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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Tourism is one of the key economic sectorsbenefit would be more than
other economic sectors, if appropriate investment is done. Tourism and its different branches,
especially ecotourism and geotourism play an important role in different aspects of cultural, social and
economic sectors in the world. The aim of this study was to identifiy the criteria influencing
ecotourism development in desert areas.

Method: In this studythe criteria effective on introducing the potential areas to attract tourists were
classified into two groups. These two groups included the critera related to environmental and climatic
characteristics and to recreational services infrastructures. Each criteria included some sub-criteria.
Results: In this study, using a multi-criteria decision systems and geographic information systems
(GIS), the identified criteria and sub-criteria related to the target area were weighted and combined.
Conclusion: According to the obtianed results, the study area has a high potential for ecotourism
development.
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Figure 1- Location map of the study area
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Figure 2-Criterion (weight standards) to evaluate the degree of importance of sub-criteria (sub-criteria
weight) compared to the main benchmark
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climatic characteristics) from top left to right, 1. Sub unit of land 2. Sub vegetation 3. User sub
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Figure 4- Standard sub with fuzzy functions (standard infrastructure and social services and cultural
attractions (distance criteria) from right to left, 1. The sub distance from residential centers 2. The sub on
the river 3. The sub-criteria are of the aqueduct
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Figure 6- Sub standard with fuzzy functions (standard infrastructure and social services and cultural
attractions (distance criteria)) from right to left, 1. The distance from the commercial sub 2. The sub-
criteria are the effects of religious history 3. Sub distance from the road network
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Figure 7. Utility ratio target (from right to left 1. The main measure of environmental and climatic
features 2. The criteria and social services infrastructure and cultural attractions (distance criteria))
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Figure 8. Utility area of research to develop ecotourism (from right to left 1. Map of the integration of the
main criteria 2. The classified map obtained from integrating standards (classification and prioritization
study area for the development of ecotourism)
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