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Abstract
T he aim of the present study was to examine the psychometric properties of the Devereux Student Strengths Assessment

(DESSA; Lebuffe, Shapiro & Naglieri, 2009) scale in Iranian children. Seven hundred forty four children aged 5 to 14
years (384 girls and 360 boys) were selected by multistage random sampling method from Isfahan city in 2015-2016 academic year.
The reliability of the DESSA was assessed via internal consistency, inter-item correlations. Factor structure of the scale was assessed
by explanatory and confirmatory factor analysis. The validity of the DESSA was examined by the correlation between the subscales
and divergent validity. The Cronbach's alpha coefficients in all subscales and the total scale for the participants of both genders had
acceptable psychometric properties and most of the correlations range were more than .40. Explanatory factor analyses indicated
eight factors model. Confirmatory factor analysis indices also indicated that items had good fit. Moreover, divergent validity of the

DESSA with the Ratter's Child Behavior Questionnaire for parents was satisfactory.
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. Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

. self-awareness

. self-management
. social-awareness
. relationship skills

AN N AW =

. Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)

7. personal responsibility

8. emotion regulation

9. situations of psychological distress
10. management of stress

11. competency
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1. Devereux Student Strengths Assessment (DESSA)

2. Individualized Education Programs (IEP)
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1. social-emotional competencies

2. goal-directed behavior

3. optimistic thinking

4. decision making

5. personal responsibility

6. Behavioral and Emotional Rating Scale (BERS-2)

7. adaptive behavior

8. Behavior Assessment System for Children (BASC-2)
9. behavioral symptoms index

10. somatization

11. withdrawal

12. double translation
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1. Child Behavior Questionnaire For Parents
2. Ratter, M.

3. Smith, D. J.
4. specificity
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1. Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy
2. Bartletts test of Sphericity

3. Comparative Fit Index (CFI)

4. Normed Fit Index (NFI)

5. Relative Fit Index (RFI)

6. Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA)

7. Goodness of Fit Index (GFI)

8. Akaike Information Criterion (AIC)
9. Schermelleh-Engel, K.

10. Moosbrugger, H.

11. Miiller, H.
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