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Rotaviral diarrhea frequency in calves of
Chaharmahal - Bakhtiyari province
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The study was conducted on 200 fear samples of
diarrhetic calves, in one year (2003-2004) by antigen
detection ELISA kit (Bio-X belgium). Among a total of
200, 37 samoles (18.5%) were positive to rotavirus.
The lowest rate of infection was in summer (6%) and
the highest one was in winter (48%). The frequency of
infection rate of male and female calves werel14/20%
and 20.13% respectively. In dairy farms_with a proper
hygienic management, frequency of rotaviral diarrhea
was 5.19% but in farms without this, the frequency was
about 63.04%. The lowest rotaviral frequency was in
the 1-7 days age group (3.17%) and the highest
belonged to group 15-21 days (66.66%). Statistical
analysis of the results showed a significant association
between infection ,season and health management in
different farms. Infection frequency among calves with
15-21 days of age had a significant statistical
difference with other ages groups but no linear
statistical correlation was found between increase in
infection rate and age of the calves. In attention to this
results,use of the hygiene and management methods, in
parturition period specially in cold season, has a
significant effect in decline of rotaviral diarrhea
frequency.
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