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The Effect of Task-based Language Teaching on EFL
Learners' Reading Comprehension

Reza Kalantari (M.A.)
Mahnaz Saeidi (Ph.D.)

Abstract

The ability to read in a second language is one of the most
important skills required of people in multilingual and international
settings. The main Purpose for reading can include reading for
comprehension. Emphasis on reading ability of foreign language
learners has come to be one of the most important methodological
topics in the field of English to speakers of other languages, because it
is considered a significant tool in leaning all academic subjects. One
of the major problems is Iranian students' unwillingness in involving
with reading texts, while most of the English textbooks are reading
based in Iran. Reading classes seem boring for students. This is due to
teachers' unawareness of making language classes meaningful and
therefore enjoyable for students. Task-based language teaching is an
effective methodology for improving learners' linguistic and
communicative competence. This study has investigated the effect of
task-based activities on EFL learners' reading comprehension. In
order to accomplish the research, 60 students were chosen from a
private Institute. A pre-test including 60 TOFLE questions was given
to the participants. According to the pre-test, the participants were
divided into two groups, namely experimental and control groups. The
experimental group was taught according to the elements of task-
based learning but the control group didn't receive such treatment.
After 15 sessions a post test was given. Through the analysis of the
obtained data, t-test, it was found that there were significant
differences between control and experimental group on dependant
variable, reading comprehension.

Key Words:
Reading Comprehension, Task-based, Language Teaching,
Communicative Competence



