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Figure 2. Evaluating the Impact of Identity and Meaning-Oriented Components on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and
Architecture at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 3. Evaluation of the Impact of Social Structure Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture at
the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 4. Evaluation of the Impact of the Human-Centeredness Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and
Architecture at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 5. Evaluation of the Impact of the Spatial Structure Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and

Architecture at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 6. Evaluation of the Security and Safety Component’s Impact on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture
at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 7. Evaluation of the Impact of the Physical Structure Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and

Architecture at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 8. Evaluation of the Impact of the Biophilic Design Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and
Architecture at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 9. Evaluation of the Facilities and Infrastructure Component on the Social Sustainability of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture
at the Science and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch
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Figure 10. Evaluation of the Social Sustainability Components of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture at the Science and Research
Branch Using the Shannon Algorithm Method
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Figure 11. Evaluation of the Social Sustainability Components of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture at the Tehran Central Branch
Using the Shannon Algorithm Method
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Figure 12. Comparative Evaluation and Measurement of Social Sustainability Components of Place in the Faculty of Art and Architecture at

Tehran Central Branch and Science and Research Branch
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Abstract

The physical environment of universities plays a pivotal role in fostering interaction, learning, and personal development
among students and researchers. These environments serve not merely as functional spaces but as dynamic settings
that shape academic, social, and psychological experiences. This significance is especially pronounced in faculties
of art and architecture, where the spatial context must support the creative, perceptual, and design-oriented nature of
education. Students in these disciplines require environments that stimulate imagination, encourage self-expression,
and promote deep engagement with architectural form and function. Designing such environments necessitates
a comprehensive understanding of spatial design principles in tandem with insights into cognitive, perceptual, and
environmental influences on human behavior. Despite the growing global interest in social sustainability in academic
settings, research specifically focused on the spatial aspects of social sustainability within Iranian faculties of art
and architecture remains scarce. Addressing this gap, the present study aims to formulate a theoretical framework
for place-based social sustainability and evaluate its impact on the spatial quality of educational environments in
architecture and art faculties. The research concentrates on two campuses of Islamic Azad University: The Science
and Research Branch and the Central Tehran Branch. Core questions guiding the investigation include identifying
the key components that define place-based social sustainability in this specific academic context and examining
how students perceive the spatial and physical quality of their educational environment through the lens of these
components. Methodologically, the study employs an applied-developmental approach that integrates qualitative and
quantitative strategies. Data were gathered through documentary review, expert interviews via the Delphi method,
and structured questionnaires distributed among students. rooted in both objective and subjective human needs. This
model comprises eight primary components: identity and meaning, safety and security, social structures, human-
centeredness, spatial organization, biophilia, physical structure, and infrastructure and amenities. These are further
delineated into 32 indicators that reflect crucial aspects of spatial and social quality. According to the analysis, the
Science and Research Branch outperformed the Central Tehran Branch in terms of safety and security, with a mean
score of 3.8 versus 3.4. Conversely, students at the Central Tehran Branch reported greater satisfaction in areas such
as spatial structure, identity, and infrastructure, implying a more favorable perception of their physical environment.
Ultimately, the research underscores the importance of integrating social sustainability principles into the design and
planning of academic environments, particularly within creative disciplines. The conceptual framework introduced
here provides a practical tool for assessing and enhancing spatial quality in higher education. By aligning spatial design
with users’ needs and lived experiences, institutions can cultivate more engaging, inclusive, and sustainable learning
spaces. The results offer a valuable foundation for future research, policy development, and design interventions aimed
at improving the quality of life and educational outcomes in university settings.

Keywords: Place-based social sustainability, Faculty of Art and Architecture, spatial quality, Science and Research Branch,

Central Tehran Branch.
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