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1 Prepectus

2. Frena hooks
3. Metasoma
4. Sternopleurites
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First report of the subfamily Teleasinae (Hym.: Scelionidae) from Iran
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Abstract

In a preliminary study on the fauna of Scelionidae in East Azarbaijan province that carried out
between 2009-2011, some specimens belonging to the subfamily Teleasinae were identified. They
were collected using Malaise traps. Based on the avail able reference this subfamily was not reported
from Iran earlier Teleasinae include 12 genera and 496 species worldwide. Two genera of Trimorus
Forster and Teleas Latreille were identified in this study.

Trimorus - material examined: Iran,East Azarbaijan, Khosroshahr, 1346m, N 37° 58' 28" and E 46°
02' 55", H. Lotfalizadeh leg., 1 female.

Teleas - material examined: Iran,East Azarbaijan, Shabestar, Alibeiglo, 1321m, N 54° 55' 87" and also
E 42° 25' 29", M. Rahnemaye-Shahsavari leg., 1 male and 1 female.

The subfamily Teleasinae is unique in having 12-segmented antennae in both sexes; Lateral ocdlli
were far from inner orbits of compound eyes. Skaphion never developed; fore wings with a long
marginal vein, at least 3 times as long as stigmal vein or even longer and postmarginal vein absent;
Hind wings with complete submarginal vein reaching to frenal hooks. Third metasomal tergite is the
longest among metasomal tergites; Metasoma has 7 tergites and 6 sternites in females and 8 tergites
and 7 sternitesin males.

Little is known on the biology of Teleasinae. Eggs of the carabid beetles (Coleoptera) are the only
identified host for these wasps. Most carabids lay their eggs in soil. Strong mandibles and spinose legs
of some Teleasinae such as Teleas might be in relation to the digging soil and searching for host eggs.
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