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Abstract

his research aimed at examining the role of
T personality traits and thinking styles in the

academic achievement of university students. 214
male and 205 female students completed the short version
of the Five Factor Inventory and Thinking Styles
Inventory. Grade Point Averages (GPA) of the parti-
cipants were used as indicators of academic achievement.
The path analysis was conducted to test the direct and
indirect effects of personality traits on thinking styles and
academic achievement. The results showed the significant
positive effects of openness on judicial, global, liberal and
conservative thinking styles, neuroticism on executive,
local and conservative thinking styles, conscientiousness
on legislative and hierarchical thinking styles, and extro-
version on global liberal, hierarchical and external thinking
styles. But openness had a significant negative effect on
conservative thinking style. Indirect effects of the following
factors on the academic achievement were also signifi-
cant: openness through judicial thinking style, neuroticism
through executive thinking style, conscientiousness through
legislative thinking style, openness and extroversion
through global and liberal thinking styles, neuroticism and
openness through conservative thinking style, extrove-
rsion and conscientiousness through hierarchical thinking
style, and extroversion through external thinking style. In
general, the results of this research emphasize the necessity
of considering the role or personality traits and thinking
styles in academic achievement of students. The implications
for instructors are discussed.

Key words : personality traits, thinking styles, academic
achievement.
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3. Glaser, R. 9. self-esteem

4. ability tests 10. learning approaches
5. Carter, G. 11. personality traits

6. Jones, M. G. 12. thinking styles
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13. demographic factors 19. assertiveness

14. Costa, P. T. 20. openness

15. McCrea, R. R. 21. agreeableness
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17. impulsiveness 23. Goldberg, L. R.
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17. liberal 23. authority-oriented
18. conservative 24. McKenzie, J.
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