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Abstract

In the current study, the impact of spatial flows on the evolution of the peri-urban rural settlements
of Arak has been evaluated. The data was collected through fieldwork and questionnaires. Three
statistical tests of ANOVA, Tukey and Friedman's test were used to evaluate the spatial trends
affecting the evolution of rural settlements. The results show the spatial flows have had many positive
and negative effects on the evolution of rural settlements. One of the most obvious positive effects
has been related to the improvement of the quality of the houses in the villages. The highest average
rating of experts is related to residential indicators. The development of the transportation system can
also be considered as one of the most important components that have a positive effect on the
developments of rural settlements. This has strengthened or formed new functions such as service,
entertainment, tourism, workshop, industry and dormitory in a large number of peri-urban villages.
The negative dimensions of spatial flows are mainly manifested in the agricultural sector of villages.
During the past three decades, a large percentage of agricultural lands in villages have been destroyed
and turned into built-up due to the spatial development of Arak metropolis and villages. Inheritance
law and the increase of non-native residents' villas are in the next ranks. The two mentioned variables
have affected the agricultural sector of the villages and caused a double weakening of the agricultural
functions of the villages.
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