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The role of charismatic leadership in guiding the revolution and stabilizing the political
system; case study: the role of Imam Khomeini (RA) in the victory and stabilization of
(the Islamic Republic system (1979-1981
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:Abstract

In this article, the application of the theory of the charismatic
leader in the political personality of Imam Khomeini (RA) as a
charismatic leader during the emergence of the revolutionary
movement in three periods, namely before the revolution from
1963 to January 2013 as the first period, from January 2013
to the victory of the revolution in 1978 as the second period,
and the period of consolidation of the Islamic Republic sys-
tem from April 1979 to June 1981 and the dismissal of Bani
Sadr and the exit of the People’s Mojahedin from the political
power structure of the revolutionary system as the third peri-
od was studied. The findings of the study showed that Imam
Khomeini’s (RA) personal charisma in the pre-revolutionary
period had a traditional-religious nature, and he was able to
lead the Islamic-revolutionary movement by relying on reli-
gious legitimacy. His charisma in the second period, that is, in
the early years of the revolution (1979-1981), was of the type
of “personal and emotional charisma.” By leading the masses
of the people and shaping mass participation, he replaced bu-
reaucratic legitimacy with his post-revolutionary charismatic
legitimacy, while stabilizing the system. Perhaps if the role of
his charismatic leadership had not been sensitive at that time,
the nascent Islamic system would not have been able to over-
come the crises related to the stabilization of its rule, given
the institutional weakness of the revolutionary forces in not
having experience in dealing with the crises of stabilizing the
nascent revolutionary system.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini (RA), stabilization of the sys-
tem, leadership of the revolutionary movement, traditional
and personal charismatic leader
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