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Abstract

Background and Objective: Four elements of Water, Earth, Air and Fire have been considered as the
foundation for describing all natural science phenomena since bygone era and have been respected
during different periods in Iran. These four elements have been thought as one of the common aspects
between Iranian myths and beliefs in different eras.

By emphasis on the values of the past culture, this research tries to reintroduce the values of nature
and present the general pattern for designing the four elements park through reminding the concepts of
these four elements.

Method: The concept of four elements, Earth, Water, Fire and Air have been studied in the historical
record of Iran since prehistoric era, ancient times of Iran and Islamic era ( Avicenna's era and
traditional — Islamic medicine) and the characteristics and symbols of four elements have been
surveyed. Then by summarizing these concepts and using some parks and gardens in Iran and other
countries, some symbols and parameters were presented for describing these elements in the design
and then this data was evaluated by using the questionnaire in Shahreza as the case study.

Findings: According to the symbols and parameters used for representing these elements, amenities
are divided into four groups. Finally by analyzing the connection between these four elements in
arranging spatial organization, a pattern for designing the four elements park is presented.

Discussion and Conclusion: There are a lot of concepts in scientific, cultural and historical records of
Iran that can be turned into spatial elements. According to the symbolism characteristic of four
elements, this issue is one of the concepts that can be used in park design. Visiting this park is

influential in reminding Iranians of their identity.

Keywords: Four Elements Park, earth, water, fire, air, Iranian pattern.
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Figure 6. The results of questionnaire through one way T test
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Table 2- The selected amenities for each zone and the affecting characteristics of four elements.
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Figure 4. Connection number 3 (linear connection
based on dryness and moistness)
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Figure 3. Connection number 1 (based on the cyclic
connection and maximum connection between four
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