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A Study of Problem-Solving Styles and Fear of Assertiveness
in Adolescents with Conduct Disorder
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Abstract

he present research aimed to compare the problem-

solving styles and fear of assertiveness of students
with conduct disorder (CD) and normal students. Forty
adolescent boys diagnosed as having CD, based on teacher
ratings and 40 normal students were selected for the study.
All participants were matched by age, grade, sex and
academic achievement. The instruments used in the
research consisted of Problem-Solving Styles Inventory,
CSI- 4 Questionnaire and Fear of Assertiveness Inventory.
T-test results demonstrate that positive problem-solving
styles of the CD group was significantly lower than the
normal group (P<0/02), with fear of assertiveness being
significantly higher than the normal group (P<0/05).
Results also show that students with conduct disorder are
unable to make efficient use of cognitive and social skills in
personal and social situations, in contrast to their normal

peers.

Key words: problem-solving styles, fear of assertiveness,

conduct disorder, cognitive and social skills.

Correspondence concerning this article should be address-
ed to Nourollah Mohammadi, Department of clinical
Psychology, Shiraz University. Electronic mail may be sent
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4. assertiveness
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1. Disruptive Disorders

2. Conduct Disorder

3. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM- 1V)
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4. conversation skills
5. expressing feeling and thought
6. managing conflicts
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2. stress

3. coping

4. adjustment

5. prosocial

6. information processing
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1. making requests and saying "no"
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5. helplessness

6. problem-solving control

7. avoidance

8. creativity

9. problem-solving confidence
10. approach

11. Cronbach's Coefficient Alpha
12. convergent validity
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1. self-monitoring

2. inhibition

3. making-decission

4. Child Symptom Inventories-4
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1. test-retest
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