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Abstract

Introduction: In recent years, there has been a growing effort to indigenize the humanities and integrate

psychological knowledge with religious and cultural teachings within Iran’s higher education system. However,
teaching psychology from a theological—cultural perspective faces multiple conceptual, pedagogical, and
institutional barriers that may hinder educational effectiveness. Despite the country’s rich cultural and religious
context, psychology education in Iran remains largely grounded in Western secular theories and translated
resources. This misalignment has led to semantic, epistemological, and identity gaps in the teaching and learning
processes of psychology.

Research Methodology: This study aimed to identify the challenges of teaching psychology courses from
a theological—cultural perspective using a qualitative thematic analysis approach. The research population
consisted of 14 psychology faculty members and students with teaching or learning experience in theological-
oriented courses, selected through purposive and snowball sampling. Data were collected via semi-structured
interviews and coded thematically.

Findings: Analysis yielded eight main themes, 16 sub-themes, and 32 conceptual codes. The main themes
included:(1) Conflict between psychological content and religious foundations;(2) Role conflict of instructors
within the secular university structure;(3) Lack of an indigenous and integrative theoretical framework;(4)
Challenges related to teaching materials;(5) Students’ cognitive confusion;(6) Institutional resistance to
theological transformation;(7) Successful experiences in integrative teaching;(8) Strategies for
improvement.Participants highlighted structural, theoretical, and cultural obstacles while emphasizing the need
for curriculum reform, revision of teaching resources, and clarification of epistemological religious foundations
in psychology education.

Conclusion: The results of designing and implementing the educational justice model in this
province show that achieving educational justice requires a systemic, data-driven approach

based on stakeholder participation at all levels of the education system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

In recent decades, the indigenization of the humanities and the integration of psychology with
theological and cultural foundations have been emphasized in Iran’s higher education system. Despite
these efforts, the teaching of psychology remains heavily influenced by Western secular theories, often
resulting in epistemological gaps, semantic mismatches, and cultural conflicts in the classroom. This
situation has generated a pressing need to identify the barriers and opportunities for developing a more
integrative pedagogical model that aligns psychological knowledge with religious and cultural values.
The present study was designed to explore the challenges and prospects of teaching psychology courses
within a theological—cultural framework, with the broader aim of contributing to the reform of
curriculum, teaching resources, and epistemological foundations in psychology education.

Methodology:

This research adopted a qualitative approach using thematic analysis. The study population consisted
of 14 participants, including psychology faculty members and students with experience in teaching or
learning psychology from a theological—cultural perspective. Participants were selected through
purposive and snowball sampling to ensure diversity in academic background and teaching experience.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted, transcribed, and analyzed with the aid of MAXQDA
(2022). Coding followed Braun and Clarke’s six-step thematic analysis framework. The rigor of the
findings was ensured through strategies such as member checking, peer debriefing, and triangulation,
in accordance with Guba and Lincoln’s trustworthiness criteria.

Findings:
The analysis produced eight overarching themes, 16 sub-themes, and 32 conceptual codes. The
major themes included:

Tension between psychological content and theological foundations.
Role conflict of instructors within secular university structures.
Lack of an indigenous integrative theoretical framework.
Challenges related to teaching materials and resources.

Students’ cognitive dissonance and confusion.

Institutional resistance to theological and cultural transformation.
Positive experiences and examples of integrative teaching practices.
Suggested strategies for improvement and curriculum reform.

N~ E

Participants highlighted that without clarifying the religious—epistemological bases of psychology and
developing context-sensitive resources, any effort at integration remains fragmented and inconsistent.
Nonetheless, several successful models of integrative teaching emerged, demonstrating the possibility
of reconciling cultural authenticity with scientific rigor.

Conclusion:

The findings reveal that the theological—cultural approach to teaching psychology is both necessary and
challenging. On the one hand, it promises to bridge epistemological gaps, strengthen cultural identity,
and provide more meaningful education to students. On the other hand, structural resistance, lack of
theoretical coherence, and inadequate pedagogical resources hinder its full realization. The study
concludes that achieving effective integration requires systemic reforms, including the design of
indigenous theoretical frameworks, curriculum revision, and faculty development programs.
Ultimately, the pursuit of a theology—culture—based psychology curriculum is not merely a pedagogical
choice but a strategic necessity for aligning higher education with Iran’s cultural and spiritual heritage.
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