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The city of Timbuktu, which was founded in the late 5th century AH/11th century
AD on the southern edge of the Sahara Desert near the Niger River, flourished in
the previous middle ages as a meeting place for desert caravans and a center of
knowledge and trade in West Africa. The present study attempts to analyze the
relationship between trade and the spread of Islam in Timbuktu and to answer the
question: What was the role of trade in the spread of Islam in Timbuktu? The
spread of Islam in Timbuktu was the result of a complex interaction between
transit trade, political power, and scientific activities. Muslim merchants gradually
converted the people of this land to Islam by facilitating trade routes, spreading
the Arabic language, being close to the courts of West Africa, settling in
Timbuktu and abandoning trade, and engaging in the propagation of Islam and
supporting scholars. They paved the way for the spread of Islam in this city
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