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Social Skills and Behavior Problems of Iranian Preschoolers
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Abstract

arents (n = 1001) and teachers (n = 284) of 518

girls and 483 boys (aged 3-5 years old), answered
the Social Skills Rating System—Parent and Teacher forms
(Gresham & Eliot, 1990), which aimed to measure their
children's social skills, internalizing problems, and exter-
nalizing problems based on gender differences. The results
of a MANOVA showed that, according to parents and
teachers, girls scored higher than boys on the social skills
(cooperation, responsibility and self control) and interna-
lizing problems (sadness, depression and loneliness) sub-
scales. Boys scored higher than girls on the externalizing
problems (aggression, poor control of temper, argueing)
subscale. Parents' ratings did not show a significant differ-
ence between girls and boys' measurements of assertive-

ness.

Key words: social skills, internalizing problems, externa-

lizing problems, gender, preschoolers.
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