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Maternal Mental States Input and Children Social Behavior: The
Mediator Role of Theory of Mind
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Abstract

he purpose of this study was to examine the mediating role of theory of mind in the relationship between mother’s mental

states input in daily conversations and children social behavior. The sample consisted of 208 preschool children, their
mothers and their teachers from the city of Shiraz. The research instruments were the Theory of Mind Tasks Battery (Wellman &
Liu, 2004), the Maternal Mental States Input Inventory (Peterson & Slaughter, 2003), and the Children Social Behavior Subscale
(Teacher form; Corrigan, 2003). The results of path analysis indicated that by mediating of theory of mind, the elaborated mental
states input is a positive predictor of children’s social behavior, while non-elaborated non-mental states input predicted the children
social behavior negatively. The findings suggested that the type of mother’s speech in daily conversations, by mediating of theory

of mind, played effective role in children’s social behavior.
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6. mental states
7. Dahlgren, S.
8. Sandberg, A.
9. Larsson, M.
10. intentionality

1. social cognition
2. person perception
3. role-taking skills
4. theory of mind

5. Grady, C. L.

11. joint visual attention
12. pretend play

13. appearance-reality
14. false belief task

15. metaphor

16. irony

17. faux pas

18. modular theory

19. neurological maturation
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5. self-awareness

6. pretence

7. mind reading

8. naive psychology

1. theory-theory

2. Perner, J.

3. simulation theory
4. Harris, P. L.

9. contextual

10. internalization

11. zone of proximal development
12. dialogic nature

13. Vygotsky theory

14. give and take structure
15. external speech

16. inner speech
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1. maternal mental state input
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1. Theory of Mind Tasks Battery 3. diverse beliefs
2. diverse desires

5. content false belief

4. knowledge access 6. explicit false belief

7. belief emotion
8. real-apparent emotion
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1. Maternal Mental State Input Inventory (MMSII)
2. elaborated mental state

3. elaborated non-mental state

4. non-elaborated mental state

5. non-elaborated non-mental state

6. Social Behavior Subscale-Teacher version

7. Social Competence Scale

8. emotional self-regulation skills

9. academic skills

10. path analysis

11. sequential simultaneous regression analysis
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