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Abstract

Introduction: Iranshahri's political thought, as one of the intellectual movements
rooted in the political history of Iran, represents the Iranian view of the political
system and governance. This political thought depicts an ideal society in which
there is a unity between the ruler and the people, and the people follow and obey
political power because they assume the origin of the ruler's power to be divine
and just. Although this intellectual view belongs to the ancient Iranian era, with
the change in the political and social nature of Iran, especially after the spread of
Islam in Iran, it has continued to persist and has been manifested in various forms
in Iranian political treatises and poems. This continuity and persistence has faced
a major challenge with the emergence of modern ideas, especially Western
political ideas, especially in the field of the nature and origin of power and the
role of the people in the political structure. This challenge has raised many
questions about the extent to which Iranshahri's thought is compatible with
modern political ideas, especially the role of the people in governance. This
dissertation seeks to examine the intellectual foundations of Iranshahri's thought
with the intellectual foundations of an open society.

Methodology and theoretical framework: To study of the hypothesis of this
research, the method of qualitative analysis of variables has been used and the
data was collected through library. The authors of Therefore, this research,
relying on the theoretical framework of Karl Popper, who in his book "The Open
Society and Its Enemies" defines an open society based on critical rationality,
pluralism, rejection of individualistic totalitarianism, and rejection of historical
essentialism. Therefore the main research question is , whether Iranshahri's
political thought can provide a platform for the realization of an open society or
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does it lead to a closed society? This article argues that features such as reliance
on metaphysical truths (such as Farah Izadi), rejection of critical rationality,
promotion of social hierarchies, emphasis on wholes such as the nation and
universal identity, and a fatalistic view of history in Iranshahri's thought lead it
towards a closed system.

Results and discussion: political thought in Iran, was organized within a cosmic
system, and they considered it an order prior to objective societal requirements.
In this thought, the cosmic order is considered a complete and sacred reference
that should serve as a model for action and contemplation. According to such a
belief, the political system must conform to the cosmic order, in such a way that
the human societal order is harmonious with the cosmic order, which follows a
specific rule. If the societal order is not based on justice, meaning it is not aligned
with the general cosmic order, society cannot achieve happiness. However, for
the human system to be aligned with the requirements of the cosmic rule, order,
and justice, it must be led by someone who is connected to cosmic forces and, in
a way, helps fulfill the cosmic providence on Earth. The cosmic order is managed
by the gods, and they are the ones who appoint their representative or chosen one
over humans to implement their providence among people. To realize the order
of creation, humans must live according to the goodness and moral law governing
the cosmos. Therefore, since all creation and the universe are organized based on
the eternal and immutable ‘Ashah’ and the divine eternal law, and since the king,
by virtue of his divine fiery nature, possesses the ‘Farr-e [zadi’ and, through the
dual body he has acquired, is the conduit of grace between earth and sky.
Consequently, the structure of power in Iranshahri political thought is not a
product of dialogue and exchange of views between the ruling authority and
citizens, but rather stems from power derived from divine will and cosmological
foundations. Based on the concept of ‘Kvishyakari’ (duty/role) articulated in this
context, this process leads to the creation of a closed society, whereas the
limitation of the ruler’s power by citizens is a fundamental principle for
establishing an open society. Therefore, the exercise of power and the limits of
freedom in society are subject to the ruler’s will.

Conclusion: This research, based on Popper’s theoretical framework,
demonstrated that this thought, in its traditional form, faces fundamental
challenges in realizing an open society and aligning with the indicators of a
democratic order. Characteristics such as cosmological order, the centrality of
‘Farr-e 1zadi’, the hierarchy of duty (‘Kvishyakari’), and historical determinism



create a commanding and non-participatory relationship between the ruler and
the people, which is incompatible with the principles of critical rationalism,
citizen oversight, and the equal distribution of rights in an open society. In Iranian
thought, the legitimacy of the king stems from divine will, not from the consent
of citizens, and justice is focused on maintaining the hierarchical order, not legal
equality, which limits the possibility of social mobility and critique of power. For
Iranian thought to remain an effective model in the modern era, it requires a
redefinition of its fundamental concepts, such as justice, legitimacy, and the role
of citizens. This redefinition can help adapt to the principles of an open society
by emphasizing values like justice and tolerance, and distancing itself from
metaphysical authoritarianism. This research suggests that future studies should
focus on the possibility of reconstructing this thought within democratic and
pluralistic frameworks, to examine its theoretical and practical potential for
responding to contemporary political needs in Iran.
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