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Marital Conflict and the Role of Child Temperament

Fatemeh Gharehbaghy Maria A. Vafaie, PhD

M. A. in Psychology Tarbiat Modarres University
Abstract

his study examined the mediating and moderating

role of child temperament in the relationship between
marital conflict and the child's affective-behaviorals symp-
toms, physical and psychosocial health. 220 female and
193 male elementary school students (fifth grade) were se-
lected using stratified random sampling. Their mother were
administered the O'Leary-Porter Overt Hostitility Scale
(Porter & O'Leary, 1980), the Early Adolescent Tempera-
ment Questionnaire-Revised (Putnam, Ellis & Rothbart,
2001), and the Child Health Questionnaire-Parent Form
(Landgraf & Abetz, 1996). In addition, mothers and teach-
ers of the students completed the Strengths and Difficul-
ties Questionnaire (Goodman, 1997). Regression analysis
of data indicated that marital conflict and child temperment
were predictors of child psychopathological symptoms and
health. Marital conflict was positively correlated with ne-
gative temperament, and negatively correlated with posi-
tive temperament. The moderating role of child's positive
temperaament and effortful control in marital conflict and
child health was posited, as well as the mediating effect of
child temperament in the relation between marital confict
and child behavioral symptoms. The implications based on

the research findings are discussed.

Key words: marital conflict, child temperament, psycho-

pathological symptoms, health.
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1. interparental conflict
2. stress
3. cognitive functions

5. stressor
6. temperament

4. adrenocortical function

7. systems perspective
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1. procedural perspective
2. mediator mechanisms
3. moderator mechanisms

4. Overt Hostility / O’Leary — Porter Scale (OPS)
5. Early Adolescent Temperament Questionnaire Revised (EATQ-R)
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1. activation control 7. high intensity pleasure
2. affiliation 8. inhibitory control

3. attentional focusing 9. shyness

4. attentional shifting 10. aggression

5. fear 11. depressive mood

6. frustration

12. Child Health Questionnaire — Parent Form (CHQ-PF-28)

13. physical health

14. self-esteem

15. psychosocial health

16. Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire (SDQ)

17. conduct problems

6007 IOWUIM /QT 9NSST /C TO A - SISISOTOUOIASJ URTURIT JO JRUINO(

-
-




| YVAY e 1IN 2 loww [y Jlw — Sl ] ylwlid]lyy doldiad

—
-
=

@85 ST sl s (o b abls

Cayd o> 5 (V) Cowl Cuvyd oS o*) G Cawyd
2 ol 35 53 i 6)liSes (¥) cul
Slewlidoj ggoome Joli ()l8) sloailts lido s
L ¥ lenn by ©ISe 5 (6l SIS (5 558
Jolis Lable claailis ¢ +/VY §log,S Wl oy
S8 o olasl g (Sodl slaslis jl glac oz
lawbj)l e b edlawl </8Y Flg,S Wl oo b
SagS Slbam] claalis JS 1 ladae o oly00e
Aol Cwd @ (=2 /FF P<e/oV) Jod LB Siwsen
iy e Sy Julos 5l eslisl L ol

Ladl
Sied ol s g olo] (ladasuie V g
ey o lis |y imeh cpl sl e

ofle 5 )15 (FHoanw )98 ((10355) a3 Al
2 OB S8 g (o delidiyy cpl (Ve
LS o SaS Sy oo OIS (VL jlad 15 20
asuid (algy (Vo) oled g 0295 5155 4 s
sloial) Cusl g moler b ol Gloesliden 5l Ko o
e 9 (DSMAIV)  Jly; slod3is paseis 5 (sbe]
cawlio (ICD-10) "lMs ) Mol (saiaibs ol
el g silwley 8 olpl 3 SDQ wlide .ol 059
(wgd Slyad VYAD cybgy o (2Bs) cunl o S
OS5y 5 2By (WA cgaal 5 Loy LSy 5 e
=loy o (WIAY L <[EF) YL Sgy Sluen (VTAQ)
VY = Glodse 5 ke o)) o (Staren) (5l
YO b dolidiwyy opl o05163,8 (5,155 o] (el (P</+)
Sl ()8 Mo il olidoj 0 Jolds Jlgw
OV lon b OMSCbe (ot (4938 42 95 2Ly ¢ ible
doto dw wlolp a8 )b Jlaw 0 Gliwgd 5o ,ls,

N Jgds>

(N=FAY) Jiogs (slopmite JS  Sitaned colys g )bl sla A,im

Ay 5 o ] Y \ \ SD M U

—SIYe YIE. 2980j oyl

S AR 7A R AL 70N Cate glje ¥

S 7AA MY ) s AR L 77 SRERAVLV e zlie Y

/- LAY/ V- MY | & SR VAN NI\ { YU ke 2Ulgs ¥

A AL ARY A A AV A & S 77N A V/ 2 Slows codlw b

—_ -fov*® S/ ST} SRV L YL & L VA A WA VAV P PO B IS VI

A ARV A Ay | MY IN- SRV ) PR A v YA C WV 7 sible gls ailis .Y

EERYAY SREIY) ¢ SRV A & YA | YA 4§ RTA N AR AV 2R V17 S VAV 2 &) sl wlis A
P< ./,

Jsi2) o> audys 4 bapps (yom)Sy Jubos b
SYL 5k (2Ulg g zlie (i &S a0 Lis (¥
Cdl g 5y )- dble claailis Lt e ) SoeS
Db g0 Sl S3gS
4SS Jodss pilSe 93 paw dnsyd dul

Ol Y Jodx 50 Gsew)S) Julod gl &5 jolailen
i 9o b Ghmgly ol Jgl andyb s e
Sl pudtus 048 npln Sl (29005 12515
GegSae 0AIS (ol 5 i glie 5 )l )-ible
A8l 298 VU e (Ul g Cute glie e

1. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders

2. International Classification of Disorders
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