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Abstract

Background and Objective: By definition, the urban landscape is a natural structure in an urban
setting and research in social perception about studying the intangible norms that the landscape, as a
medium, represented and transmitted throough the society. In this sense, in contrast to landscape
restoration which has an ecological approach, social perception has fewer contributions to
regeneration of urban streams. Shiraz Khoshk River is one of the natural and historical edges of city
that has become a symbol of the city and one of its natural identities for lack of sufficient water,
presence of physical interventions and valuable religious monuments in its path across the city. This
paper aims to find out the social perceptions of Khoshk River in order to establish a practical
framework for landscape regeneration of the urban streams. Hence, categorizing the citizens’
perceptions is inevitable and this could be defined as one of the research objectives.

Method: This study relies on integrated strategies as a research method; we applied a complex
description with a social survey within the case study using an exploratory content analysis approach.
Besides, during assessing the social perception of residence, totally 32 person were chosen randomly
through semi-structured interviews. Social perception variables obtained from literature review and
categorized in two main groupes: landscape to society variables (six variables), and society to
landscape variables (four variables). These variables were evaluated in a field survey (interviews and
photography).

Results: Results showed that the upper part of the river has higher potential for social perception than
the middle and lower part. Furthermore, according to the survey, the social perception consists of
some variables which could be categorized in three groups: “natural environment variables”,
“functional and activity variables” and “emotional variables” appeared in the responses in priority
order.

Conclusion: In the social opinions, the noticeable elements of the river were in order of “natural
elements”, “arterial and manmade elements” and at least “functional-activity elements”. It means that
the relations between landscape and people are mostly a one-way direction than a two-way correlation.
In another word, society to landscape variables is less considered than landscape to society variables.

1- PhD in Landscape Architecture from Iran University of Science & Technology, Assistant Professor at Shiraz
University of Arts, Fars, Iran.* ( Corresponding Author)

2- Associated professor, Iran University of Science & Technology, Tehran, Iran.

3- Professor, Iran University of Science & Technology, Tehran, Iran.
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At the end, the principle of urban natural stream regeneration based on the case study and social
perception of the landscape was modeled and proposed as “cultural, symbolic and identical strategies”,
“recreational strategies” and “social and legal sensitivity strategies”.

Keywords: Landscape, Natural environment variables, Khoshk River, Social perception, Urban
regeneration.
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1- Urban Landscape
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Table 1- Distribution of respondents based on gender, age and education
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Figure 1- The root and main parts of Khoshk River through the Shiraz city (17)
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Figure 2- Landscape of the river and its surrounding nature
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Table 2- Selection of respondents points of views
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Chart 1- Category of respondents' viewpoints in interviews
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Table 3- Current capacity of river landscape in social perception based on the average of experts
viewpoints (1-quite unfavorable, 2-fairly unfavorable, 3- average, 4-very good, 5-quite good)
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Table 4- SWOT analysis of upper and middle part of the river
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Table 5- Strategies for increasing social perception of river landscape
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