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Patronage as a Strategy: An Inquiry into the Motivations
of Female Patrons in the Timurid Era

Parisa Taherkhani

Department of Art, SR.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran,Iran.
Taher Rezazadeh

Department of Art, SR.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran,Iran.
Elham Etemadi

Department of Textile and Fashion Design, Arkin University of Creative Arts and Design
(ARUCAD)Faculty of Arts, Cyprus, Tlrkiye.

Abstract

Acrtistic patronage during the Timurid period is considered a key factor in the cultural
flourishing of this era; however, the role of women as active agents in this domain has
received less attention. Using a descriptive-analytical method and a qualitative
approach, this research examines the role of women of the Timurid dynasty as patrons
of art, their political, religious, and economic motivations, and the impact of this
patronage on the formation of artistic works and the reproduction of power structures.
Data were collected through library research and qualitative content analysis of primary
and secondary sources. The findings indicate that Timurid women, utilizing financial
resources and social networks, used art—particularly in the fields of religious
architecture and book illumination—as a tool to gain legitimacy, strengthen political
influence, and consolidate their social standing. This study emphasizes the cultural
agency of women as active participants in Timurid art and illuminates the strategic role
of their artistic patronage in reproducing power structures and enriching Iran's social
history.

Keywords: Artistic Patronage, Timurid Women, Economy, Cultural Agency, Timurid
dynasty.



5 Sl pske oiass 018 (e HS| R 5 Olsses ((0TA0) . Lelend AsT
s b ladlas

sl i il e dem 5 Olal 2 3 (g sed (Golers LOYAY) 5L 5 (oSl
Sos o Ol Ol gls iass

e g 0Ly pes 8550 53 0Ll ol L(VYAT) Lo all Oliler

0 b cales I 135S 4 el o OYYY) L ISLE eil
ol

Ol e Ol e dgs 53 Sop Olul 2 (1140 ekl (SLeas

5093 05 Glpl e p plie 5 dxlis (lame o) 2 (VYA L Ol g5l
S 5S el Olsie 5 0L pes

Ol (b a8l Jasey s Il i s gy s dnlidds (0700 ) L cp Ul el fuas
ddo Olhe oLl BARRCE P Sy oladl 5 Bl el Ll
csbe DT el il Lil

A 30 1005 O 50 Calgy 4 0L e dge el s & AOYAQ) .l Js ¢ o5
(S T S a5 ol

ol 101,85 s 3 gamms dar 5 52 IS el i (VL) 1558 (555 g5 S

R—Q}J: ‘db}:jd\ﬂ‘)éé)w LS)LQ.&A (\Y‘vi)f.kij.ﬂbj} c.u.hl:;) ‘J‘:Jcpw .

35S Fea b Sl Olosle 0l g (S o ez 5 il bl S

ANY

.o@‘b 905> e&i&j}; Q‘)@J 46)‘}4.:5 e ol QL) (\V‘V\) }U [REe
J:.SJ:.A| ZQ\J.GJ Lr%ﬁ‘j’: u.l.f« :\»}JS c;f;‘)j—o."ﬁ (\Ye) .Jjbl.h c;.MJ
)‘) 4\\‘&5 g)ﬁl.w 6.X.A9- :\.du..,aﬁ ((OLLJ‘}Q.:; ‘}.GLQ.'«':-‘ tl.@j‘)) (\Y’C\'\) .G_L’:M ‘)ﬁob)

.(On\u.p G Y’\/u_p

\e

N

AY

NE

&b



@bl slanl (ol 2 OFA0) aisi b deule asl, sl d )0

o2 5o 3D e Sop olal & b iash (6 ses Ao Olul 2 s Llsls a8

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

(YA

A. J. Veal and Christine Burton. Research Methods for Arts and
Event Management, PEARSON EDUCATION LIMITED.2014
Arbabzadah, N. (2017), Afghanistan’s Islam. California
University of California Press.

Dickens, M. (1990), Timurid Architecture In Samarkand.
University of Alberta.

Hillenbrand, R. (2005), The Timurid Achievement in Architecture,
in A Survey of Persian Art”. The Islami Period XVIIIL. .Daneshvari
Costa Mesa, 83-126.

Manz, Beatrice Forbes, (2007), Power, Politics and Religion in
Timurid Iran. Boston: Tufts University Oxford: Wiley Blackwell, 2
, 811-845.

Rogers, J. M, (1996), Centralisation And Timurid Creativity .
Moderno, Nuova serie.533-550,15.

Subtelny, Maria Eva, (2007), Timurids in Transition. Boston: Brill.

i S35 g s ped 05 5 Gosed Olabudase 153 (65 e 853 e s 0L Sl Sasl’

G Ol 065 Ole 53 48 sl Ly g s 0 e Ko 3l el 0ile (gl 40 e I35 LT 5

Sl Sl A se dose 534S (55055 05 s LOVEV B VET Lo TN (Glass) (Gl ol 3 ns

456)}194.3‘Jj\a>;£ﬂgjkaOU)')'\\)L;)-*SCMA\;QLAJL;‘CM»\aMA)u\j\fuyé{)\j}).}j

odmy L3 B 25 0d 5 Sl oy sl Ol a ol e 53 dewge 5o Ssldaial 5 s (gl

(Vo0 oles) (o

959y olisl o 4 sl o dalet CEg 8 B sl o oS 4 Jsre a0l S sy A O 5T

VAo T (SLows) 6,5 edtlse w1y 5l kS oo b (6 nais S

.1;:..:'5\:;,.;JJLML;L:Jj.a\):AS@L..SA{r.a}{.del)_,,iolﬂ\gr.mwlbiuolﬁ>ﬂalglj;¢.Y‘

Manz, Y+ Vi AY) 355 GO



GLOlS 13 &8 0 53 01 o gimelanlas Jledl Ol 51U 5 05 5L e Soslis 5 6 g0 olup £
335,805 U (g5 S Lles S L& 5l 3550 53 g gy 5 Savlas glo old (6 ge ol odel o ST
S5 e Fald s 5 b een Sl s 4 s e 5 S Sl Bl oK sl S
3 Sl e ((S0lex L5 1 5l clias s andy anly e ) e b o ST Sl
o dials (g oaS 5 g’ |y sl ol ame 6 ST Cil e 5 Lilaxasls (BV 0TV LY 0YE) dia g b Olalisl
Lol S Gl e () ol o e 3 Bt 4l 038 JE ] Dl Oles
(VY0 o VAR (5 grime) (031 4y Dbl Olges oo Jldiul & el b S azils

S35 Lles gy 0Las gty (Sie (sla o ls ol W oy 033 oDl ol s 0L 45 o bill 0
ommen 5 Sl Olul Wl js LIl (g 18wl e e ol Ol |y i el > S g yisn o
Subtelny, ) L3 S o Wl 1) oge ik o) 5 Olatle glaedSTaal Olgsa T | oSl Lo
(2007: 154

3ol 23l welsl jsad b (gdas 08 5 eaaslezr 08 b s A eld L slesesle A
9 3 el e samma 53 350 e sdaliie 5l 0Ll 5 ses BT 53 Sos lalr 3 oS ol gla S
GlaansS Llesls cu |y olerstle 5 6ol Ol 50 5 Blo &5 ol GbadeS ool 5 ¢k
Lol Lles il LS 55 5 (@Sl o domas 5 el 558 GlaasS wlie ol 8 S 35S
ol 53 Ol L 658 bl Sl 5 o e e @ls 3 Sl o el G 5 38 Lt plaaS
2 kin slaz b s el bS5 S 5E S el 5 il sla Sl S sdalie 4s germe
Soo b O L (Sulise slhamio dexsl 5o L 3 Sl ol sdd el b ol 5
Liten i e 3l Sl & 1 bl 5 OB, il dsagat s s S Dar bl gl wold
e el &\)Ucl,é«@ 03l @z gy OB N 5 51 S d B s bl Sl 5 53 Ol e
Dickens, ) o s & (slaslileior 5 dop b oS 5 oS, o 5 Sl b Lo s n ol OS5 0
(1990: 14

L ool Sl (sl 3L 858 (sbae S0 51 SC i b o e ol S w5 LY
el ol sl 5 Jsle olinly G & ged Sl 5 s 3l eslinad b wlow (gls 5l 3 G ol 03 50
3l sl 5 sl a S S s 5 es gy Cae g te S Jol 53 s il 4 Ol £
3kt 3) A2l 035 s sad el Gl lRES 53 ST el (ISl 5 ey e S gl Sbelid)
(Yo o YA g

Dbl s cpizmen 535 0Ll 5 Oslals sl 0 S e (25 Guses Dlos 55 Slasl 5 3 A

(Rogers, 1996: 545) il elo| Ci iy sl el dowy il ss 0 OG5 gl 5



sl Ollakor s (55 ol o sl @ sl 5 ol O3 aho ) (5 035 e o 03 L3 oK
ol b g 3 S e ool ol a5 ol WY d 5l JLos had b5 55 (GAVY G AcO)
Ll sl NP (Vﬁy_d-ﬁ)) W dge udome 0 S 5L S o dol el 5 ol UY e s
(S ) (331 1AL pmm Olakos s 2n O3 S ps g 15 e A bds (sior (55l oo O e 2
(YFO L YYE o ¥A]

B Ol S S lsedge als by Ole 53 Rl g 5 sl OBl 31l e dsllsdhe N
S5, Obls 5 sbl izl ssd B (0ld ) m Olel 2 Jld 15 Cu S o Sopl Ol s
OSslals ol 51 B zyesm a0 4 g Sosed Come s Oslials 1 Wpdlldle 1S
IYAT OLler) (LIS s 513 oliler 55 (Saly 5 G S 5 oas & b Sl s
O o

Sl a5l Aled e 3L5 a8 51 S e slac e o8 L 51 55 als s peen BT S )
[ OAEE Jlo 53 (B35S el (Slmsde 35 5 3 (ol Slavsde 58 Jemasl s e sl
il Slal dile s 8 O e 55 Jeate dute ol 4 a8 AKGT 5wl Sl LIS s plEts
d 3 Dl S b s gl s e esls Sl sl 4 Sl ys oS glale S5 el clgdsdlls
(I8 o YT aedil ) Sl b 5 mames Bl 0l e 5 (SS5055 Joold

Sl Aal e sadame L0kl gty St sb Vs 5l e el Sla CE 3 S oY Y
DYYA (ol shal) 350 0l 4l (6345 93l Sl &g S 53 5 35300 el 355 a5l 0T
O o

@ a8 38 ok lavods Sl s dd astle ) pas OG5 5 OWLbI LS 4 &S plaly )Y
o s Pl ctmsde S5l 5l e 5l AS W S SV 53 G ged e BT Ol O
O o IYAL ¢ wsslS) 5 S ol OF sew b 5le 53

Gnialole &l 5 Olilas b 0pl 53 gt sl I s 4 gon S 40l 45 ¢ a5 O et 31T OLe g3 N
Sl e b ol 2o DVsle 5 Ot e il aie 5 eliils w0l ales 3l (guaze
o3l ol e 3 Siles g5 3 038 eal 3 Jle Dbl 51 amb ol sbile S3sl 50l
VO o VAT OLile) (gl 480 J}w &S glaw e



