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An Analysis of Visual Criminology
Abstract
Visual criminology is an invitation to rethink how images reshape the world and criminology as
a project. Visual criminologists develop innovative concepts and tools to address issues of
crime, harm, culture, and control. The field emphasizes how social order is established through
ways of seeing, and focuses on the production of power and representation of crime in the visual
realm. Visual criminology is not conceived as a complement or a secondary branch of
conventional social science; rather, it emphasizes understanding the power of images of crime
and punishment beyond written reports and numerical data. Visual criminologists focus on the
role of vision and image in the history of criminology and explore the place of images in crime
and media studies. They use complex theories to trace the production of criminology and
criminal justice.
Keywords: crime, criminology, visual criminology, image, picture
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