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Mach, Ernest (1919), The Science of Mechanics, Illinois, The Open Court
Publishing Co, First published in 1883
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Reichenbach, Hans (1950), The Philosophy of Space and Time. New York, Dover
Publications, first published in 1927,
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Hermann Weyl (1952), Space Time Matter, New York, Dover Publications, First
published 1918
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Levi — Civita T., The Absolute Differential Calculus, New York, Dover
Publications, First published in 1926
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Whitehead N. A. (1943). Science and the Modern World, London: Cambrige
University Press. (first published in 1926)
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Cassirer, Ernst (1923). Substance and Function & Einstein’Theory of Relativity.
New York: Dover Publications INC.
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In the nineteenth century, following the multifaceted encounter of Muslim
thinkers with Western civilization, debates arose concerning the critique of
aspects of this civilization deemed incompatible with Islamic culture, as well
as the reconstruction of theoretical foundations necessary for advancing a
project of Islamic cultural and civilizational renewal. Within this reformist
framework, the Syrian intellectual Mustafa al-Siba‘i, drawing on the
teachings of socialism, sought to articulate a vision of Islam as a civilization-
building religion. The most salient features of this vision—which, in his
view, have consistently guided Muslim societies toward progressive
civilization and found concrete realization in the political and social
transformations of early Islam—include: Islam’s capacity to establish
economic and social justice; its respect for democracy; its emphasis on
reason and knowledge; its ability to foster unity within society; and its spirit
of tolerance toward other religions. The present study aims to explicate and
critically assess the key elements and features of civilization-building in
Islam from the perspective of Mustafa al-Siba‘i.
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Generation of Iranian Intellectuals—A Typological Study in the
Context of Intellectual History
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This article examines the diverse patterns of engagement of Iran’s first-
generation intellectuals with modern civilization through a content analysis
of the works of pre-constitutional thinkers, including Mostashar al-Dawlah,
Mirza Malek Khan, Akhundzadeh, and Talebof. The main research question
is how their intellectual responses to Western modern concepts can be
systematically categorized. Based on the analysis, four primary levels of
engagement emerge: adoption of the material achievements of Western
civilization, redefinition or rejection of epistemic and non-material concepts,
attention or indifference to the threat of colonialism, and critique or neglect
of the philosophical foundations of modernity. This classification derives
from a close reading of the texts themselves, focusing on the concepts
central to their thought. The research method combines an intellectual
history approach with qualitative content analysis of these thinkers’ works
and treatises. Findings indicate that all discussed intellectuals agreed on
adopting the material aspects of modern civilization, yet their engagement
with its spiritual and intellectual dimensions varied. While Mostashar al-
Dawlah, Malek Khan, and Talebof sought to appropriate modern concepts,
Akhundzadeh, by rejecting his own cultural heritage, leaned toward
civilizational submission. Moreover, whereas Mostashar al-Dawlah, Talebof,
and Akhundzadeh warned against the dangers of colonialism, Mirza Malek
Khan remained silent on this issue. Notably, none of these intellectuals
engaged in a substantive critique of modern civilization or examined its
philosophical underpinnings—perhaps the most significant shortcoming of
Iranian intellectual thought in the pre-constitutional period. This neglect
hindered the comprehension of the structural foundations of modern
civilization in Iran and prevented the formation of a principled stance toward
it.

Keywords: Iranian intellectuals, Akhundzadeh, Mostashar al-Dawlah, Mirza
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Two centuries of military confrontation between Western Europe and
parts of the Islamic world in the form of the Crusades led to the
strengthening and elevation of the military class in the targeted regions.
Various ethnic groups and tribes participated in these wars for different
reasons. Due to the proximity of the Jazira region to the Levant (Sham),
the Kurds of that area were inevitably got involved in these conflicts.
Shortly after the onset of the wars, the establishment of the Zengid state
in northern Jazira and Mosul to control a limited territory—mostly
Kurdish—Ied to an increased role and elevated political-military status of
the Kurds. The Zengids’ military intervention in the internal affairs of the
Fatimids, who ruled Egypt, brought both Ayyubid and non-Ayyubid
Kurds into Egypt, where they were once again inevitably faced with the
Crusaders. With the formation of the Kurdish Ayyubid state out of the
Zengid regime, the political and military forces of non-Ayyubid Kurds
within the Zengid state joined the Ayyubids, and this integration grew in
speed, intensity, and scope. The Kurdish identity of the Ayyubid state
and its reliance on Kurdish military capabilities in confronting the
Crusaders further amplified the role of non-Ayyubid Kurds in these wars.

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies, tried to examine the extent and level of non-Ayyubid Kurdish
involvement in the Crusades. Findings indicate that with the formation of
the Zengid state, their involvement became more organized, and under
the Ayyubids—especially during the reign of Salah al-Din (r. 567-589
AH)—it peaked, particularly from 582 AH onward when he entered the
offensive phase. In terms of influence, the Hakkari, Mehrani, Humaydi,
Zarzari, and Shahrazuri Kurdish tribes played important roles on the
political and military fronts of these wars.

Keywords: Non-Ayyubid Kurds, Crusades, Zengids, Ayyubids, Salah al-
Din al-Ayyubi
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Two centuries of military confrontation between Western Europe and
parts of the Islamic world in the form of the Crusades led to the
strengthening and elevation of the military class in the targeted regions.
Various ethnic groups and tribes participated in these wars for different
reasons. Due to the proximity of the Jazira region to the Levant (Sham),
the Kurds of that area were inevitably got involved in these conflicts.
Shortly after the onset of the wars, the establishment of the Zengid state
in northern Jazira and Mosul to control a limited territory—mostly
Kurdish—Ied to an increased role and elevated political-military status of
the Kurds. The Zengids’ military intervention in the internal affairs of the
Fatimids, who ruled Egypt, brought both Ayyubid and non-Ayyubid
Kurds into Egypt, where they were once again inevitably faced with the
Crusaders. With the formation of the Kurdish Ayyubid state out of the
Zengid regime, the political and military forces of non-Ayyubid Kurds
within the Zengid state joined the Ayyubids, and this integration grew in
speed, intensity, and scope. The Kurdish identity of the Ayyubid state
and its reliance on Kurdish military capabilities in confronting the
Crusaders further amplified the role of non-Ayyubid Kurds in these wars.

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies, tried to examine the extent and level of non-Ayyubid Kurdish
involvement in the Crusades. Findings indicate that with the formation of
the Zengid state, their involvement became more organized, and under
the Ayyubids—especially during the reign of Salah al-Din (r. 567-589
AH)—it peaked, particularly from 582 AH onward when he entered the
offensive phase. In terms of influence, the Hakkari, Mehrani, Humaydi,
Zarzari, and Shahrazuri Kurdish tribes played important roles on the
political and military fronts of these wars.

Keywords: Non-Ayyubid Kurds, Crusades, Zengids, Ayyubids, Salah al-
Din al-Ayyubi.
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Abstracts

The term of Gorans in Kurdistan: Recognizing examples and the
historical process of its evolution and development

Modares Seidi’'

Assistant Professor at the Foundation of the Encyclopaedia Islamica
(Islamic World Encyclopedia), Tehran, Iran.

Gorani and the adjective Gorani is a concept that has been prevalent in
the central and southern regions of Kurdistan with different and
sometimes contradictory instances; Orientalists who have pioneered
research on Gorani, despite the complexities of the subject, have
generally simplified Gorani and interpreted it as a generic name for
specific speakers in Kurdistan. In the present study, this theory is
questioned and an attempt has been made to understand and explain
the historical process of the development and formation of the concept
of Gorani through the study of Gorani instances. The findings of the
study show that the concept of Gorani was not used in the context of
ethnicity and was not consistent with specific speakers; Rather, the
term "Gurran", whose examples can be recognized in three categories:
"Gurran" in the case of tribes, "Gurran" in the case of monogamous
people and serfs, and "Gurran" in the case of followers of the Yarsan
religion, is derived from the concept of "gabr" and "gawr" in the
general sense of "non-religious" and "non-Muslim". It was probably
applied to various social groups from the first centuries of Islam due
to its attribution to non-Islamic religions and sects, and it has
remained with them.

Keywords: Goran, Gorani, Machu language, Kurd, tribe,
monogamous, Yarsan.
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Abstracts

The General Principles of Natural Philosophy in Islamic
Civilization: A Historical-Scientific Analysis

Gholamhossein rahimi'
Mech Eng Faculty tarbiat Modares University Tehran, IR Iran.

Natural philosophy constituted a significant part of the philosophical
sciences in the Islamic period. Scholars of the Islamic era expanded
the legacy of earlier civilizations in the natural sciences, both
theoretical and experimental, and left behind a vast corpus of
scientific works. The natural philosophy of the Islamic period can be
divided into two domains: natural philosophy in the broader sense—
that is, the general principles of natural philosophy (umiir ‘amma)—
and natural philosophy in the narrower sense, or specialized natural
sciences. The present study focuses on the former. It argues that the
trajectory of natural philosophy in the Islamic era may be divided into
two major phases: the period of growth and florescence (from the
3rd/9th century until roughly the 8th/14th century), and the period of
stagnation and decline (from the Safavid era to the end of the Qajar
period). Drawing upon historical evidence, the article demonstrates
that from the 8th/14th century onwards, inquiries into the general
principles of natural philosophy suffered from two afflictions: the
stagnation of repetition, and the deviation of a gradual shift from the
natural sciences into the realm of metaphysical and rational sciences.
A survey of the works of earlier Islamic philosophers leads to the
conclusion that the most significant topics of the umiir ‘amma of
natural philosophy are: the principles, subject, and problems of natural
philosophy; body, matter, form, nature, time, place, motion, causality,
and other shared issues such as finitude and infinitude, direction, and
figure. By way of illustration, this article undertakes a historical
analysis of two of the central issues of umiir ‘amma: the subject of
natural body and its principles.

Keywords: Natural philosophy, general principles (umir ‘amma),
theoretical wisdom, natural sciences, Islamic civilization
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