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1. World Tourism Organization
2. The World Travel and Tourism Council
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Pathology of the Performance of Regeneration Offices in Tourist Spaces
A Case of Facilitation Offices in the Vicinity of the Holy Shrine in Mashhad
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Abstract

Historical contexts serve as significant carriers of ancient heritage, conveying
cultural and civilizational messages across generations. The surroundings of the holy
shrine in Mashhad boast valuable historical and religious landmarks such as historic
houses, mosques, gardens, and caravanserais. However, due to their integration within
aging urban fabric, these sites face challenges including visual degradation, structural
integrity issues, accessibility constraints, and deficiencies in urban infrastructure.
Despite the establishment of regeneration offices, efforts to preserve and maintain these
sites have not been entirely successful. This research aims to assess the operational
pathology of facilitation offices, particularly focusing on tourism, within the central
fabric surrounding the holy shrine. The study employs a mixed-method approach,
combining qualitative interviews conducted between 1401-1402 with 28 managers of
facilitation offices. Findings highlight critical factors contributing to operational
pathology, including the knowledge of urban regeneration experts and related entities
(coefficient of importance = 0.184), urban management's perspective on tourism
(coefficient = 0.110), financial resource inadequacies within regeneration organizations
(coefficient = 0.099), expertise deficiencies among regeneration experts (coefficient =
0.095), reluctance to collaborate with other entities (coefficient = 0.086), and
weaknesses in the evaluation system of regeneration organizations. These results
prioritize key areas requiring intervention for enhancing the performance of
neighborhood development offices in the vicinity of the holy shrine.

Keywords: urban facilitation offices, historical context, regeneration, cluster analysis, tourism
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The Impact of Tension Index on Foreign Tourism: A Comparative Analysis of Member
Countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and Selected Developed Nations (A
Characterization Approach)
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Abstract

In recent years, global growth and development indicators have underscored a widening
gap between developed and developing countries, including Islamic nations, prompting
a shift towards endogenous growth strategies and the utilization of domestic capacities
and sustainable resources. The tourism industry has emerged as a dynamic driver of
growth and development, particularly in developed countries, over the past two decades.
Islamic countries, rich in cultural, historical, and natural attractions, have the potential
to optimize this capacity by establishing necessary platforms. This comparative research
investigates the factors influencing tourism, with a specific emphasis on the tension
index, across two groups: member countries of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and developed countries from 2005 to 2019. The findings reveal a positive
and significant impact of tension variables, previous period tourist numbers, economic
openness, and transportation infrastructure on foreign tourism. Notably, the estimated
coefficient of the tension index is larger in member countries of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. Furthermore, the study identifies a positive and significant
relationship between public spending on education and tourism in developed countries.
Contradictory trends in the effect of the consumer price index on foreign tourism
between the two groups highlight differences in purchasing power dynamics.

Keywords: tourism, tension, characterization, GMM method
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Abstract

In this research, the analysis of influential components in vulnerable urban spaces at the
neighborhood level within one municipality of Tabriz is conducted. Urban spaces are
pivotal for citizens' life and activity, aiming to provide safe, healthy, stable, and
attractive environments that cater to diverse societal needs based on individual
characteristics, age, social groups, and gender. The study utilized the T-test to analyze
components, dimensions, and effective areas in vulnerable spaces, categorizing twelve
investigated components into three groups and assessing their impact separately.
Additionally, one-way variance analysis was employed to compare 13 neighborhoods in
Tabriz city, with subsequent ranking using the Vicor model. Results highlight that
physical-environmental components exerted the most significant impact on the
formation of wvulnerable spaces, revealing notable differences among localities
concerning missing spaces, corners, inadequate lighting, and specific alley and street
configurations like L-shaped and U-shaped layouts, underpasses, and bridges.

Keywords: defenseless urban spaces, security, physical improvement, urban
organization
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Abstract

The life cycle of tourism destinations in Iran is a relatively new subject that offers a
valuable framework for understanding the dynamics of tourist activities and planning
their transformation towards sustainable tourism. This study aims to evaluate target
villages for tourism development in Kurdistan province using the integrated model of
Prescott, Allen, and Butler (Sustainable Tourism Life Cycle - STLC). The evolution of
sustainable tourism in these villages is assessed based on the STLC model. The sample
size for this research consists of 356 individuals. The survey results indicate that most
of the studied villages are in the intervention and conflict stages or at the early stages of
development in the sustainable tourism life cycle. The primary strategy recommended
for villages in the intervention and conflict stages is community participation and the
expansion of tourism infrastructure.

Keywords: sustainable tourism life cycle, sustainable tourism, tourism destinations,
Kurdistan
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Abstract

This article addresses the increasing demand for parks and entertainment centers,
emphasizing the necessity of analyzing them from economic and social perspectives.
Despite challenges, it underscores the importance of anticipating future requirements.
Evaluating the economic value of these spaces is crucial for city officials and
development project managers. The research focuses on assessing the recreational value
of Aab-o-Aatash Park using a descriptive-analytic method and questionnaires from 160
park visitors. Findings reveal the park's high recreational value, with expenses and park
quality impacting visitor numbers and facilities. This highlights the role of governors in
improving park quantity and quality to enhance its economic value. The study
underscores the significance of ongoing park improvements to elevate their economic
and social contributions.

Keywords: recreational value, municipal activity, park quality, individual travel cost,
Ab-o0-Atash Park
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Abstract

Tourism is considered one of the most important drivers of development and economic
growth worldwide. However, in Iran, it has not yet reached its full potential due to
various reasons. The primary aim of this leading research study is to investigate the
advantages and limitations of tourism in Bostanabad city and to identify the most
suitable strategy for the region's tourism industry. Utilizing a combined approach of the
SWOT strategic analysis model, the QSPM strategic planning model, and the Internal
and External (IFE) and (EFE) matrices, this research conducted a field investigation
through the distribution of questionnaires among tourists and interviews with tourism
experts. Analysis using the SWOT model revealed that the strategy leveraging
Opportunities and addressing Weaknesses (OW) scored highest among all strategies,
indicating its appropriateness for achieving sustainable development in Bostanabad city.
Additionally, the priority table generated from the QSPM analysis identified tourism
development as the medium and long-term strategy with relative advantages and a high
priority over other strategies.

Keywords: tourism of Bostan Abad, SWOT Strategic Analysis Combined Model,
QSPM Strategic Planning Model, Sustainable Development of Tourism
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Abstract

The tourism industry, ranking as the third-largest sector, plays a crucial role in
providing economic resources for cities. Effective management of tourism potential can
create substantial income and support sustainable urban development. This research
aims to identify challenges obstructing urban tourism development, focusing on Ardabil
city as a case study. Employing a descriptive-exploratory approach, the study involves
experts familiar with Ardabil's tourism industry as the research population. Fifteen
experts were selected using the snowball sampling method as the statistical sample. The
questionnaire's reliability was assessed through the retest method, yielding an initial
correlation of 0.780 and a repeated correlation of 0.763, indicating acceptable
reliability. Validity was ensured through content analysis, with data analyzed using
Structural Interpretive Modeling (ISM). Findings reveal that an organization with an
influence power of 8 has the greatest impact, while socio-cultural challenges hold the
least influence at 5.

Keywords: tourism development, tourism economy, challenges, structural-interpretive
model (ISM)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the feasibility and realization of agricultural
tourism development in Saveh city. The current type of research is applied in terms of
purpose and nature, employing a survey based on field studies (questionnaire). The
statistical population of this research includes 18 university managers and experts in the
field of tourism and urban planning, who were selected using purposive sampling. For
scientific analysis, the combined model of SWOT strategic analysis and the
Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix (QSPM) has been used. The results obtained
from the evaluation matrix show that internal factors (strengths and weaknesses) and
external factors (opportunities and threats) were assessed. According to the scoring of
the items in the research, the total score of internal factors is 2.28 (strengths 1.13 and
weaknesses 1.15) and external factors 3.2 (opportunities 0.993 and threats 2.2).
Therefore, the best strategy for realizing the agricultural tourism model in the study area
is the WO strategy, which involves leveraging strengths to exploit opportunities and
mitigate weaknesses. Among the developed strategies, the competitive-aggressive (WO)
strategy scored the highest (6.82) and is the most attractive among the research
strategies. The output of the strategic planning model emphasizes leveraging the
region's proximity and access to population centers, geological features of the area, and
strengthening related programs as high priority actions.

Keywords: agricultural tourism, development sustainability, regional settlements,
SWOT and QSPM model, Saveh
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