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Abstract

Nineteen century in Iran was the birth period of "The Iranian modernity". In
the process of modernizing of Iranian society, two groups played the main
role, the intellectuals outside the circle of power and the bureaucrats inside
the government. Mirza Yousef Khan Mostashar Al-Dowleh (IATY-)1A90AD)
was one of the most important modernists of that era, whose treatise "One
word" is one of the best texts written in the pre-constitutional era about the
importance of paying attention to the constitutionalism of modernism in
Iran. The theoretical framework of the article is based on two main
paradigms of constitutionalism (the interpretation of the rule of law based
on natural rights and the interpretation of the rule of law based on state-
oriented rights) and the research method is the "analytical-historical”
method. From the analysis and interpretation of the content of Mirza
Mostashar's treatise in this article, it was concluded that the fundamental
intellectual concern of Mirza Yousef Khan Mostashar Al-Dowleh and his main
goal of writing his treatise is the establishment of a modern legal institution
(establishing the rule of law) based on natural rights inspired by the
declaration of human rights. He was in Iran, but at the same time, he tried to
use the capabilities of the traditional legal system of Iran (jurisprudence) in
the framework of the modern epistemological understanding of law to build

a modern legal system.
Keywords Constitutionalism, Mirza Yousef Khan Mostashar — Al Dowleh,
“The One Word” Treatise.
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