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Abstract

Background and Objective: Understanding attitudes of local people on protected areas, especially
land use management is necessary for maintaining, managing and achieving sustainable development
in these areas. Considering local resident's attitudes can promote protected areas management and help
to recognize the problems and potential solutions. So in this research the attitudes and perceptions of
people of Arsabaran Biosphere Reserve's about socio-economic impacts of land sue changes were
analyzed.

Method: 367 questionnaires consist of 24 questions distributed using stratified random method and
full field by interviewing with local residents of the zones within the Arasbaran Biosphere Reserve
(including the core, buffer and transitional zones). Validity and reliability of research was determined.

Findings: Analysis show that the people consider scales and so socio-economic impacts of land sue
changes in the local and regional scales is more important.

Discussion and Conclusion: Local residents understand the necessity of maintaining land uses, but
preferring the socio-economic issues and their livelihoods. People showed obviously the rational
choice on their answers, and based on their current and future needs introduced future useful land uses.
Using local residents' attitudes may help the managers to find out their needs as direct driving force of
land use changes within the area and leads them to design win-win plans though land use
management.

Key words: Socioeconomic Effects, Land Use Changes, Local Perception, Protected Areas.
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Figure 1. Location of study area
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Figure 3. Opinion of Respondents about the effect
of each land use increase on the population of

rural and small urban areas surrounding the study
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Figure 2. Opinion of Respondents about the each land

sue increasing and decreasing during past 10-15 years
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Figure 5. Opinion of Respondents about the effect of

each land use increase on the local flora and fauna
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Figure 4. Opinion of Respondents about the effect of

each land use increase on the people involved in
local services and community groups
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Figure 7. Opinion of Respondents about the overall

effect of land uses on urban and rural community
beyond them
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Figure 6. Opinion of Respondents about the effect of
each land uses on total regional economic benefits
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