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Ineffectiveness of Rational Reasons in Changing Moral Decisions
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Abstract
his aim of this study was to investigate the effect of rational reasons on moral decisions. For this purpose a call for

T participation in the study was sent to 75000 email addresses of residents of Tehran and its suburbs. Eventually 765
volunteers participated in the study. By using a moral dilemma (Stanley, Dougherty, Yang, Henne & De Brigard, 2018) in an
experimental design, the participants were asked to say which option they would choose if they were in this moral dilemma (their
initial decision). Then the participants were randomly assigned to three groups: one group was given the reasons affirming their initial
decision, one group was given the reasons opposing their initial decision, and one group was given all reasons (affirming and
opposing). Participants were asked to evaluate these reasons. Then they were asked to choose one of the two options again (their final
decision). Fisher's exact test, logistic regression analysis, and variance analysis showed that very few participants changed their initial
decision after examining the reasons, the initial decision explained a large proportion of the final decision's variance, and participants
evaluated affirming reasons better than opposing ones. These findings suggest that rational reasons do not help to change individual’s
moral decisions.

Keywords: affect, moral choice, moral decision, moral dilemma, reason

received: 08 November 2018 AAR\ZRVNANTCI P
accepted: 07 July 2019 WANFNE o pdy
Contact information: eahmadi1356@gmail.com




W o s o ilate Y sael ST

o e ol iy (VA2-) s slizel 4 (VAT
4 sl S et ol 51 B (el g 9 525 0
|y 59 dides b 7 jluan bl Cus sla s 50 ol
|y 595 dishs b ¥ jluanls bl oS (sla s Jg oy oo
(Vo ¥ o)oSY g (Sl cquogill e9 590 c923) 138 00 3,
i) 0p syt b jluen laadnl )y
(Gl 9 g 59 Ve e B oagS g Glodgl) BIBE 6yt
(¥e-¥
2 e > U M (gl gy mmenal (ol 92 L
(r)S 9 S0l ey Ve Ve pob) Aitun j daie Y
(9 TV (any 5 (Slo Yo Ve () 5 oSy FNY
s 5 & o Jlatags 4251 (Y10 o 5 gk
ol SW5315 0 (BEME] gla g 1S puoual juusd j3 alais
")) slatil ozmen S slaans) o o hagly Bk
oor b bpeal g dage 5 dadygd il & aad e ol
VoY el g Caud cp)l) Wgud o 0300 yuusd g ad b o s
o 3 23l bl eyl obisl o (V2 V5 s g S 00
Ay JLida ol a5 prenal SO (il b (6 5 paonad
5 o9 ol ks VIV )0 5 Sl )Ll
rlo b (BB S mmeal m groped (VR (g
Ny e dSusSul) o)l 5939 (ol (sl glas a4 1S paouns
colf)?o HERAY sJJ)y) Yeod ‘L)“.*.'?)l“’ 9 uAsl; c&MSwJ]
Lo > 5 05l (hw p s & sl cpimgy ol B
Ol G Gl g1 (IS (lagmenal s 9 (il 5
caosonis IMET a3 Sy 3 &S sl 31,31 LT oS
S b s 9 (3235 (003 0y 93 51 (So (5im) 85 0

dodlo
Olgualsd IS (oo y9p0 293 (8D )3 el o Sl gl
&S5k g u_e)/lz-l S (6 35 aoual ddine 9D O‘M‘J 9
alawlgdy iy o181 1y 5 g plowl Jdo b b bygueua ol 53
¥ VA B ainl) Kt 393 puonas ax g5 4 1B 13,91
o3l 31,31 51 (6l (¥ + + 0 eam S DAY+ ¢ ol ¥ VY (g
5929 b 408 o paoual dbaie sla > 4L p &S ALS o
AV GPPPWEP It “%’Y?‘W’ 93 olianild g B gulid ¢ oyl
S5 ldpuenad g 03,0 Cuoglio o gla L) ply o &S
Hay. ‘L)"'") HEANY 9y VA 4)L§M‘) BV %) ).u.v.: ‘)
ilate s J i il (BT Slacsysh
CAJLQ .(Y'\A c.))lii){ﬁ 9 O 5L_§.u 5&)‘) 5UL~MA‘) A})‘Jﬁ
(19A+) Sigalj 5 (1350) pd 1 s b V2V ¥+ -1)
5 Ygome WS clagsanas 5 bsysh o5 8 o sl
dasdiy poo a5 T plus] S5y 08 sla 1Sy
@ Bl iy 4 e o Ui o gy e W15, e
W oy snbbpyy & Slalh § bdisus
9 9) ddde LIS S gk g )58 S STy s
uilge g boslasl ol p gl (Vo8 S
(Blo) 85 st | B slasysh g s
Wi g Cald Voo (gS g gl o)l (Kb
L)"L‘“" 2 (Y'\Y c)i.uw 9 f\{ cy)lfy Yool cwlﬁs 9
Gy LY aS oy x|, Pl (ola,ld, ol 3l da jimgs
@ ;0 Lol il o (It ) 3939 ] 390 bjs
od 9 w5 (i) M 38 (g (nl e sy
é$|9 P .(Y' A “_;.9)99 9 A}M{)}u cwl!b Yoo cwl}b HIERTA
iSly st IMS] (5,18 paouas 5 (59 pKinay ol 3l
g (Yoo Ve ola) dimd o lis 05l b

S amoncs | Ly il &l dgmg Lilaie o s 3]

1. automatic 4. unconscious
2. immediate

3. emotional 6. compatible

5. taboo behaviors

7. incompatible
8. behavioral economics
9. moral dilemma
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1. antinationalist

2. moral dilemma
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1. Fisher exact test

2. logistic regression analysis
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2. Nagelkerke or pseudo-R2
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