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The main purpose of this article is to examine the theory of good
governance and compare it with decent governance from the
perspective of Imam Ali (AS). During the last few decades, good
governance or optimal governance has been highly noticed by
social science researchers, although good governance has
continuously occupied the thoughts of rulers and statesmen. This
is despite the fact that good governance and its importance in
Islam is not a new phenomenon and the importance of good
governance has been mentioned many times in Islamic sources;
In this article, using the descriptive-argumentative method,
firstly, good governance and its indicators are defined and
explained with a western approach, then decent governance and
its indicators are introduced from the perspective of Hazrat Ali
(a.s.) in the valuable book Nahjal Balagha. Finally, two
approaches of good governance and competent governance have
been compared and concluded. The results of this study show
that Imam Ali's view on governance is more complete and
comprehensive than the concept of good governance in many
cases.
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