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3. Richard Mortel, “Ribats in Mecca during the medieval period: a descriptive study
based on literary sources”.
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Mazdak movement and its representation in official
historiography and also Political Left historiography of the
Pahlavi period

Shahnaz Hojati Najafabadi’
Assistant Professor, Department of History
and Iranology, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran

The Mazdak movement in the period of Kosrow Anii§irvan was one of the
most important social and political phenomena in the late ancient history of
Iran, which was later reread and narrated in different ways in the
historiographical traditions of later periods and discussed about it. In the
Pahlavi period, an official narrative was formed around this historical event,
which can be considered as a kind of reading oriented to the official ideology
of this period. In fact, the Mazdak movement in the official historiography of
the Pahlavi period had special characteristics and specific semantic
implications, which served the ideological discourse of this period around
components such as Shah-centered historicism, social and territorial
centralism, and criticism of any rebellion and protest against the political
construction. In contrast to this official discourse, the reading of historians
and left-wing Marxist researchers presented an opposite narrative that
challenged this official reading about Mazdak.In this research, which has
been done in an analytical way, the question is, how was Mazdak narrated in
the official historiography of the Pahlavi period and why was this official
narration similar to the official discourse of this period? The hypothesis is
that historians and researchers close to the official discourse gave an
ideological reading of Mazdak movement that served to stabilize the time
ideological situation, and this narrative was challenged by the Marxist
reading of the Mazdak movement.

Keywords: Mazdak uprising, historiography, Pahlavi, ideology
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Research in the shadow of colonialism: Sigismund Koelle's
approach in introducing The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Razieh Sirousi elghar!
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Farhangian
University, Tehran, Iran

After the nineteenth century, missionary and colonial motivations
created a new trend in Islamic studies. At this time, a new spectrum of
writers focused on studying the face of The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), who, despite being equipped with the weapon of knowledge
and full familiarity with Islamic sources, were considered
representatives of biased and unscientific views, as many of them
were writing at the behest of the government and the church of the
time. Writers who wrote within the hegemony of colonialism, despite
their mastery of Islamic sources, engaged in searching for narratives
that could be nurtured in the direction of their own goals through
mental storytelling. Sigismund Koelle, as one of the prominent
representatives of such an approach, juxtaposed Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) with Prophet Jesus (PBUH) to portray Islam as a deceitful,
violent, and derived religion from Christianity. This research, using a
descriptive-analytical method, seeks to answer the question on what
basis Koelle called Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) anti-Christ. The
results showed that Koelle, in what seemed to be a scientific
framework, followed a pattern of calling the Prophet (PBUH) anti-
Christ based on mental assumptions influenced by environmental
conditions, bellicosity, conservatism, and myth-making.

Keywords: Sigismund Koelle, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
colonialism, Prophet Jesus
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In the 7th and 8th centuries H, the prevailing conditions in the Islamic
world influenced the urban developments of Muslims within the
context of the Hajj pilgrimage. During this period, Muslim rulers
focused on urban developments in the Hijaz region with the aim of
asserting their sovereignty and superiority over others, utilizing the
obligation of the Hajj pilgrimage to legitimize their rule. This
historical research, which is structured based on a descriptive-
analytical approach, proved that the Mamluks, after reviving the
Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo and assuming the title of “Servant of both
Holy Mosques”, demonstrated significant attention to Mecca and
Medina. Their claim of ownership over the Hijaz region hindered the
presence and urban developments of rulers and Muslims from other
parts of the Islamic world, exclusively prioritizing the reconstruction
of Masjid al-Haram and Masjid al-Nabawi, establishing welfare
facilities in Hijaz and along pilgrimage routes, and accommodating
pilgrims. Furthermore, by leveraging the Hajj pilgrimage, they
solidified their rule and gained popular acceptance. Similarly, with the
Ilkhanate conversion to Islam, they also sought to play a decisive role
in the pilgrimage of Muslims from Eastern regions of the Islamic
world and Hijaz by emphasizing the legitimacy aspect of Hajj. As the
political dynamics shifted, the rivalry between the Mamluks and
Ilkhanate gradually transformed into a competition on cultural and
urban developments in Mecca and Medina.
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Salah al-Din Ayyubi is the only Muslim sultan who was revised and
reworked in the "European medieval imagination” and reinvented in
the imaginary history of the Christian-Latin world of that time. It
seems that what is "represented” of him in the literature containing the
collective memory of Europeans after the 13th century until the
beginning of the Age of Enlightenment is not in reality but in the
realm of "imagination." This article, with the historical meaning
analysis of the narratives in the literary and historical texts of the
European Middle Ages, the process of evolution of the representation
of Saladin's image in the European imagination during the Middle
Ages, and the explanation of the foundations of its semantic
transformation in the history of the European imagination, has been
considered as the question of this study. The following article is based
on "Imagination in History" by Paul Ricoeur and "Medieval
Imagination” by Jacques Le Goff. Based on these ideas, the
reinvention of the object (Salah ad-Din) was shown by considering the
context and time of literary and realist texts of the Middle Ages. It was
concluded that in the imaginary history of the Christian-Latin world of
the Middle Ages, Saladin was from "another" (Saracen Antichrist) and
had become one of "us™ (Christian knights).

Keywords: Salah al-Din Ayyubi, Collective Memory, Christian
Historiography and Literature, Middle Ages, Crusades
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The establishment of schools as the most important educational
institutions marked a new era for Muslim societies. One of the less
explored aspects of this phenomenon is the process of how these
institutions came into being. Many scholars have attributed the origins of
schools and their primary purpose to existing educational settings such as
mosques and Khans. In this context, two prominent theories regarding the
emergence of schools in the Islamic world deserve examination. Maqdisi
views schools as the product of the amalgamation of two institutions: the
mosque and the Khan. In his perspective, schools adopted the educational
aspect from mosques and the residential function from khans. On the
other hand, Shalabi attributes the shift of education from mosques to
schools to the numerous study circles and the inevitable disturbances
arising from teaching and learning activities, which hindered proper
attention to worship. However, he fails to elaborate on the process of this
transition. This article aims to substantiate the hypothesis that schools
were, in essence, the transformed form of the House of Scholars. In other
words, the education that took place in the homes of scholars gradually
evolved and continued in the same location as a new educational
institution known as the school, albeit with certain modifications.

Keywords: History of Education, Mosque, Khan, School, House of
Scholars, Education at home.
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Abstracts

Geographical-administrative units of Andalusia based on the
works of Ibn al-Dala’i and Ibn Ghalib
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The terms of geographical-administrative units are important elements
in the works of geographers. They determined the basis of the system
and geographical division of different lands in the Islamic period. Two
important geographical-historical works in the region of Andalusia,
which refer to the system of geographic divisions of Andalusia, are
tarsi’ al-akhbar wa-tanwi’ al-athar written by Ibn al-Dala’i and Farha
Al-Anfas written by Ibn Ghalib. Examining these two works gives us
a set of reforms that are identical to the geographical-administrative
terms of the East of the Islamic world: Terms such as Medina, Karya,
Kura, Iglim, etc. Although those terms are the same in appearance,
they are very different in terms of their meaning and usage in
Andalusia. This research tries to answer these questions: What terms
were used in the administrative-geographical divisions of Andalusia
and what was the position of each of these reforms? And what is the
difference between these terms and their equivalents in the east of the
Islamic world? The findings are as follows that some of the
geographical-administrative terms of Andalusia are in fact the same as
the geographical-administrative reforms of the East of the Islamic
world, both in terms of meaning and in terms of appearance, but in the
meantime, some terms such as madinah and Iglim, in addition to the
general meaning, have another meaning which is common and used
only in the divisions of Andalusia.

Keyword: Geographical-administrative units, Andalusia, Ibn al-
Dala’i, Ibn Ghalib, tarsi’ al-akhbar wa-tanwi’ al-athar, Farha Al-Anfas
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