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With the rising of Iranian Mahdists as the Nurbakhshiyya in the
Timurids era, similar movements were started in Indian sub-continent
from late of the ninth century A.H. that the main goal of their leaders
like Sayyid Muhammad Djawnpiri, the founder of Mahdawiyya
Current who was close to the Sunnis, was to create social flow around
their claims of Mahdism. The question of this research is what are the
possible similarities and differences between the two Currents of the
Mahdawiyya and the Nurbakhshiyya? In present article their beliefs,
methods of social interaction and political and military actions have
been compared and shows that in some cases, the leaders of the
Mahdawiyya and the Narbakhshiyya pretended to have the support of
the leaders of Stfism. Both sometimes promoted their conception of
Stfism instead of some principles of their own tara’ika and formed
armed groups. Yet, the efforts of the Mahdawiyya leaders to
preventing disciples from learning science and communicating with
Non-Mahdawis and the belief of the Narbakhshiyya to primacy of
Shari‘a over Tarika and to kind of Transmogrification are most
important differences between the two Currents.

Keywords: Islamic Messianic, Timirids era, India Stfism, Mahdists,
the Mahdawiyya, Djawnpiirids, Niirbakhshiyya, India.
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In the early Ottoman period, the Sufi Turkomans of Anatolia had a
great convergence of the Ottomans due to their presence and role in
the Ottoman Empire's establishment and evolution and its rise as a
powerful state, notwithstanding the divergent nature of their life.
Therefore, the nomadic and semi-nomadic Turkomans of Anatolia,
followers of popular Sufism led by the Sufi dervishes, had agreeable
relations with the first Ottoman sultans. Gradually, historical
developments changed this trend. The Ottomans conguered
Constantinople in the second half of the ninth century AH and moved
their capital to it. Following this conquest, the Ottoman bureaucracy
underwent a new stage of evolution and development. Moreover, the
Ottomans' policies towards the Turkomans, the Ottoman state's former
founders, changed radically. This was while a large population of
Turkomans emphasized the nomadic ways and traditions of life.
According to this study, Ottoman bureaucracy's development in the
post-conquest period of Istanbul, headed by the three institutions of
Timar, Devshirme, and School, presented a crucial role in isolating the
Turkomans. Besides, Ottoman centralism policy in the face of the
nomadic and semi-nomadic Turkomans and the humiliation of these
groups by the Ottoman society's elites reinforced the Sufi Turkmens'
divergence from the Ottomans and caused their convergence of the
Safavids.

Keywords: Sufism in Anatolia, Turkomans-Ottoman Relations, Timar
System, Devshirme, Ottoman Schools.

1. Email (corresponding author): jamalifar90@gmail.com



Islamic History and Civilization /25

URL 2: www.si.edu/object/folio-shahnama-book-kings-firdawsi-
died-1020-recto-bier-iskandar-alexander-great-verso-
text:fsg_F1938.3_(accessed: December 2020).



24 [Abstracts

Olearius, Adam, Safarnama-ye Adam Olearius: Iran az Negah yek
Almani, translated by Ahmad Behpur, Tehran: Ibtekar-e Naw,
1385/2006.

Qazvini Razi, Abd al-Jalil, Al-Nagz, edited by Seyyed Jalal al-Din
Urmavi, Tehran, Majles, 1331/1952.

Qomi, Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Hasan, Tarikh-e Qom (378 AH),
Tarjuma-ye Hasan ibn Ali Qomi (806 AH), edited by Seyyed Jalal
al-Din Tehrani, Tehran, Tus, 1361/1982.

Rahmani, Ashkan and Majid Reza Moghanipoor, “The Technique of
Zilu Weaving in Anatolia, Caucasus and Iran,” Art-Sanat 11, 20109.
Rashid al-Din Fazl Allah, Vagfnama-ye Rab -e Rashidi, edited by
Mojtaba Minovi and Iraj Afshar, Tehran, Anjuman Athar Melli,

1356/1977.

Ravandi, Abu al-Reza, Divan-e She r, edited by Seyyed Jalal al-Din
Urmavi, Tehran, Majles, 1334/1955.

Sarukhani, Zahra, “Pishina-ye Nassaji Kashan”, Kaj, no. 4,
1399/2020.

Sotheby’s, Arts of the Islamic World: Including Fine Carpets and
Textiles, London, 6 April 2011, London, Sotheby’s, 2011.

Taheri, Fatemeh Sadat and Zahra Kuchaki Sanjani, “Barresi Adab va
Rusum-e Khangahi dar Mutun-e Mansur-e Mutsavvifa ta Qarn
Haftum Hejri”, Mutale ‘at-e Erfani, no. 23, 1395/2016.

Tanavoli, Parviz, Persian Flatweaves: A Survey of Flatwoven Floor
Covers and Hangings and Royal Masnhads, Translated by Amin
Neshati, Woodbridge, Antique Collectors’ Club, 2002.

Vassaf, Muhammad Reza ibn Ja‘'far, “Cheraghan: Jughrafiya-ye
Qasaba-ye Bidgol”, Farhang Iran Zamin, no. 24, 1358/1979.

Wulff, Hans E., Sanaye‘ Dasti Kuhan Iran, translated by Sirus
Ibrahim Zadeh, Tehran, Intesharart va Amuzesh Ingelab Islami,
1372/1993.

Zeyni Vand, Turaj and ‘Isa Najafi, “Baztab-e Andisha-haye Abu al-
Hasan Daylami dar Athar Barkhi az Buzurgan Islami”, Mutale ‘at-e
Erfani, no. 15, 1391/2012.

URL 1: www.amar.org.ir/sleé s (accessed: December 2020).



Islamic History and Civilization /23

Ma‘dani, Faraneh and Amir Husayn Chitsazian, “Danesh-e Bumi va
Fannavari Zilubafi Kashan”, Kashan Shenasi 22, 1398/2019.

Maliha-ye Samargandi, Muhammad Badi‘ ibn Muhammad Sharif]
Muzakkar al-Ashab, edited by Muhammad Taqavi, Tehran, Majles
Shavra-ye Islami, 1390/2011.

Maragi Kashani, Afzal al-Din, Musannefat-e Farsi, edited by
Mojtaba Minovi and Yahya Mahdavi, Tehran, Khwarazmi,
1366/1987.

Mashahdi Nush Abadi, Mohammad, Nush Abad dar Ayina-ye
Tarikh, Athar Tarikhi va Farhang, Kashan, Mursal, 1378/1999.

Idem, Nush Abad Diyar-e Kuhan, Kashan, Da‘vat, 1386/2007.

Idem, “‘Abd a-Salam Kamuyi: Shaykh al-Mashayekh Suhravardiya
dar Araq ‘Ajam, Yazd va Kerman”, Adyan va ‘lerfan, no. 52/1,
1398/20109.

Mashahdi Nush Abadi, Mohammad and Mohamad Reza Ghiasian,
“Ro’ya Negari bar Kashi Zarrinfam dar du Bana-ye Qadamgahi
Kashan az Davran Ilkhani va Safavi”, Farhang va Adabiyyat
‘Amma 9, no. 37, 1400/2021.

Masterpieces of Islamic Art in the Hermitage Museum, Kuwait: Dar
al-Athar al-1slamiya, 1990.

Melikian-Chirvani, Assadullah S., Islamic Metalwork from the
Iranian World: 8"-18" Centuries, London, Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office, 1982.

Miles, George C., “Byzantium and the Arabs: Relations in Crete and
the Aegean Area”, In: Dumbarton Oaks Papers 18, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1964.

Mohebbi, Hamid Reza and Muhammad Taghi Ashuri, “Nemad va
Neshana dar Nagsh Pardazi Ziluha-ye Tarikhi Tarh-e Mehrabi (Saf)
Meybud”, Goljam, no. 1, 1384/2005.

Mustafa, Mohmmed, Turkish Prayer Rugs, Cairo, The Ministry of
Education Press, 1953.

Mustavfi Qazvini, Hamd-Allah, Nuzhat al-Qulub, edited by Guy Le
Strange, Tehran, Dunya-ye Ketab, 1362/1983.

Naser Khusraw, Safarnama, edited by Muhammad Dabir Siyaqi,
Tehran, Zavvar, 1335/1956.



22 [Abstracts

Briggs, Amy, “Timurid Carpets”, Ars Islamica 7, 1968.

Chardin, Jean, Siyahatnama-ye Chardin, vol. 3, translated by
Muhammad Abbasi, Tehran, Amirkabir, 1336/1957.

Dehkhuda, Ali Akbar, Lughat Nama, Tehran, University of Tehran,
1338/1959.

Ertug, Ahmet and Oleg Grabar, In Pursuit of Excellence: Works of
Art from the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts, Istanbul, Ahmet
Ertug, 1993.

Ettinghausen, Richard, “Kufesque in Byzantine Greece, the Latin
West and the Muslim World”, A Colloquium in Memory of George
Carpenter Miles (1904-1975), New York, American Numismatic
Society, 1976.

Ettinghausen, Richard, “Review of K. Erdmann, ‘Der orientalische
Kniipfteppich, Versuch einer Darstellung seiner Geschichte’ ”,
Oriens vol. 11, no. 1/2, 1958.

Ghirshman, Roman, Siyalk Kashan, vol. 1, translated by Asghar
Karimi, Tehran, Sazman Miras Farhangi Keshvar, 1379/2000.

Gonnella, Julia, Friederike Weis and Christoph Rauch (eds.), The
Diez Albums: Contexts and Contents, Leiden, Brill, 2016.

Hammu’i Yazdi, Nizam al-din Ishagq, Najma al-Din Muhammad,
Salek al-Din Muhammad Awval, Malek al-Din Mu’ayyed and
Salek al-Din Muhammad Duvum, Al-Mashikha (Kanz al-Salekin),
Ms. no. 2143, Central Library of the University of Tehran.

Hudud al-‘Alam min al-Mashreq ela al-Maghreb, edited by
Manuchehr Sutudeh, Tehran, Tahuri, 1363/1984.

Ibn Rusta, Ahmad ibn Umar, Al-4 lag al-Nafisa, translated by
Husayn Qara Chanlu, Tehran, Amirkabir, 1365/1977.

Ittig, Annette, “Notes on a Zili Fragment Dated 963/1556 in the
Islamic Museum, Cairo”, Iranian Studies 25, no. 1/2, The Carpets
and Textiles of Iran: New Perspectives in Research, 1992.

Ivanov, Anatoli, “Fragment of a Carpet”, in: Art of Islam: Earthly
Beauty, Heavenly Art, eds. Mikhail B. Piotrovsky & John Vrieze,
Amsterdam, Lund Humphries Publishers, 2000.

Kamandlu, Husayn, “Negahi be Tarh Sajjada-ye Saf dar Havzaha-ye
Farshbafi-ye Islami”, Goljam, no. 28, 1394/2015.



Islamic History and Civilization /21

References

Abu’i Mehrizi, Muhammad Reza and Vahid Zulfaqari, “Nuskha-ie
Naw Yafta az Rasa’il-e Baba Afzal Kashani dar Yazd”, Kashan
Shenakht, nos. 7, 8, 1388/2009.

Ackerman, Phyllis, “Textiles of the Islamic Periods: A. History,” In:
A Survey of Persian Art: From Prehistoric Times to the Present,
ed. Arthur Upham Pope, vol. 5, Tehran, Soroush Press, 1977.

Adamova, Adel’ T., Persia: Thirty Centuries of Art & Culture
[Catalogue for the Exhibition in the Hermitage Amsterdam],
Zwolle, Waanders Publishers, 2007.

Afshar, Iraj, “Zila,” Iranian Studies 25, no. 1/2, The Carpets and
Textiles of Iran: New Perspectives in Research, 1992.

Idem, Yadigarha-ye Yazd, vol. 1, Tehran: Anjuman-e Athar va
Mafakher Farhangi, 1374/1995.

Ali Muhammadi Ardakani, Javad, Pazhuheshi dar Zilu-ye Yazd,
Tehran, Farhangestan Hunar, 1386/2007.

Aslanapa, Oktay, Turkish Arts: Seljuk and Ottoman Carpets, Tiles
and Miniature Paintings, Istanbul, Dogan Kardes Yayinlar, 1961.
Bailey, Julia, “Carpets and Kufesque,” In: Carpets and Textiles in
the lranian World: 1400 — 1700, ed. Jon Thompson, Oxford,

Genova, Ashmolean Museum, 2010.

Bakharzi, Yahya ibn Ahmad, Uwrad al-Ahbab wa Fusus al-Adab,
vol. 2, edited by Iraj Afshar, Tehran, Daneshgah Tehran,
1383/2004.

Barbaro, Giosafat, Ambrogio Contarini, Caterino Zeno, Giovanni
Angiolello, Vinzencio d'Alessandri, Safarnama-haye Veniziyan dar
Iran: Shesh Safarnama, translated by Manuchehr Amiri, Tehran,
Khwarazmi, 1381/2002.

Bérinstain, Valérie & Susan Day, Great Carpets of the World.
London, Thames & Hudson, 1996.

Blair, Sheila, The Monumental Inscriptions from Early Islamic Iran
and Transoxiana, Leiden, Brill, 1992.

Blair, Sheila, “The Religious Art of the Ilkhanids”, In: The Legacy of
Genghis Khan: Courtly Art and Culture in Western Asia, 1256-
1353, eds. Linda Komaroff & Stefano Carboni, New York, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2002.



20 /Abstracts

Nuashabad’s Zila: The Earliest Known Zila from Islamic Persia
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Although zila production has been mentioned in the historical texts of
the tenth century, the surviving examples belong to the sixteenth
century onwards. Some scholars have considered a zili woven in
Maybod and dated 808/1405 as the earliest known zila, but they have
mistaken in reading the date and it belongs to the Safavid period. The
only known pre- Safavid zila is preserved in the Hermitage museum.
Historians of Islamic art believe that this zila bears no date and
introduce it as one of the masterpieces of Ilkhanid art. This paper with
careful scrutiny of both artistic style and inscriptions offers a new
suggestion for its weaving date. It can be hypothesized that this zila
has been woven in Ramadan 808/1406 in Nashabad, a small town near
Kashan. Thus it can be considered as the earliest dated zilu surviving
from Islamic Persia. One of the important questions concerning this
zilt addresses its function. Although other scholars considered this
flatweave as a saf — carpet with repeated niche designs that may have
been intended for large congregational mosques, use of Quranic
inscriptions in a carpet, which would be trodden on by feet would
have been disrespectful. Regarding the content of the inscriptions
shows that it probably was a prayer rug and connects it to sufi circles.

Keywords: Kufic Script, zila, Sufi Prayer Rug, Nuashabad, Islamic
Art.
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Ta’rikh Almawsil by Abu Zakariya Azd1 (d. 334).); Ta’rikh Raqqa by
Qushairt Harrani (d. 334).); Ta’ rikh Mayyafariqin by Ibn Azarq Farqi
(d. 577); And Ta’ rikh Irbil by Ibn Mustawfl Irbil1 (d. 637)) are four
surviving local histories of the Jazira in the Middle Islamic period.
Apart from being “local”, what other types of Islamic historiography
they are? A structural and content review of those books revealed: 1.
Ta’rikh Almawsil is a “local-general chronography” which, in
addition to the history of Mosul and the Jazira, has long report about
the history of late Umayyad and the first Abbasid era; 2. Ta’rikh
Raqga is a (tabagat)-“prosopography” which mentions the condition
of the “Ulama” of Raqqa and Jazira, but has very few narrations about
the geography and history of this city; 3. Ta’ rikh Mayyafariqin has
narrated the local history of Mayyafariqin and the Jazira under the
history of the Caliphate and the history of the Hamdani, Marwani and
ArtuqT dynasties; 4. Ta’ rikh Irbil is a “non-alphabetic prosopography”
in which the lives and works of a number of Ulama and writers of the
sixth and seventh centuries AH are discussed.

Keywords: Islamic historiography, local histories of the Jazira,
Ta’rikh Almawsil, Ta rikh Raqqa, Ta rikh Mayyafarigin, Ta rikh Irbil,
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Akhbar ad-Dawla al-4bbdasiyya is a new work from an unknown
writer which had an important role in changing researchers view on
the Abbasid revolution and the principles of Caliphate. In this book,
Qur’anicization and the Citation from the Qur’an have four methods:
literary use of the Qur’an, putting verses in the new historical context
and presenting a different interpretation of them, historization and
legitimization by using Quranic terms. According to the intertextuality
studies, we can say that the Qur’an has certainly affected this book.
The various goals of the Citation from the Qur’an are improving of the
writing style of the text, creation of religious space and giving the
authenticity to a narration or even legitimization to the Abbasid
Caliphate. Moreover, Akhbar ad-Dawla al-Abbasiyya shows that the
writer knew the Qur’an well, used it skillfully and his mind is too
familiar to words, terms and verses of the Qur’an.

Keywords: intertextuality, Qur’anicization, Literary use of the
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ground for reviewing various views of the phenomenon of the
Greatest Divine Name, with the historical trends that fostered ahead
any of them, together with their socio-cutural background.
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It is a widespread belief among Muslims that God has got a name
which is unknown to almost everybody, hence only a very few and
limited number of people might be aware of it. It is such that one who
remembers God or calls on him through pronouncing His rarely
known but miraculous name will soon find his desire fulfilled, hence
miraculous jobs may be accomplished in the world of creation only
through pronouncing it. Muslims have since called it the Greatest
Divine Name (ism-e A'zam) and have written a lot on how to obtain
it, and its various functions, coupled with many related anecdotes. The
present work surveys an overview and presents a classification of such
conjectures, with an outlook unto its nature, hence an attempt to take
an initial step to formulate a conception of the Greatest Divine Name
in Islamic culture and teachings. Without overlooking its nature or
historical process of identification, the present work attempts to piece
together Muslims' attention to it, all drawing upon reliable anecdotes,
exegetical comments, moral hints, and theological and philosophical
views as scattered here and there in various works. It will then make a
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