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Evaluation and analysis of the role of climate change in increasing social-political
tensions in Iran (case study of Khuzestan province)

Abstract:

Iran has a long history of managing one of the driest areas in the world. However, recently
the country is experiencing an intensifying environmental crisis, reflected by disappearing
lakes and rivers, declining groundwater resources, pollution, desertification and drought, and
increasing water scarcity. In fact, this crisis has become not only an environmental issue, but
also a security threat for the country. For this reason, some officials have warned that the
environmental crisis may turn large areas of the provinces into uninhabitable places and force
50 million Iranians to leave their homes, villages and cities. This research will further
examine how climate change has led to insecurity in Iran. By examining a wider range of
social conflicts, the present research shows a strong link between environmental changes and
unrest. The definition of conflict is also used in different ways. Unlike the environmental
security literature, this paper uses a broader definition of conflict that includes social
conflicts, including but not limited to protests, riots, strikes, and anti-government violence.
Khuzestan province is strategically located in the southwest of Iran. It is one of the provinces
that has been affected by large-scale climate changes in the last two decades and has
experienced large-scale population displacement, especially in rural areas. This huge flow has
become a multi-level challenge (local, regional, national and even international). The findings
of the present research indicate the relationship between the severity of climate change and
the increase in socio-political unrest in Khuzestan province. This research is descriptive-
analytical and the information is extracted from the database.

Keywords: climate change, environmental destruction, socio-political unrest, Khuzestan



