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Abstract

This article examines the role of time and space in ijtihad. The requirements of
time and space play a fundamental role in determining the subject of rulings, and
the subjects of rulings are the cause of rulings; hence, there are various theories
about the effect of time and space on religious rulings. The focus of this article is
to examine the concept of time and space and the role of these two in ijtihad, which
causes the dynamism of jurisprudence in all times and places, and such an
approach shows the importance of addressing this issue.

Ijtihad is a process for understanding religion and discovering and deducing
religious rulings. After the sixth century, the meaning and basis of ijtihad in the
history of Islamic law changed, and a new term emerged, based on which it was
possible to call Shiites and Sunnis as people of ijtihad. Among Sunnis, the oldest
text on the use of ijtihad in this new sense is apparently the valuable book Al-
Mustasfi min ‘Ilm al-Usul by Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali, who first called reason
one of the tools and even sources of ijtihad, among religious scholars who,
according to themselves, lived in an era of obstruction or monopoly of ijtihad.
Among Shiites, the new term ijtihad can be found in the phrase of Muhagiq al-Hilli
at the beginning of Chapter 4 of the book Ma’arij al-Usul, which raises some issues

in explaining the reality of ijtihad. Ijtihad in the practice of jurists is the effort to
derive religious rulings, in other words, deriving rulings from religious evidence
is ijtihad. Because religious rulings are sometimes not obtained from the
appearances of a text, but rather their recognition is based on theoretical rules and
requires the establishment of evidence, whether that evidence is analogical or
otherwise. Today, considering emerging issues and events, and in other words, the
requirements of time and place, ijtihad beyond analogy and other traditional
sources, in cases where there is a need for serious changes, especially criminal
laws, should be rationally presented on the basis of religious, religious, and
customary rationality.

Keywords: The element of time, the element of space, the principles of
jurisprudence.
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