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Abstract

Considering the global spread of production and consumption of transgenic products and due to the
importance of taking required measures and having necessary regulations for safely use of these products
and to avoid potential dangers to the environment and their health, it is very critical for each country to
codify laws and regulations on biosafety. Thus, it is essential to make, approve and implement proper
laws and regulations at the national level. The present study reviewed biosafety laws and regulations in
Iran and their shortcomings as well as biosafety laws of 10 countries from Europe, Asia, America and
Oceania. Except for World Trade Organization and Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol,
Iran has acceded to all related protocols and regulations. Moreover, Biosafety National Law, Paragraph
(b) of Executive Regulations of Article (7) of the Biosafety Law and executive instructions of Ministry
of Agriculture, Ministry of Health and Medical Education and Department of Environment have been
ratified in Iran. The studies show that the text of Biosafety National Law has some shortcomings and as
a result, executive regulations and instructions of competent executive organizations have many
problems. Therefore, in this study, Iran’s Biosafety National Law and related regulations were reviewed
and compared with the text of Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and also biosafety laws in 10 countries
from four different continents with different viewpoints (from Asia: China, Japan, India; from Europe:
European Union, Germany and Spain; from America: Brazil, Argentina, Canada and America; from
Oceania: Australia). The countries are or are not parties to the Cartagena Protocol and are active in
production, release and consumption of transgenic products. In doing so, the study has tried to define
strengths and weaknesses of Biosafety National Law and related instructions and develop a proper
framework for it.
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3- U.S department of Agiculture (USDA)
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1- environmental protection Agency (EPA)
2- Food and drug administration (FDA)
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1- BT Toxin

2- Federal insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act (FIFRA)

3- Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA)
4- Generally Recognized as Safe.
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