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The Formation of Historical Cemeteries: A Study on Historical
Cemeteries in Ahwaz
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Because of urban destruction and lack of sufficient knowledge about
cemeteries, the aim of the present study is to emphasize on the
importance of historical cemetery and evaluate the historical
cemeteries of Ahwaz and effective factors of the formation. The data
collection method is based on library information and field studies.
That describes the existing conditions of the study samples and the
effective factors in the formation of cemeteries is analyzed by
adapting the objective observations and library documents. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and based on the results of
this study, several factors affect the formation and development of
cemeteries, which can be divided into two categories of internal and
external factors and in more detail in six categories of body, context,
perspective, history, social, and economic structures and context.

Keywords: Ancient hills of Ahwaz, burial areas, Historical cemetery,
Cemeteries of Ahwaz.

1. Email (corresponding author): hamedhayaty@yahoo.com



Islamic History and Civilization /27

Ricklefs, M.C., a History of Modern Indonesia since 1200, USA,
2008.

Riddell, Peter G., Islamic and The Malay-Indonesian World:
Transmission and Responses, C. Hurst & Co., United Kingdom,
University of Hawalii press, Honolulu. U.S.A., 2001.

Rinkes, D.A., Nine Saints of Java, Malaysian Sociological Research
Institute, 1996.

Said, Nurman, “The Significance of al-Ghazali and His works For
Indonesian Muslims; A preliminary Study”, Studia Islamika, (3),
1996.

The Indonesia Reader: History, Culture, Politics, E.D: Hellwig,
Tineke and Tagliacozzo, Eric, Duke University Press, London,
2009.

Van Bruinessen, Martin, “Controversies and polemics involving the
Sufi orders in twentieth-century Indonesia” in Islamic mysticism
contested, E.D. Fredrick de Jong and Bernd Radtke, Brill, Leiden,
1999.

Watson Andaya, Barbara, “Gender, Islam and the Bugis Diaspora

In Nineteenth and Twentieth-Century Riau”, sari (21), 2003.

Wheatley, P., “Indonesia: I. Geography”, Encyclopedia of Islam,

Second Edition.V.3, Brill, Leiden, 1986.



26 /Abstracts

Idem, “Abd al-Samad in Arabia”, Southeast Asian Studies, 4(2):
2015.

Fox, James J., “Wali Songo”, in Southeast Asia: A Historical
Encyclopedia from Angkor Wat to East Timor, V.3, ed. Ooi Keat
Gin, California, Santa Barbara, 2004.

Gin, Ooi Keat, “Nuruddin Al-Raniri”’, in Southeast Asia: A
Historical Encyclopedia from Angkor Wat to East Timor, V.3, ed.
Ooi Keat Gin, California, Santa Barbara, 2004.

Hamid, Ismail, “Kitab Jawi: Intellectualizing Literary Tradition”, in
Islamic Civilization in the Malay World, Ed. By Mohd. Taib
Osman, Kuala Lumpur, Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, 1997.

Hamka, Tasawuf Modern, Republika Penerbit, Jakarta, 2014.

Hooker, Virginia, “Riau”, in Encyclopedia of Islam, Second Edition,
V.8, Leiden, 1995.

Idem, “Gardens of Knowledge: from Bustan to Taman”, in Lost
times and Untold Tales from The Malay World. E.D by. Jan Van
Der Putten, Singapore, NUS Press, 2009.

Jahnichen, Gisa, “Al-Gahazali’s Thoughts on the Effects of Music
and Singing upon the Heart and the Body and their Impact on
Present-Day Malaysian Society”, International Journal of
Humanities and Social Science, Vol. 2, No. 9, 2012.

Khan, I. K., Islam in Modern Asia, New Delhi, 2006.

Knysh, Alexander, IsImic mysticism: a short history, Brill, Leiden,
2000.

Lapidus, Ira M., A History of Islamic Societies, Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Milner, A. C., “Islam and Muslim State”, in: Islam in South-East
Asia, Edited by M.B. Hooker, Brill, Leiden, 1983.

Mohd Fakhrudin bin Abdul Mukti, “The Early Study of Kalam in the
Malay World”, Jurnal Usuluddin, Bil 28: 2008.

Nor Hasliza bt Faris and others, “Psychological Intervention Effect
by Imam Al-Ghazali”: IOSR Journal Of Humanities And Social
Science (IOSR-JHSS), Vol.21, December 2016.

Official Website of International Islamic University Malaysia (2019)
in: http://www.iium.edu.my/institute/istac/academic.



Islamic History and Civilization /25

References

Dahlan, Ahmad lbn-Zayni, Siraj al-Talibin: Sharh ‘ala Minhaj al-
'Abidin ild jannat Rabb al-‘Alamin [I al-lmam Hujjat al-Islam Abi
Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali, Beirut - Lebanon,
2005.

‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn-Sulayman al-Ahdal, al-Nafs al-Yamani wa-al-
rawh al-rihani fi ljazat al-Qudat Bani al-Shawkani, tahqiq
Abdullah al-Habashi, Riyad: Dar al-Sami‘i, 1433A.H.

Ghazalz, Aba Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad, laya' 'Uliam al-
Din, tarjumah Mu'ayyid al-Din Muhammad kharazmi, bi Kushish-i
Hoseyn Khadiv-Jam, Tihran: Intisharat-i 'llmi va Farhang, 1373.

Falimbani, Sheikh 'Abd al-Samad, Hidayah al-Salikin fi Suliki
Maslak al-Muttaqin, Clanton, 2016.

Al-Attas, Syed Muhammad Naguib, Some Aspect of Sufism: As
Understood and Practiced Among the Malays, Singapore, 1961.

Idem, the Mysticism of Hamzah Fansuri, Kuala Lumpur, 1970.

Idem, a Commentary on the Hujjat al-Siddiq of Nur al-Din al-
Raniri, Ministry of Culture of Malaysia, kuala Lumpur, 1986.

Azra, Azyumardi, “Education, Law, Mysticism: Constructing Social
Realities” in Islamic civilization in the malay world, Ed. By Mohd.
Taib Osman, Kuala Lumpur, Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, 1997.

Idem, the Origins of Islamic Reformism in Southeast Asia: Networks
of Malay-Indonesian and Middle Eastern Ulama in the Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries, Allen & Unwin And University of
Hawai’i Press Honolulu, Australia, 2004.

Idem, Islam in Indonesian world: an account of institutional
formation, Indonesia, 1996.

Denny, F.M., “pesantren” in Encyclopedia of Islam, Second Edition,
V.8, Leiden, 1995.

Fealy, Greg. Hooker, Virginia. White, Sally ,"Indonesia" in Voices of
Islam in Southeast Asia, Compiled and Edited by Greg Fealy and
Virginia Hooker, Singapore, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
2006.

Feener, R. Michael, Islam in world cultures, comparative
perspectives, Santa Barbara, 2004.



24 [Abstracts

Imam Muhammad Al-Ghazzali Influence on the Malay World;
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This study aims to examine the effects of Imam al-Ghazzali on the
process of Islamic thought in the Malay world, especially The
Indonesian archipelago, as one of the most important and most
populous Muslim regions in the Islamic world. The method of data
collection is library-based and on available sources and reports and the
research method is based on functional explanation. This study, which
examines how the Malays got acquainted with al-Ghazzali and the
history and various dimensions of his influence on various areas of
religious thought in the Indonesian archipelago ,especially kalam and
Sufism from the past to the present, concludes that al-Ghazzali's
thoughts on the development of Islamic culture in the Indonesian
archipelago were influential, and the spiritual life of the Malays, from
the religious education system to the social spheres has been greatly
influenced by his ideas.
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Most of socio-cultural and even political concepts and meanings in
historical monuments have formed after the creation of them and in
the process of audience communication with those artifacts,
influenced and hide in many cases. Therefore, in order to study the
process of semantics in Alisha Ark of Tabriz from the time of its
construction in the ll-khanate period to the present time has been used
descriptive-analytical approach and semiotic methods. The question is
how the meanings of Ark have transformed based on surrounding
context and elements of the Compound Building. The results indicate
that during the 1l-khanate period, the Compound Building of Alishah
was a representation of the main foundations of government,
including: political power (palaces), religious power (the grand
mosque and monastery) and economic power (the main part of
market). In the Timurid period, its semiosis criterion was modified
and divided with other monuments (the Compound Building of
Mozaffariyih and the Compound Building of Sahib-Abbad). During
the Safavid period, the original context of the ark changed and the
architectural elements became a virtual representation of military
power. In the Qajar period, it became a symbol of national efforts and
in Pahlavi period, it was a manifestation of tradition and modernity. In
the period after the Islamic Revolution, the Ark has been made both
recontextualization (construction of a large musalla instead of the first
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As the most significant hagiography of Ilkhanid period, Safwat al-Safa
articulates a specific narrative of Sufi-State relationships under
lIkhanids. What is represented in this new narrative is not the overall
political history of the time, but only some moments, in which the
central event is the encounter between the representative of
ideological power, i.e. Sufi leadership, and representatives of secular
power, politico-military elite. Safwat al-Safa's reports do not imply a
complete representation of those events and do not correspond to the
official historiographical reports of those events, but are aimed at
writing them in line with the author’s political orientation. The author,
thus, selects some elements of political history and reconfigures them
in a new narrative arrangement in order to provide a new account with
real actors and real events with a degree of verisimilitude. Neither
absolutely allegorical nor totally realistic, this new narrative
configuration combines allegorical elements with realistic ones to
transmit its political point; the superiority of ideological power over
political power.
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Khorafat (Superstitions), with its diverse lexical network of synonym
terms, is one of the words that have had many meanings and
connotations in various Muslim texts. Despite the attention of some
researchers to the lexical, sociological, and psychological dimensions
of superstitions, the term has been less studied along with its network
of corresponding and similar terms. This article, with the approach of
social history of the religious language and reflecting on the historical
developments of the uses and meanings of words, focuses on the
linguistic components of the Lexical network of humiliation in Islamic
literature. To do so, we survey the use of terms such as Mozakhrafat,
Mohmalat, Hadhyanat, carandiat, khoza'balat, Lata'ilat, Rakakat,
Harzegoyi, Aradjifsarayi and Laf-0-Gazaf in the semantic network of
the word Khorafat in two areas: religious (i.e. theological, hadith and
mystical areas, etc.) and non-religious (i.e. geographical, travelogues,
and socio-political uses). The study shows that these terms have been
used in a very wide range of approaches and for different purposes;
however, almost all of them have a semantic dependence on a central
word i.e. Khorafat, being utilized to reject, deny and suppress the
doctrine and beliefs of the “other”. Reasons such as the emergence of
religious sects and the intensification of intra-religious controversies
are among the main factors behind the sharp increase in the use of
these terms in the early Muslim literature.
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Gardizi is one of the last historians of the first Ghaznavid period. His
biography is vague and unknown and Zayn al-Akhbar is his only
historical work. This article seeks to examine Gardizi approach as
well as method in his historiography. Gardizi has written Zayn al-
Akhbar as a general history and possibly influenced by Abu Rihan's
works, he have paid special attention to social themes and devoted
parts of his book to recognizing ethnic groups and representing
different cultures. There is also a kind of religious tolerance can be
found in his work, however, he is not completely neutral in some
narrations. He has a less fanatical among the historians of this era in
looking at different religions. Sometimes he has explained, analyzed
and criticized, even superficially and as a result, he has chosen a
moderate rational and narrative approach. Gardizi's weakness is his
excessive adherence to abridgment.

Keywords: Gardizi, Zayn al-Akhbar, historiography, social attitudes.
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