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran.


https://doi.org/10.71882/jisaud.2024.1104987



