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is well known. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
effect of factors such as innovation capability and international
experience on export performance of exporting firms of food
products of Tehran province.

Materials and Methods: This study is an applied descriptive-
survey research and data collection instrument was
questionnaire. The statistical population of the research includes
all managers and supervisors of 50 exporting firms of food
products of Tehran province. The sampling method was judgment
sampling and sample size consists of 185 managers and
supervisors. This research was conducted between June 2019 to
November 2019. To test hypotheses, Structural Equation
Modelling (SEM) was used.

Findings: Innovation capability and international experience
have a significant effect on the export performance of the
exporting firms of food products of Tehran province. Moreover,
innovation capability compared to international experience has a
greater significant effect on export performance.

Conclusion: Exporting firms of food products of Tehran province
need to reinforce their innovation capability and international
experience, respectively in order to improve their export
performance.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The competitiveness of export is a
function of factors influencing export
products. Innovation is considered as one of
the most important factors influencing
export, because innovative products
provides a strong foundation to enter new
foreign markets [(6). Another factor
influencing export performance is export
experience (17). Given the fact that there is
still little information about the specific
nature and drivers influencing export
marketing strategy implementation (1) and
this issue is very important for firms
operating in food industry, the purpose of
the current research is to investigate the
significant effect of export performance
drivers such as innovation capability and its
dimensions and international experience on
the export performance of exporting firms
of food products of Tehran province.

Materials and Methods

This research is an applied research in
terms of purpose and a descriptive-survey
research in terms of method that is based
on the Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
technique. The statistical population of the
research includes all 185 managers and
supervisors in 50 firms exporting food
products in Tehran province. The research
sampling method was judgment sampling.
The research questionnaire includes 46
questions that are designed using several
standard  questionnaires; To  design
innovation capability questionnaire
including 6 dimensions (marketing,
learning, strategic, resource utilization,
production, and organizational capability)
and 29 items, Guan and Ma's questionnaire
was used (55), the 4 items of international
experience were solicited from the
questionnaire of Belska-Spasova et al. (56),
and to design export performance
questionnaire involving 3 dimensions
(financial performance, strategic
performance, and satisfaction performance)
and 13 items, Zou et al.” questionnaire was
used (57). The questions are closed-ended
and based on the 5-point Likert scale. The
validity of questionnaire was confirmed
using face wvalidity, construct (factor)
validity, and divergent and convergent

validity. The content and face validity of
questionnaire were confirmed using
experts' opinions, and construct validity
was confirmed using the measurement part
of the confirmatory factor analysis model
and convergent validity, which their values
are more than 0.5 of the value of extracted
variance (an  important index of
convergence). To evaluate the reliability of
questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha test and
composite reliability were utilized.

Findings and Discussion

The first hypothesis of the research
examines the significant effect of innovation
capability on export performance. Given the
fact that the significant value is equal to
10.228 and it is outside the range of 1.96
and -1.96, the statistical hypothesis HO is
rejected, indicating that innovation
capability affects the export performance of
firms exporting food products of Tehran
province. The second hypothesis of the
research examines the significant effect of
international  experience on  export
performance. Since the significant value is
equal to 3.551 and it is outside the range of
1.96 and -1.96, the statistical hypothesis HO
is rejected, indicating that international
experience also affects the export
performance of firms exporting food
products of Tehran province. Furthermore,
according to the path coefficient of
innovation capability, which is equal to
0.403 and the path coefficient of
international experience, which is equal to
0.152, the results show that compared to
international experience, innovation
capability has a greater significant effect on
the export performance of firms exporting
food products of Tehran province. The
results of the sub-hypotheses also indicate
that the  adjusted  coefficient of
determination of the effect of marketing
capability, production capability, learning
capability, organizational capability,
resource exploitation capability, and
strategic capability on export performance
is equal to 0.51, 0.42, 0.51, 0.60, 0.61 and
0.49, respectively, indicating that one unit
increase in marketing capability, production
capability, learning capability,
organizational capability, resource
exploitation capability, and strategic
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capability causes an increase of 0.51, 0.42,
0.51, 0.60, 0.61 and 0.49 of one unit in the
export performance of firms exporting food
products of Tehran province, respectively.

Conclusion

Since the first hypothesis of the research
has been confirmed, the firms exporting
food products of Tehran province need to
reinforce their innovation capability by
improving its dimensions. Furthermore,
based on the confirmation of the second
hypothesis of the research, the following
suggestions are presented to the exporting
firms of food products of Tehran province:
employing highly qualified personnel to
meet the demand of international
customers, employing experienced
personnel in the field of international
export operations, utilizing the existing
knowledge about export markets, and
implementing information related to
business leadership in export markets.
Moreover, given the fact that innovation
capability has a greater significant effect
than international experience on the export
performance of firms exporting food
products of Tehran province, these firms
need to reinforce innovation capability first
and then international experience to
improve their export performance using the
above-mentioned suggestions.
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