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Abstract

Architecture criticism is a multidiscipline topic which usually related to level of success in meeting a prosperous
architecture, or at least meeting the designers’ objectives. The criticism procedures should satisfy the needs of all the
stakeholders who participate in architectural design process. Criticism has a lot to do with a wide range of tangible
and intangible issues such as environmental, social, technical, economic, aesthetic and fictional issues. Therefore
performance-based criticism is an approach to evaluate architect's success in meeting aims and objectives of all the
stakeholders who might be interested in the project. It is essential to explain that the level of architectural performance
is affected by “context”. Moreover high-performance architecture might be crystalized through the relationship of
form and content. This paper is to make a framework for discourse of high-performance architecture in order to
shape a Method to understand contemporary architecture. As well as make a substantive model to criticize strength
and weakness on contemporary architecture, especially contemporary architecture of developing countries such as
Iran. Contrary to much of conventional approaches, architecture criticism not only study building beyond the way it
performed but also prefer to analyze hidden dimensions of architectural design process.

Theoretical framework of the paper is based on understanding architecture as a comprehensive discourse. Assumption
of the research indicates that architecture is a matter of discourse and comprehensive meaning of high-performance
architecture might be understood by adopting the relationship between architecture and architect as a critical discourse.
It is essential to describe performance-based design as way to meet demands and expectation of all the stakeholders in
architectural design process, especially in programing and planning phase.

The research methodology of the paper is based on discourse analysis theory in order to explain the relationship between
architecture and context as matter of understanding the level of performance. Moreover the research methodology
aims at revealing socio-cultural, ultramundane, intangible and psychological characteristics of “architecture” rather
than tangible and physical issues.

The results of the paper show that a comprehensive approach toward architecture criticism includes five categories:
1- Relation to Context: high-performance architecture has to crystalize a meaningful learning from nature. The
interrelationship of performative characteristics of architecture, recombinant materials and socio-cultural aspects of
design. 2- Process-Based Approach: Understanding the level of performance is to concentrate on process in order
to meet stakeholders’ demands and objectives. 3- General Welcoming: Performance-based design has a lot to do
with collective mind. 4- Recriticizing Critics of Critics: Architecture might be read in contemporary discourses.
Architects sometimes have their own approach toward architecture criticism which might be called designerly way
of knowing and doing which works as a new style of architectural criticism. 5- Redevelopment of Future Discourse:
New architectural technologies such as digitalism, prefabrication, biotechnology, recycled materials, mathematical
architecture etc. are about to shape a new paradigm for future architecture. Based on theoretical developments future
legacy in architecture is in need of a kind of ethno-futuristic discourse. It is essential to redevelop future discourse in

programing architecture in order to understand high-performance architecture.
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