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The Rise of the Cossack Force and the Fall of the Gendarmerie:
Their Conflicts and Competitions
Sirwan Khosrozadeh!
PhD in History of Islamic Iran, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

Until Before the February 22nd 1921 coup, the Cossack division and
the gendarmerie were the two main military forces of Iran with
different origins. Despite their contradictions, the two forces became
somewhat closer during the 1919 agreement and partly cooperated
together following the February 22nd 1921 coup, but their
contradictions and rivalries immediately reappeared after the coup in
early 1922, led to the disappearance of the independence of the
gendarmerie and the integration into a uniformed army. The present
study by reliable sources and researches has studied the background of
those two forces to deal with the rise and fall of the gendarmerie after
the coup until the end of the Lahouti uprising and so tries to answer
the question that the how did the gendarmery lost its position in favor
of the Cossack force? By a descriptive-analytical method this paper
has analyzed how the Cossack force prevailed over the gendarmerie in
the period from February 1921 to February 1922. The findings show
that the three events of Colonel Mohammad Taghi Khan Pessian's
uprising, the defeat of the Iron regiment, and the Lahouti's revolt
provided the required grounds for the realization of Sardar Sepah's
long-standing goal of eliminating the gendarmerie and integrating it
into the Cossack force. In the new organization, he again placed the
gendarmes in a lower position than the Cossacks.

Keywords: Gendarmerie, Cossack, Reza Khan, coup, Lahouti,
Pessian, Iron regiment.
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Bushihr baladiya (municipality) was one of the civil organization that
came from the Constitutional Revolution, which was created in order
to involve people in various social area, especially to develop
discipline in urban life. Although this council was important in those
years as one of the first serious experiences of the Iranian people in
the fulfillment of democracy, it faced serious problems at the
beginning. This paper considers the contents of the publication,
documents and historical sources by using the historical research way
based on description and analysis, shows the process of formation of
Bushihr baladiya and how it works. The present research examines the
performance of baladiya and moreover search deeply about the
chances and challenges. This research is for answering the question:
what were the problems that Bushihr baladiya had faced with them? It
seems that several factors such as lack of development of necessary
social and economic structures in the country, the government
inability in providing and running councils, interference and influence
of local powers such as tribal pressures and disturbances and the
prevalence of various diseases were serious obstacles in continuation
of the activities of that.

Keywords: baladiya, Bushihr, Constitutional Revolution.
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The Examining the style of narration in historical sources is one of the
most important points in historiography and causes the recognition of
the constituent parts of a work such as perspective, linguistic structure,
narrative techniques and art. The book Iksir Al-Tawarikh by T’tizad
Al-Saltana, as a work in which the author, as a narrator, depicts
historical events while expressing the function of the institution of
power, using special narrative elements, can help to understand Qajar
historiography. The present research is based on the hypothesis that
due to some narrative features of the book Iksir Al-Tawarikh how does
make it as an outstanding work by showing the interaction of social
and political conditions and historical figures. The author's narrative
style is originated from the political, social, cultural and literary
atmosphere of his time and he turned to historical events with a linear
narrative and the historical characters are in accordance with social
structure and way of thinking. Also, the structure of the narrative is
formed by using reporting and aesthetic language, and as a result, by
deciphering the narratives, one can understand the effect of power on
the language of the historical narrative of the Qajar period.
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Wars are one of the most important factors in creating and changing
trade routes. During the Shah Abbas Safavid era, the war with the
Ottomans, Uzbeks and Portuguese influenced the dispersal of
merchants. Those wars made the trade route, from north to south of
Iran, more important and merchants gather in the cities along the way.
In this study, by library study and descriptive-analytical method, we
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Many texts have been written about "awfaq" in Islamic world. Those
books, in a way, have two sections: mathematical calculations and
properties of squares, which the latter section has made them look like
a talisman and it has placed them among the occult sciences. Awfaq
has no place in mathematics in the older classifications, and in some
newer categories they are in mathematics. Regardless of its
originality, it has been codified and spread in Islamic world. Except in
independent treatises, it has been considered mainly in encyclopedias
and the three-part square has been repeated many times in other texts
as well; Because it was imagined to be effective in facilitating of
childbirth. "Seif Asfarangi”, the poet in 7"/13th has often made
themes by the wafq and drawing it on a ring jewel and he has pointed
to the hundredth wafq on the flag of Kaveh, which is rarely seen in the
treatises of wafq, but in other texts it is more mentioned the triple
square.

Keywords: awfag, encyclopedias, math, talisman, treatises of Wafq,
triple Wafq.

1. Email: nheidarpour66@gmail.com



Islamic History and Civilization /7

Safari Forushani, Nematollah, "Dar- Amadi bar Sulh- Nama- ha- i
Musalmanan Ba Iranian Dar Aghaz- i Fath- Iran", History of Islam,
Vol. 1, Issue 2, Summer 1379/2000.

Saint Augustine Augustine of Hippo, The City of God, Trans.
Hossein  Tofighi, Qom, University of Religions and
Denominations, 1392/2011.

Shirazi, Mohammad, Jang- i Rawani wa Tablighat: Mafahi wa
Karburd- ha, Tehran, Intisharat- i Namayandigi- yi Wali- yi Faqih
Dar Sipah, 1376/1997.

Tabarst (Tabrisi), Abt ‘Al b. Hasan, Tafsir al- Majma ‘al- Bayan ,
Trans. Ahmad Beheshti, Tehran, Maw’assisi- yi Farahani,
1354/1975.

Tabari, Abu Ja‘far Muhammad b. Jarir, Ta rikh al- Umam wa al-
Muliik, Revised by Muhammad Aba ’1- Fadl Ibrahim, Beirut, al-
Turath, 1387 AH/1967.

Tabataba’1l, Muhammad Husayn, al- Mizan, Vol. 19-18-9-8-4-3-1,
Trans. Mohammad Bager Mosavi Hamedani, Tehran, Bunyad- i
‘Ilm1 wa Fikri- yi “Allama Tabataba’i, Raja Cultural Publishing
Center, 1346/1967.

Tarikh- i Sistan (Sistan), Revised by Malik al- Shu‘ara- yi Bahar,
Tehran, Kalala- yi Khawar, 1366/1987.

Williams, Carry, "Jang- i ‘Adilana Cist?", Trans. Abdollah Kosari,
Danishnama- yi (Encyclopedia) Jang wa Sul (Filsifan wa Jang),
Vol.2, Tehran, Siday- i Ma‘asir, 1397/2018.

Ya‘qubi, Ta rikh al- Ya ‘gubr, Beirut, Dar al- Sadir, (Und.).



6 /Abstracts

Magqdisi, Mutahhar b. Tahir, al-Bad 'wa al-Ta rikh, Revised by Pir
Sa‘1d, Maktab al-Thagafa al-Diniyya, (Und.).

Mas‘tdi, Abt ‘1- Hasan ‘Al b. Husayn b. ‘Ali, Murij al-Dhahab
wa- Ma ‘adin al- Jawhar, Revised by As‘ad Daghir, Qom, Dar al-
Hijrat, 1409 AH/1988.

Mawardi, Abii al- Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Habib, Ayin-i
Hukmrani, Research & Translation by Hosein Saberi, Tehran,
‘TIlmi wa Farhangi, 1383/2004.

Miskawayh, Abu‘Ali, Tajarib al- Umam, Revised by Abolghasem
Emami, Vol. 1, Tehran, Surash, 1369/1990.

Mohammad Haji Esmayeeli & Mahdi Habibollahi, "Barrist wa
Tahlil- i Nazari- yi Akhlag- i Jang Dar Quran wa Hadith",
Research Quarterly in Islamic Ethics, Vol. 5, No. 15, Spring, 1391/
2012.

Moseley, Alexander, "Nazariyya- yi Jang- i ‘Adilana", Trans.
Khashayar Deihimi, Danishnama- yi (Encyclopedia) Jang wa Sul’
(Kulliyyat), Vol.1, Tehran, Siday- i Ma‘asir, 1397/ 2018.

Mujmal al- Tawarikh wa al- Qisas, Revised by Malik al- Shu‘ara- yi
Bahar, Tehran, Kalala- yi Khawar, (Und.).

Nourmohammadi Najafabadi, Mohammad & Mohsen Masoumi &
Ebrahim Mousapour Besheli & Mohammad Hossein Farajihay
Qazvini, "The Theory of Justly War and Ethics among Muslims
(Bar Paya- yi (Based on) Adab al-Harb- ha), The Journal of Islamic
History and Civilisation, Vol. 14, Issue 27, Summer & Autumn
1397/2018.

Orend, Brian, “War”, In: Zalta, Edward N.,ed. The Stanford
University Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2005.

Peik Herfeh, Shirzad, "AMC: Explaining, Analysing and
Reformulating the “Double-Effect Reasoning” in Normative Ethics
and Examining Its Impacts on International Rules of War", Hikmat
wa Falsafa (Wisdom & Philosophy), Vol. 10, Issue 37, Spring
1393/2014.

Pigulevskaya, Nina Viktorovna, (4 rab Hudud- i Marz- ha- yi Rum-
i Shargi wa Iran: Dar Sada- ha- yi Caharum-Shishum Miladi(AD))
Araby ugranits vizanttii Iran, Trans. Enayatollah Reza, Tehran,
Maw’assisa- yi Mutali‘at wa Tahqiqat (Pazhtihishgah), 1372/1993.



Islamic History and Civilization /5

Emami Koupaei, Amirhossein & Saeid Edalatnejad & Reza
Najafzade, "Al-Farabi: A Philosophical Evaluation of Jihad", The
Journal of Islamic History and Civilisation, Vol. 15, Issue 30, Fall
& Winter 1398/2019/2020.

Foroughi Abari, Asghar, "Ta'amul- i Tabagat- i [jtima‘1- yi Iran- i
‘Ahd- i Sasani ba A ‘rab- i Musalma dar Fath- i Iran", Tarikh Dar
Ayina- yi Pazhiihish, No.2, 1383/2004.

Gardizi, Abii Sa‘id 'Abd al- Hayy b. Dahhak b. Mahmud, Zayn al-
Akhbar, Revised by ‘Abd al- Hayy Habibi, Tehran, Bunyad- i
Farhang- i Iran, Tehran, 1347/1968.

Gibb, Hamilton, The Arab Conquests in Central Asia, Trans. Ali
Azam Heidari Alashti, Sari, Nashr- i Shilfin, 1385/2006.

Griffiths, Martin, "Jinayat- 1 Jangi", Trans. Khashayar Deihimi,
Danishnama- yi (Encyclopedia) Jang wa Sulk (Kulliyyat), Vol.1,
Tehran, Siday- i Ma‘asir, 1397/2018.

Haji- zadeh, Yadollah, Ta ‘amul- i A ‘rab- i Musalman wa Iranian,
Ahdaf- i 4 rab Az Hamla bih Iran (Barrisi- yi Barkhi Shubahat),
Qom, Pazhthishkada- yi Baqir al- ‘Ulam, 1393/2014.

Hakim Nayshabari, Aba ‘Abd al- Allah, Tarikh- i Nayshabir,
Revised by Mohammad-Reza Shafiei Kadkani, Tehran, Agah,
1375/1996.

Halpern, Morton H, and Priscilla A, Clapp, with Arnold Kanter,
Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy, Washington, Brookings
institution press, 1974.

Ibn A‘tham, Abia Muhammad Ahmad b. ‘Ali, al- Futih, Trans.
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Miustawfi Hirawi, Revised by
Gholamreza Tabatabai Majd, Tehran. ‘Ilmi wa Farhang;,
1380/2001.

Ibn Balkhi, Fars- Nama, Revised by Ali- Naqgi Behrouzi, Shiraz,
Ittihadiyya- yi Matbuat- i Fars, 1343/1964.

Iman Pour, Mohammad Taghi & Fatemeh Farrokhi, "Barkhurd- i
‘Arab ba Zanan- i Irant (13 -132 AH) (634- 749 AD)”, Nama- Yi
Iran- i Bastan, Vol. 10, No. 1 & 2, 1389/2010.

Maclintyre, Alasdair C, After virtue: A Study in Moral Theory, Notre
Dame, University of Notre Dame press, 1981.



4 [Abstracts

References

Quran- i Karim, Trans. Mehdi Elahi Ghomshei, Tehran, Payam- i
Azadi, 1391/2012.

Abedi- Nejad, Atieh, Akhlag- i Jang wa Sulk wa Mugayisa- yi An Ba
Jahdad- i Islami, Tehran, Maw’assisi- yi Bustan- 1 Kitab,
1395/2016.

Baladhuri, Ahmad b. Yahya, Futih al- Buldan: Bakhsh- i Marbiit bi
Iran, Trans. Azartash Azarnoush, Tehran, Bunyad- i Farhang- i
Iran, 1346/1967.

Bageri, Saeed & Seyyed Sadeq Hagiqgat, "Theory of Just War in
Political Philosophy of St. Augustine”, Gharb- Shindasi- yi Bunyadr,
Volume 4, Issue 2, Winter and Spring 1392/2014.

Choksy, Jamsheed Kairshasp, Conflict & Cooperation Zoroastrian
Subalterns & Muslim Elites in Medieval Iranian Society, Trans.
Nader Mir Saeidi, Tehran, Quqnis, 1381/2002.

Chomsky, Noam, "Nazariyya- yi Jang- i ‘Adilana", Trans.
Mohammad Eskandari, Danish- Nama- yi Jang wa Sul’ ( Filsifan
wa Jang), Vol. 2, Tehran, Sida- yi Ma‘asir, 1397/2018.

Clausewitz, Karl, Dar Bab- i Jang, Kitab- i Awwal: Mahiyyat- i
Jang, Vol. 2, Trans. Hossein Parvan, Tehran, Markaz- i Mutali at- i
Difa‘T wa Amniyyati- i Milli, Markaz- i Cap wa Intisharat- i Sipah,
1385/2006.

Dehghanpour, Zohreh, Mohsen Massumi, "The Role of Iranians in
the Capture of Iran by Arabs until the End of First Century A.H
(groups, motives, kinds of cooperation)”, A Quarterly Journal of
Historical Studies of Islam, VVol. 4, Issue 13, Summer 1391/2012.

Dinawari, Aba Hanifa Ahmad b. Dawud, al- Akhbar al- Tiwal,
Revised by ‘Abd al- Mun‘im ‘Amir, Reviewed by Jamal al- Din
Shayyal, Qom, Manshiirat al- Radi (Pub), 1368/1989.

Donner, Fred McGraw, The Early Islamic Conquests, New Jersey,
Princeton University, 1981.



Islamic History and Civilization, No.32, Fall 2020

Abstracts

Conquest of Persia According to the ‘Just War’ Theory
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Three terms are used in holy Quran describing the battles against
dissident groups: “Qital”, “Jihad” and “Fatah”. The arrival of Muslims
into Persia has always been referred to as Fatah which has more
extensive meaning comparing to the other two words. Fatah means the
inauguration, not only in the physical sense but also “winning the
hearts of the people”. To achieve a realistic explanation and analysis,
in this study, the just war theory has been assumed as a model for
ideological wars and a basis for measuring the conquest of Persia. So
Fatah is surveyed and compared in three categories: the legitimacy of
conquering Persia, observation of justice in making the peace and
dealing with the defeated people and conclusion of conventions. The
results revealed that the purpose of fighting for God has been
combined with non-spiritual purposes and the spoils of war, and in
many cases predominated the main goal. The commanders and the
troops violated the privacy, property and lives of the people. The
paper concluded that finally not only the Quran principles was not
accomplished, rather it was brought into ruin by non-Islamic goals and
behavior.

Keywords: Fatah of Persia (Conquest), the just war theory, the
legitimacy of conquering Iran, Ethics of war, religious wars.
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