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Abstract

The assumption of criminal responsibility of a child in the event of committing intentional murder
faces two challenges: on the one hand, a child or juvenile delinquent is exempt from criminal
responsibility and punishment, and on the other hand, there is a divergence of opinions on the
criterion of maturity and the creation of criminal responsibility for a child, which has caused a
duality in Iranian criminal law. The following article deals with the conditions of criminal
responsibility of a child in committing intentional murder from the perspective of Iranian
jurisprudence and law. Accordingly, it is necessary to explain the concepts of: minor and childhood
and puberty, the criterion of puberty, extreme puberty, the difference between growth and extreme,
the approaches of Imami and Sunni jurists towards the maturity of the murderer, and the
approaches of Iranian law towards the maturity of the murderer. This research, using a descriptive-
analytical method and using library resources, has reached the following conclusions: from the
perspective of Imamiyyah and Sunni jurists, the implementation of Qisas is subject to reason and
maturity, and the lack of one of these two conditions removes criminal responsibility. In Iranian
criminal law, the legislator, by accepting the views of Imamiyyah jurists and determining
punishment as security measures, considers a distinction between maturity and the ability to apply
punishment. The adoption of this criminal policy, namely: the necessity of intellectual growth and
perfection and understanding the nature of the crime, is evident and clear in Articles 91 and 120
of the Islamic Penal Code approved in 2013.
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