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Abstract

In the era of knowledge-based economy, knowledge-based companies, as the driving force of
innovation and economic development, require effective leadership styles that are appropriate
to their dynamic characteristics. The aim of the present study is to present a native model for
business leadership in knowledge-based companies so that managers can pave the way for
sustainable growth while strengthening innovation, productivity, and competitiveness. This
study was conducted using a thematic analysis approach. In this section, the research field
included senior managers of knowledge-based companies, small and medium-sized
businesses in Tabriz, and academic experts, 26 of whom were selected using theoretical
sampling. Then, semi-structured interviews were conducted with them, and the resulting data
reached theoretical saturation. For data analysis, the Brown and Clarke (2006) framework and
MAXQDA software were used, and for validity, CVR was used, and Cronbach's alpha was
used for questionnaire reliability. Finally, the importance and ranking of themes were
performed using Fuzzy Delphi. Thus, the findings indicate that five main criteria, leadership
skills with 199 points (29%), leadership personality components with 132 points (20%),
organizational environmental leadership components with 130 points (19%), leadership
approaches, 112 points (17%), and ethical leadership interactions with 103 points (16%) are
effective on business leadership and in terms of importance, leadership skills have obtained
the first rank, leadership personality components have the second rank, organizational
environmental leadership components have the third rank, leadership approaches have the
fourth rank, and ethical leadership components have the fifth rank. Finally, a knowledge-
based business leadership model has been presented that can be used as a practical framework
for managers, policymakers, and knowledge-based entrepreneurs.

Keywords: Business, Knowledge-Based Companies, Leadership.
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