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Abstract

In the contemporary era, cognitive warfare has become the primary tool for
achieving the expansionist goals of hegemonic powers without military
confrontation. Cognitive warfare is a hybrid approach that utilizes non-
kinetic combat capabilities within the virtual space to secure victory in
conflicts without physical engagement. Following the death of Mahsa Amini
in 2022, the adversary employed media tools to launch a cognitive war
against the Islamic Republic of Iran. Therefore, the present study aims to
identify the cognitive warfare and media framing employed by BBC Persian
through a critical discourse analysis approach based on the frameworks of
Teun A. van Dijk. The analysis focuses on news articles published by BBC
Persian from September 2022 to January 2023. The findings reveal that BBC
Persian's news texts, in terms of lexical style, referenced individuals and
institutions, othering, citations, presuppositions, and connotations, seek to
establish discourses through media-driven cognitive warfare. A discourse
analysis of BBC Persian's news texts shows that the main narratives
surrounding the coverage of the protests following Mahsa Amini's death
include "mandatory hijab," "police violence," "lack of freedom and justice,"

"human rights violations," and "public discontent."
Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, van Dijk, cognitive warfare, BBC
Persian, Mahsa Amini, Iran
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