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The View of commentators Historians and Geographers about the Place,
Time and Religion of the Companions of the Cave

Abstract

The Holy Quran, regarded as the most authentic source among Muslims, primarily
serves as a book of guidance, education, and wisdom. The Quranic narratives,
including the story of the Companions of the Cave (Ashab al-Kahf), are presented
in service of these guiding principles. This particular story has garnered
significant attention from exegetes, historians, and geographers throughout
history, leading to diverse perspectives and analyses regarding the time, place,
and religious beliefs of the Companions of the Cave. The varying interpretations
among these three scholarly groups have motivated this study to explore the
question: What are the perspectives and interpretations of exegetes, historians,
and geographers regarding the time, place, and faith of the Companions of the
Cave?

The findings indicate that these scholars have expressed differing viewpoints on
the three key aspects of this historical narrative. Some researchers suggest that the
event took place during the Fatrah period (the interval between the prophethood
of Jesus (AS) and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)), while others argue that it
occurred after the advent of Jesus Christ (AS). Concerning the location of the
event, the majority of exegetical, historical, and geographical sources concur that
it transpired in a city called Ephesus, located within the Roman territory.
Regarding their faith, prevailing views assert that the Companions of the Cave
were monotheistic and devout believers. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, examines and evaluates these differing perspectives in light
of relevant sources.

Keywords: Companions of the Cave, historians, exegetes, geographers, faith of
the Companions of the Cave.
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— Gibbon, Edward (1776-1789): “The History of the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire”, 6 volumes, Strahan & Cadell, Londo

— Nicholas Sims-Williams. “The Christian Sogdian Manuscript”, C2, BTT

12, Berlin. Idem 1988: “Syro-Sogdica III: Syriac Elemnts in Sogdian”,
Acta Iranica, 28 (green leaf), pp 145-156.1985.



