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Abstract

In the Iranian penal system, in accordance with the criminal policy of Islam,
fathers and paternal grandfathers are exempt from retribution in the event of the
murder of a child. In this way, anyone who knowingly and intentionally commits
another murder is subject to retribution, except for the parent, who is not subject
to retribution in the event of the murder of a child. Here, the meaning of the parent,
father, and paternal grandfather is the higher the higher. Infanticide includes the
murder of a fetus, newborn, child, and adult. Given the vulnerability and
dependence of children on their parents, the importance of addressing the issue is
doubled. In this crime, the father, paternal grandfather, or mother commits a crime
under the influence of a series of causes and factors with different motives, and
each society reacts against the perpetrators in accordance with its own
circumstances. Psychological and social causes and factors such as parental
mental illness, accidental infanticide, environmental stress, economic factors, and
cultural conflict play a role in committing infanticide. Criminal prevention of
infanticide can be achieved by enacting specific deterrent and criminalization laws
regarding infanticide and implementing punishments correctly and without
discrimination, and non-criminal prevention can be achieved through
psychological autopsy, early screening, and identification of mental illnesses.
Keywords: Criminological aspects, the crime of infanticide, Iranian law and
Islamic jurisprudence.
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