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Original Paper Abstract

With the growth of human societies and the adoption of alluring slogans such as
economic growth or greater human welfare, the environment has faced numerous
threats. This increasingly highlights the necessity for special attention to
environmental rights in public policymaking. The aim is to advance economic goals
without pushing the environment to the brink of destruction. Within the legal
framework, environmental rights will assist policymakers in devising and adopting
frameworks whose public benefits ensure the preservation and protection of the
environment, while optimally securing societal well-being. Economic activities can
have detrimental effects on climate, forests, land, and the extinction of various
animal species. These negative impacts can result in significant economic
consequences, including reduced productivity, increased healthcare costs, and the
loss of biodiversity. Conversely, investment in environmental protection and
sustainable development can lead to numerous economic benefits. This research
employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library studies and examining
both progress and setbacks in this multifaceted issue. It seeks to pave the way for
fostering a healthy collective life alongside social welfare for Iranians, and thus aims
to identify beneficial policies within environmental law with an economic
orientation. The study's objective is to investigate the impacts of environmental law
policymaking on Iran's economy, encompassing both positive and negative effects
on various components such as employment, productivity, production growth, social
welfare, and economic growth. The findings indicate that the realm of policymaking
should be a balanced whole, not a distorted legal environment. Therefore, by
employing robust principles, policies for environmental rights can be devised to
ensure that the health and safety of society are not threatened while utilizing natural
resources. Consequently, the initial step in defining these legal policies is their
complete coordination with one another.
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Extended Abstract

The rapid growth of human societies, driven by the pursuit of economic progress and enhanced human welfare,
has placed unprecedented pressure on the environment, leading to significant ecological threats such as climate
change, deforestation, land degradation, and biodiversity loss. These environmental challenges underscore the
urgent need for robust policymaking that integrates environmental conservation with economic growth,
particularly within a legal framework that prioritizes sustainable development. This study, conducted in the
context of Iran, explores how environmental law can serve as a cornerstone for crafting policies that balance
economic objectives with the preservation of natural ecosystems, ensuring societal well-being without
compromising environmental integrity.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on library-based studies to examine both the
advancements and setbacks in integrating environmental rights into public policymaking. It aims to identify
effective policies within Iran’s environmental law framework that promote a green economy while addressing
economic dimensions such as employment, productivity, production growth, social welfare, and overall
economic development. The study highlights the dual nature of economic activities: while they drive growth,
they often result in detrimental environmental impacts, including reduced agricultural productivity, increased
healthcare costs due to pollution-related illnesses, and the loss of biodiversity. Conversely, strategic
investments in environmental protection and sustainable practices can yield significant economic benefits,
such as job creation in green industries, enhanced public health, and long-term resource sustainability.

Environmental law is defined as a set of regulations governing human interactions with the environment to
ensure its protection, encompassing both individual and collective rights. In Iran, environmental rights are
recognized under public law, as outlined in constitutional principles (e.g., Articles 48, 50, 45, and 153), which
emphasize equitable resource use and intergenerational justice. Sustainable development is conceptualized as
development that meets present needs without jeopardizing future generations’ abilities to meet theirs,
integrating economic progress with environmental quality. The green economy, a key focus of the study, is
presented as an economic model that reduces environmental risks and promotes sustainability through low-
carbon industries, efficient resource use, and waste reduction.

The study identifies several legal and practical challenges in Iran’s environmental governance. These include
the lack of a clear legal basis for government civil liability in environmental damage cases, which hinders
preventive measures and focuses on post-damage compensation. Scientific uncertainty surrounding complex
environmental issues, such as climate change, complicates policymaking, as does the presence of conflicting
interests, where economic priorities often overshadow environmental concerns. Corruption in permit issuance
and government involvement in environmentally harmful industries (e.g., steel and petrochemicals) further
exacerbate these challenges. The research highlights five critical environmental issues in Iran—drought,
vegetation loss, air pollution, rural depopulation, and biodiversity loss—each with profound economic
implications.

To address these challenges, the study proposes several policy recommendations. First, legal reforms are
needed to update environmental laws, strengthen standards, and impose stricter penalties for violations,
particularly for emerging issues like climate change and soil pollution. Second, public participation should be
enhanced through transparent decision-making processes and environmental education to foster a culture of
environmental stewardship. Third, investments in clean technologies and eco-tourism should be incentivized
to promote economic growth while preserving natural ecosystems. The study also suggests that insurance
companies invest in environmental protection to reduce long-term healthcare costs caused by pollution-related
diseases, framing such investments as strategic rather than costly. Finally, policies must be harmonized to
ensure a cohesive approach that balances economic and environmental goals, incorporating principles like
equity, justice, and shared responsibility.

The findings emphasize that effective policymaking requires a balanced, integrated legal framework that
avoids favoring economic gains over environmental health. By aligning policies with robust principles, Iran
can foster a sustainable future that ensures societal health and safety while leveraging natural resources
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responsibly. The study concludes by advocating for further research into specific strategies for promoting
sustainable development in Iran and comparative studies with other developing nations to refine environmental
and economic policies.

Keywords: Environmental Law, Green Economy, Sustainable Development, Social Welfare, Environmental
Policies
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